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FEATURE  
 

ISAIAH  

Chapter 1: 16 -20  
 

 

 

16: Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from 

before mine eyes; cease to do evil;  

 

17: Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the 

fatherless, plead for the widow.  

 

18: Come now, and let us reason together, saith the LORD: though your 

sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 

crimson, they shall be as wool.  

 

19: If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land:  

 

20: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be devoured with the sword: for 

the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Bible, King James. Isaiah, from The holy Bible, King James version  

Electronic Text Center, University of Virginia Library 

 

 

 

http://etext.virginia.edu/etcbin/toccer-new2?id=KjvIsai.sgm&images=images/modeng&data=/texts/english/modeng/parsed&tag=public&part=1&division=div1


 6 

EDITORIAL  
 

 

The Cosmic Christ - The Principle of Love 

 

 
 

Cosmic Christ reaches the innermost center of the Earth. He makes four major contacts 

with the planet each year, during the Equinoxes and Solstices. 

The "Birth" of the Sun inaugurates a new growth cycle. Earth and her people are ready 

for new beginnings. Every year there is a higher evolutionary cycle as a result of the 

Christ impulse.  

The Cosmic Christ is the principle of Love, and has a special center within the "sun." 

Two thousand years ago Jesus was prepared by the members of the Essenes to be a 

vehicle for the Cosmic Christ . Divinity took on flesh, and set  the seed pattern for all 

humankind.  

Every year since Jesus came to Earth, as its redeemer, The Cosmic Christ has re-enacted 

the drama of 2,000 years ago. With each returning Winter Solstice he is born anew. 

The Holiest night of the year is Midnight on December 24th. The light of the Christ 

reaches the heart of Earth and forms a Mystic Star. Every person, plant, animal, 

mineral, cell and atom absorbs this light. It transforms the Globe into shimmering Gold.  
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In Celtic terms, the Winter Solstice is known as Alban Arthun  or the birthday of Arthur. 

The legendary myth of Arthur as Solar King is represented by the Pineal gland. Arthur is 

known as King Pineal. He searches for the Holy Grail - the Divine Feminine or Queen 

Pituitary.  

For a Disciple who has made themselves worthy of initiation, the Christ Child is born in 

the Manger. The "Manger" is the "Rainbow Bridge " between the Pineal and the 

Pituitary glands. This becomes the Altar of our Body Temple. 

The answer to the question of the Holy Grail is - How can I help you? What can I do for 

you? 

Christmas only begins on December 25th. The next 12 days December 26-January 6 are 

considered the "Holy of Holies." The veil between the two worlds is lifted, making it 

possible to receive wisdom from on high. These days can be used for soul dedication for 

the 12 months ahead. The 12th night, is known as Epiphany - the coming of the 3 Wise 

Men, the Magi bearing gifts for the Christ Child - Frankincense, Myrrh, and Gold. 

Orthodox Churches celebrate this day as Christmas. It is also known as "Little 

Christmas." 

Each day is under the direction of the 12 Zodiacal Hierarchies. The first day December 

26 begins with Aries and the Disciple James - Brother of John. Aries marks the 

beginning of the Solar New Year. The 12 Disciples preside over each day. The 12 

Spiritual  centers for each sign are seen illumined, one added each day, so that by the 

12th night the Body Temple is lit up like the glorious Christmas Tree.  

  
Each of the twelve Disciples represents a specific faculty or attribute of man himself: 
Judas, therefore, will play his role in human evolution until such time as the lower 
nature of the race shall be redeemed. He destroyed himself, as all evil ultimately 
destroys itself, and was replaced by Matthias, the symbol of the redeemed man of the 
New Age and the new race.  
 

Light your candle, say your prayers , listen, and dedicate yourself to becoming a worthy Temple 

where the Christ Consciousness can be born anew within each one of us. And always PRAY 

FOR PEACE.  

 

- Corinne Heline 
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FUNDAMENTALS 

 

The Natural Laws of the 

Universe 

 
HE PURPOSE of the Mystery School is to teach its students the natural laws which 

govern thecosmos so that they may bring their will and mind into harmony with divine 

truth and begin consciously to live the life. 
 

It is the mission of the Rosicrucian Fellowship to 

teach its students the natural laws which operate on 

the, physical, mental, moral, and spiritual planes of 

being. On the physical plane natural law is taught so 

that man may learn as quickly as possible how to care 

for the dense body, which is his most valuable 

instrument at the present stage of evolution. On the 

mental plane these laws are taught so that the student 

may become a reasoning, self-conscious channel 

through which the message of the Spirit may be 

flashed to the physical brain. On the moral plane, 

knowledge pertaining to these laws is important in 

order that manôs social relations with his fellow men 

may manifest as the highest expression of fellowship 

and good will. And finally, an understanding of 

natural laws operating on the spiritual plane are taught 

so that the individual may investigate for himself and 

learn the underlying causes of the manifestations in 

the visible world about him. 

 
Watercolor, William Blake 

God Writing on Tables of Law 
The Ten Commandments are an application of Universal 

(Natural) Law. To disregard them is to live out of 

harmonywith both Cosmos and Self. 

 

The Bible mentions many of the natural laws which were made known from time to time in order 

to assist man in his evolution. The Ten Commandments given to Moses include some of these 

laws and are the embodiment of great cosmic principles which outline the duty of man to the 

Deity and to his fellow men. With the coming of Christ, humanity was given a higher law and a 

higher standard of action, embodied in the commandment ñthat ye love one another.ò 

 

It is a universal law that we can receive only in proportion to the service we render. In order to 

receive from above, one must keep the channel open by giving. If one gives nothing, his means 

of supply becomes limited and sooner or later he will cease to receive. Then hardship and lack 

ensue, which may be attributed to misfortune or bad luck, but which are in reality the direct 

result failing to give, of holding on to possessions for self alone. 

 

T 
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Many people do not know the law of giving and receiving, and through noncompliance with it, 

they ignorantly handicap themselves in the struggles of life. Giving service is preferable to 

giving money, but we must give something if we would continue to receive. The world is in 

great need of loving service, and our daily lives abound in opportunities for the development of 

soul qualities by meeting  lifeôs problems with zest and solving them through loving application. 

Investing in these opportunities establishes for us a fund of credit in the Cosmic Bank and 

insures a bountiful resource in the future from which we can draw. 

 

It may be fascinating to know that the Great Pyramid is exactly 5,819 inches in height, but it is 

infinitely more important to understand how the great cosmic Law of Giving and Receiving 

manifests in our lives. If we comply with this law , we shall do much more to further our 

progress on the path of evolution and to assist othersô deeper understanding of natureôs laws than 

we could possibly do by loading our minds with innumerable material facts of dubious value. 

 

The majority of humanity have not yet recognized many of the higher laws. Their consciousness 

is centered in the material world; their aims in life are devoted to the acquirement of material 

possessions, and this has been a deterrent to the development of the spiritual side of their natures. 

Christ Jesus pointed the way mankind should live. He taught His disciples to ñTake no thought, 

saying, what shall we eat? or, what shall we drink? or, wherewithal shall we be clothed? for your 

heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. But seek ye first the kingdom of 

God, and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added unto you.ò When the aspirant has 

become thoroughly imbued with the idea of loving service, his work should be carried on from 

day to day to the best of his ability, always with the conscious realization that the material 

necessities of life will be forthcoming as they are needed. 

 

Relative to the development of spiritual powers and service to mankind, Max Heindel says: 

ñFirst, determine definitely and clearly what you wantðdevelopment of the healing power, 

extended vision, invisible helpership, or the ability to carry the Rosicrucian message to others. 

When you have set your goal, never harbor a thought of fear or failure for a moment, but 

cultivate an attitude of invincible determination to accomplish your object despite all obstacles. 

Constantly hold the thought óI can and I will.ôò 

 

ñDo not begin to make plans as to how to attain until you have reached the attitude of absolute 

confidence in yourself and in your ability to do what   you desire, for a mind swayed by the 

slightest fear of failure cannot make plans that will fully succeed. Therefore, be patient, and be 

sure first to cultivate absolute faith in yourself and your ability to succeed despite all odds. 

 

ñWhen you have reached the point where you are fully persuaded that you can succeed and are 

positively determined that you will succeed in some pursuit,there is no power on earth or in 

heaven that can withstand you in that particular pursuit, and you may then plan how to go about 

attaining your heartôs desire with certainty of success. ñ 

 

The foregoing points out clearly that our attitude of mind is an important factor in determining 

our success or failure. A case in point is that of a woman who was in despair because she was 

unable to rent her rooms, the money thus obtained being the only income she had. This lady was 

accustomed to making the remark that she had comfortable rooms but no one would occupy 

them, and she had held this attitude of mind for so long that it was almost impossible to persuade 
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her to think differently. One who knew the law advised her to go about the house making it 

cheerful and comfortable, constantly thinking and saying that she would be able to rent the 

apartments at the right time. In a short while every room in the house was occupied. Here we see 

the direct result of constructive thinking. 

 

Let us now turn our attention more specially to that most important Natural Law which was 

taught by the Christ two thousand years agoðthe Law of Rebirth. Rebirth teaches that each soul 

is an integral part of God, enfolding all the divine possibilities of the Creator as the seed enfolds 

the plant; that by means of repeated existences in an earthly body of gradually improving quality, 

the latent possibilities of each individual are slowly developed into dynamic powers; that none 

are lost by this process, but that all mankind will ultimately attain the goal of perfection and 

reunion with God. 

 

This teaching is the only one that gives an adequate and satisfactory explanation of the problems 

of life. It propounds equal opportunities for all and special privileges for none; success is the 

reward for work well done and failure is the penalty for indolence. The Law of Rebirth removes 

the responsibility for the saving of the Spirit from the shoulders of the Deity and places it upon 

the shoulders of  the individual. In the last analysis the individual must work out his own 

salvation. 

 

Every individual is exactly what he has earned the right to be. He is surrounded with just as 

much happiness as he has earned the right to have, according to his actions in the past. He is 

confronted today with the debts which he incurred in the past and which he must meet at some 

future time. Unhappiness in the present life is the result of the suffering he caused others in 

previous lives. If the body is weak today it is because he neglected it in former lives. If he has no 

friends it is because he made no friends during his former lives on earth. 

 

Man is today the sum of his past lives. The faculties which he now enjoys are the results of the 

efficient labor of his yesterdays; his faults and failures are mute testimonies to the fact that in 

previous lives he did not control himself and failed to cultivate virtues. 

 

When the mystic Sun of Life rises and awakes the individual from the long sleep between lives, 

then he is born into the physical world, to continue the labors of a previous life, to keep the 

appointments there made with friend or foe, to reap the joy or bear the sorrow which is the 

fruitage of his former existences on earth; and as the sun marks the changing time of day and 

year, as it ushers in the seasons in orderly sequence, and changes the  appearance of the great 

world, the macrocosm, just so do the natural Laws decree that man under the direction of higher 

Powers shall learn the lessons of life at stated times which will ultimately fit him for 

the work of a God. 

 

In this world there is no manifestation of Law more plainly observable than that of Alternating 

Cycles, which decrees succession of ebb and flow, day and night, summer and winter, waking 

and sleeping. Under this same Law, manôs life is lived alternately in the physical world where he 

sows the seeds of action, and gains experience, and the worlds of Spirit. The fruits of existence 

here manifest as soul essence which nourishes the powers of the Spirit. Birth and death are only 

gateways from one phase of manôs existence to another, and the life each now lives is only one 

of a series. The differences of characterð nobility or brutality, moral strength or weakness, 
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possession of high ideals or low instinctsðall are certain signatures of spiritual power or 

poverty. 

 

The finer faculties are the glorious attainments of advanced souls acquired by right action when 

meeting the trials and temptations encountered during lives of concrete existence. They shine 

with a luster which illuminates the way of their possessor and make the path easier for others to 

follow. Coarseness of calibre proclaims the young souls in lifeôs school; but repeated existences 

here containing many lessons well learned will in due time smooth the rough corners, mellow the 

harshness, and advance them also on the evolutionary path. 

 

The Law of Consequence is the natural outcome of the Law of Rebirth. It is the active 

manifestation of the thought Christ Jesus expressed when He said, ñWhatever a man soweth that 

shall he also reap; he that soweth to the flesh, shall of the flesh reap corruption, but he that 

soweth to the Spirit, shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.ò 

 

Let us not be weary in well doing for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not. Sickness, 

sorrow, and suffering are the results of our misuse and ignorance concerning the great powers of 

Nature. Every individual is personally responsible for every joy and every sorrow which he 

meets in any walk of life. Every thought and all devotion to high ideals in life have a reaction 

according to and measured by the action which produced them. Each individual should feel what 

a glorious privilege it is to be able  to help his suffering fellows who are struggling through life 

in search of the Truth. 

 

Each one should endeavor to obtain knowledge relative to Godôs wonderful laws, so that he may 

apply it in his daily life. Each life is the result of all past existences; today we build for 

tomorrow. Each individual may be likened to a miniature solar system. The various organs of the 

body bear the same relation to the whole that the planets bear to the solar system. The planetary 

bodies are regulated by certain definite laws. Similarly, the individual is subject to immutable 

laws. Man requires food, clothing, and shelter for the upkeep of the physical vehicle, and in 

addition there are various requirements for the maintaining of physical health and happiness. It is 

a rather senseless task to expend great effort trying to work out the immediate inharmonies of life 

without seeking to learn what it is within the self that attracted them. 

 

Life is made up of adaptations to changing circumstances; and it is therefore important that each 

person should learn the laws which govern these changes. Each one has a different object in life, 

yet all abide by the same laws and principles. Each individual should make his first object the 

study of human life and the factors which enter into the adjustments encountered in its daily 

rounds. 

 

Once one has entered the path of inner unfoldment he never stops growing, neither can he turn 

back. The path of evolution is a spiral, and one never meets the same experience twice. He may, 

however, repeatedly encounter similar ones, but from a different angle and on a higher round of 

the ladder. 

 

Many persons along lifeôs way at times in weariness say, ñI am through. I shall interest myself 

no more in the things of the Spirit. I shall turn to the material life.ò Every one has probably said 

or thought that at some time or other. So, while in the Wilderness, would the Children of Israel 
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have gladly turned back into the bondage of Egypt. But it is impossible for the neophyte who has 

once set his  face toward the Light of spiritual illumination to return permanently to the darkness 

of Egypt. The desire to turn back is only temporary. Having lessons to learn, how much better it 

is to set about to consciously master them in our daily lives, knowing that the Law of Alternating 

Cycles will follow these lessons with a rest period. Cycles may be of long or brief duration, but 

be assured that after each lesson comes a time for rest. 

 

The Law of Equity which rules the universe, rules health also. When one has broken the Laws of 

Nature, possibly during many lives, he has to transmute and balance such wrongdoing by a 

proportionate effort devoted to right thinking and right living. He must build within himself the 

power to respond to healing forces (the inability to respond lies within). It is a law in nature that 

each has to make the necessary preparation. No one, not even God, can do that for any one. 

When one has directed his efforts in the proper way by right thinking and right action, then the 

scales of eternal justice and equity will be balanced and health will be the natural result. Nature 

does not waste time is useless proceduresðthe suffering which results from ignorantly breaking 

the laws of health is  designed to teach the transgressor to return to the path of right action. 

 

 
Die Bibel in Bildern, Julius Schnorr von Carolsfeld (1789-1853) 

 

Jehovah Shows Jeremiah Israelôs Backsliding 

Humans have individual, familial, national, and racial ripe destiny to 

liquidate. 

In the 31st chapter of Jeremiah, 

Jehovah speaks of the inner 

law. He also speaks of the outer 

law. He calls attention to the 

time when the outer law alone 

prevailed. He was obliged to 

lead his people by the hand. 

ñBehold, the days come, saith 

the Lord, that I will make a new 

covenant with the House of 

Israel....I will put my law in 

their inward parts, and write it 

in their hearts; and will be their 

God, and they shall be my 

people. And they shall teach no 

more every man his neighbor, 

and every man his brother, 

saying, Know the Lord; for 

they shall all know me, from 

the least of them to the greatest 

of them, with the Lord.ò 

 

 

Suffering in purgatory develops conscience and conscience coupled with intuition manifests as 

character. If we knew the detailed procedure by means of which these powers came into being, it 

is evident that we should be in a position to speed up their processes and hasten development. 

We could then begin to work consciously and consistently with the great plan. 

 

Conscience is a power within us, built up through many lives, enabling us to judge the right or 

wrong character of our actions and thoughts. Conscience instructs; disobey its dictates and there 
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is immediate internal reproof. Conscience is a knowing within, developed by the Spirit through 

experience. Intuition is stored knowledge belonging to the life spirit. Conscience is developed 

through perception and discrimination between right and wrong. It is a positive power of the 

Spirit. Intuition depends on the ability of the Spirit to read and interpret the records belonging to 

its own life spirit, and is a negative power. The mind is the link between the Spirit and its 

threefold body, and when the Spirit gains control of this newly acquired vehicle the personality 

will become its valuable servant, extracting from the experiences of life only that which will 

nourish the latent potentialities of the Spirit into dynamic powers. 

 

The most important work of man at the present time is to get control of the mind, develop its 

energies, and direct them along constructive lines of endeavor. The mind is the path that leads to 

spiritual unfoldment which is the goal of evolution.  

ðAlice Fisher 

 

 

 

 
 

Rosicrucian Landscap  
 
This is a long view of the Rosicrucian Fellowship Temple in Oceanside. There are gardens and hiking trails spread amongst the 
grounds, which are open to the public. 
 
By: Mango Source: SAN DIEGO READER http://www.sandiegoreader.com/news/neighborhoods/oceanside  
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Reincarnation 

- A Rational New Chance 
 

HE DEAD HAVE never died. Death is merely Godôs giving us a new chance; the 

bestowing of a new garment on us that we may continue unfoldment and experience-

getting, which evokes education and fits us for further ripening. It was a poor and 

impudent thing for our religious predecessors to call it a ñcurseò for some trivial apple incident, 

quite as shallow in imagination as to declare physical man óómade in the image and likenessò of 

Deity. Did you ever think of the absurdity of Divinity looking like the physical (not spiritual) 

creature we call man? 
 

 
The Ouroboros or Uroborus, drawing by Theodoros Pelecanos, 

in alchemical tract titled Synosius (1478), is an ancient symbol of 

eternity, depicting a serpent or dragon eating its own tail. The 

simple circle, the figure which has neither beginning nor end, 

but returns continuously into itself, was also a symbol of eternity. 

Death is a wonderful devisement, 

a gracious new opportunity 

which is not denied the meanest 

creature. All in creation die: 

insect, animal, fishes, moons, 

suns, stars: all soever undergo 

change and rejuvenation. This is 

apparent in the dissolution of all 

physical matter, which finds 

subtle chemical forces awaiting 

to remold and utilize it. If matter 

is important, is spirit less so? 

 

If the Creator gave us birth, does 

He not likewise afford us that 

corollary benison called death? 

One seems as inevitable as the 

other, and each supplements the 

other. How can we dread the one 

without fearing the precedent act 

of birth? 

 

ñNever the spirit was born. Spirit 

shall cease to be never.ò 

Everything cognizant possesses 

spirit; ergo, nothing ever 

perishes, but simply changes 

clothes, like unto the cocoon. 
 

If we regarded death as a beneficent change, permitting renewed vitality, youth and opportunity, 

our hearts would glow with gratitude; nor would we be burdened by superstitious fears and groan 

ings, with fatuous weeping and self-pitying when some one of our loved ones undergoes this 

excellent way of carrying on. There are no dead! ñWhat seems so is transition.ò 

T 
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©Bhaktivedanta Book Trust 
Cycle of Rebirth 

ñSince the matter and substance of things are 

indestructible, all its parts are subject to all forms, so that 

each and everything becomes everything and each, if not 

at one and the same time and in a single minute, then at 

various times and various moments, in sequence and in 

alternation.òðGiordano Bruno, Ash Wednesday, 1584 
 

There is purpose in all life. The ultimate 

cannot even be imagined. To reflective minds 

there is no doubt of a divinity that shapes 

each going. The way is long, and ever longer. 

Despite our momentary cares and 

perplexities, often involving disbelief in the 

Providence of our Father and His 

unquestioned care of all, there is an ultimate 

good  to be achieved. Nor will it be bestowed 

because of any vicarious intervention. We 

reap as we sow. Soul is developed and 

ripened by enduring strenuous endeavor, 

quite as the arm grows strong by exercise. 

 

The idea of reincarnation or rebirth in human 

bodies is prehistoric in origin. Practically 

every one of the older nations accepted and 

believed it. It served to comfort many. Only 

moderns have presumed to say that this life is 

all, and such infidelity, in the goodness of the 

Creator, seems due to callowness and 

cynicism which many of this era scornfully 

assume as a feature of conceited 

sophisticationðdevil-may-care impudence 

common among the blasé. 

 

Many of the more ancient peoples who accepted rebirth considered transmigration differently 

from later views, inasmuch as they reckoned that men were returned to earth in animal forms as 

punishment for sins in a preceding life. In this respect, transmigration and reincarnation were not 

the same. No advanced cult of today would accept this idea. The human ego never descends into 

animal bodies. Some teachers aver that animals appear on the spirit plane, and prevail there for a 

while with much the same disposition as while functioning on earth! but then, after a while, they 

disappear. Presumably onto another plane of development. 

 

The modern preachment of some is that there is but one life on earth and later, a weariness in a 

heavenly state and nothing to do. A most unattractive contemplation, really, and not based on 

truthful Scripture, for the Bible declares renewed life in many places. The reality of reincarnation 

is vehemently opposed by some because it nullifies their declaration of ñbeliefò as being all-

sufficient for entry into glory and perpetual bliss. And if once ñsavedò why come back to earth 

and revisit its temptations? Which brings only more prominently into view the disputations of the 

several Christian sects, their uncertainties in biblical meanings, their lassitude in thought lest 

their faith be disrupted by reasoning. 
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When the body of an animal dies, the animal 

spirit has unconsciously derived a certain 

experience from functioning in that vehicle, 

and after a time it is reabsorbed into the 

spiritual body of the group spirit, where it 

remains for some time while the group spirit 

assimilates the experience gathered by that 

separate animal spirit. Thus in time the 

group spirit grows and evolves. So do the 

animal spirits which are its wards. They will 

become human in a future incarnation of the 

earth, and then 

the group spirit will look after them as race 

or a national spirit until they have become 

perfectly capable of taking care of 

themselves individually.ðMax Heindel, 

Rosicrucian Philosophy in Questions and 

Answers, Volume 1, p. 333 
 

 

Now, when all the souls had chosen their 

lives...they all traveled into the plain of 

Lethe....In the evening they encamped by 

the Forgetful River, whose water no pitcher 

can hold. And all were compelled to drink a 

certain measure of its water; and those who 

had no wisdom to save them drank more 

than the measure. And as each man drank 

he forgot everything. When they had gone to 

rest, and it was now midnight, there was a 

clap of thunder and an earthquake; and in a 

moment the souls were carried up to their 

birth, this way and that, like shooting 

stars.ðPlato, The Republic. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The subject of reincarnation is so broad and has had so many adherents and satisfied 

promulgators, many of whom were among the most outstanding thinkers of ancient and modern 

times, that it is rather a task to pick out new facts to bolster argument in this behalf. Most of the 

early Fathers of Christianity accepted and taught the doctrine. It never was much opposed until 

the more modern doctrines of salvation, and the popular notion that mere belief would carry 

sinners directly into unending celestial joy, made return to mundane life not only needless but a 

folly. Rebirth was an essential church teaching for several centuries, and was stamped with the 

authority of its leaders, until Western influences succeeded in having it  anathematized as heresy. 

Few clergymen today like to discuss it or have it mentioned. An honest interpretation of 

anteNicene church history would disclose the strong belief of the early Fathers of the Church in 

this doctrine. 

 

We discard for the nonce all history of the subject during the ages, nor burden the page with 

innumerable names of philosophers and thinkers who deemed it a rational event, giving all a new 

chance and fresh opportunity in a new environment, another family circle, with enlarged 

intuition (spiritual knowledge acquired by the eductive forces of former life and lives); for 

despite any neglect or willful disregard, every career, however brief, carries lessons and 

enrichment of character. Each comes back to earth to utilize the experiences of hitherto time. The 

motive of life on earth is not to ñsaveò but to gain experience and mellowness of soul that fit for 

an advance, new obligations, and continued education. 

 

There is no end to life, and death in no sense completes our careers. Even the practical Henry 

Ford asserted: ñWe take up life about where we leave off, and go on from there.ò He was a 

strong believer in reincarnation, too, as giving the simple, the falterer, the wastrel, another 

chance. 
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Never the Spirit was born! 

The Spirit shall cease to be never! 

Never was time it was not, 

End and beginning are dreams. 

Birthless and deathless remaineth 

the spirit forever. 

Death has not touched it at all, 

Dead though the house of it seems. 

Nay! but as one layeth 

A worn-out robe away. 

And taking another sayeth: 

This will I wear today, 

So putteth by the spirit 

Lightly its garment of flesh 

And passeth on the inherit 

A residence afresh. 

 

- Sir Edwin Arnold's 

 

 

It is the fatuous doctrine of ñsaving your soulò by belief, and only once, that causes so much 

clerical objection to the idea of return. 

 
 

Engraving by Lucas Jennis, in alchemical tract titled De 

Lapide Philosophico(1625) 

 

Discussion of reincarnation in the presence of 

most clergymen arouses strong opposition, 

and in some cases the believer in rebirth is 

denominated an infidel, a man without 

faithðthat is, the objectorôs faith. 

 

One article cannot fairly present the subject. 

Interested readers might enjoy looking into 

the words of Origen, Plato, Pythagoras, 

Plotinus the Zohar, the Cabala, and many 

poets and philosophers, as anticipating 

continuation of the theme.  

 

The poet Goethe says: 

 

The soul of man is like the water: 

From heaven it cometh, to heaven 

  it mounteth, 

And thence at once it must to earth 

  come back, 

Forever changing.  

ðErnest Crutcher, M.D 
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 MYSTIC LIGHT 

 

 
 

Written to Karl Von Echertshausen  
Munich, 1972-1801 

 

 
Karl von Eckartshausen (1752-1803) 

 

Karl von Eckartshausen (28 June 1752 ï 12 May 1803) was a German Catholic mystic, author, 

and philosopher. Born in Haimhausen, Bavaria, Eckartshausen studied philosophy and Bavarian 

civil law in Munich and Ingolstadt. He was the author of The Cloud upon the Sanctuary (de:Die 

Wolke über dem Heiligtum), a work of Christian mysticism which was later taken up by 

occultists. He died in Munich at the age of 50. 

 
From Rays from the Rose Cross, A Christian Esoteric Magazine edited by The Rosicrucian Fellowship. 

 

This book  was begun in the CHRISTMAS, 2009 Issue. 
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Letter V  
THE ADEPTS  

 
n thy answer to my last letter thou has expressed the opinion that to be the 
exponent of the spirituality ( meaning intellectuality and morality combined) require 
by our system of philosophy is too high for man to reach, and thou dost if anyone at 
any time hath done so. Permit me to tell thee that many of those whom the 

Christian church calls saints, and many others who have never been inside that church 
and to whom the customary name of ñpaganò has been given , have reached that state, 
and therefore have acquire spiritual powers which enable them to do extraordinary 
things called miracles. If thou wilt examine the history of the lives of the saints, thou wilt 
find in them a great number of grotesque cases, fabulous and false, because those who 
wrote the legends knew little or nothing concerning the mysterious laws of nature; they 
have recorded phenomena that took place, or at least which they believed had 
happened; but being unable to explain the causes which were their origin, they have 
invented such explanations as seemed most probable or credible to them according to 
their manner of thinking. But among all this debris thou wilt find a great deal of truth, 
which goes to show that even untaught intellects may be illuminated by divine wisdom if 
the person lives a pure and holy life. 
 

Thou wilt see how on many occasions friars, and monks, poor and ignorant and 
according to the world having no knowledge whatever, have reached such wisdom as to 
be consulted by popes and kings in important affairs, and many of them have attained 
the power of leaving their physical bodies to visit distant places in their spiritual bodies, 
formed of the substance of thought, and have appeared in material form at remote 
points. Occurrences of this kind have been so numerous that if we read their stories, 
they will cease to appear extraordinary, and it will be unnecessary to go into detail 
concerning such cases since they are already well known. In the life of ñSanta Catalinsò 
of Sean , in that of ñSan Francisco Xavier,ò and in many other books thou wilt find  a 
description of similar incidents. Profane history also abounds in stories referring to 
extraordinary men and women, but I limit myself to the mention o f the history of Joan 
of Arc, who possessed spiritual gifts, and that of Jacob Boehme, the ignorant shoemaker 
whom the divine wisdom illumined.  

 
We doubt if there could be anything more absurd than the attempt to argue or 

dispute concerning such things with the skeptic or materialist who denies their 
possibility. The attempt would be equivalent to disputing concerning the existence of 
light with one born blind; neither could a tribunal of blind men render judgment as to 
the existence or nonexistence of light. Nevertheless it has existed and still exists; we may 
give the blind an idea of it, but we cannot prove it to him scientifically as long as he 
remains blind to reason and to logic. 

 
In many parts of the world there are people degraded to such a point by ñmodern 

civilizationò as to be utterly unable to comprehend a personôs acting from any motive 
other than to gain money or obtain comfort and luxuries; the only motive of their own 

I  
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lives being to gain riches, to eat, drink, sleep, and enjoy all the conforts of the other life. 
Nevertheless such persons are not happy; they live in a state of feverishness and 
continual excitement, ever rushing after shadows which disappear as they draw near, or 
if attained and absorbed, then to the creation of more violent desires for other shadows. 

 
But fortunately there still exist others in whom the divine spark of spirituality has 

not been veiled by the thick smoke of materialism; some there are in whom this spark 
has been converted into a flame, owing to the influence of the Holy Spirit, emitting a 
light which illumines their intellects and which even permeates their physical bodies in 
such a manner that a superficial observer can see these are persons of unusual 
character. 

 
Such people exist in different parts of the world and constitute a Brotherhood 

whose existence is known to a very few, neither is it desired by them that any details 
concerning their Brotherhood should be made public, for this information would only 
excite the envy and anger of the ignorant and evil- disposed and put into activity a force 
which, though not causing any harm to the Adepts, would react against those who have 
launched it toward them.  

 
However, as thou desirest to know the truth, not through frivolous curiosity but 

through the desire to follow in its path, it is permitted me to give thee the following 
information:  

 
(The original letter from which the following was extracted was written by Karl Von 
Eckertshausen, in Munich, in the year 1792.) 
 

The Brothers of whom we speak live unkown by the world; history knows nothing 
of them, but nevertheless they are the greatest of humanity. The monuments which have 
been raised in honor of the conquerors of the world will be  converted into dust, 
kingdoms and thrones will cease to exist, but these elect will still live. The time will 
come in which the world will be convinced of the worthlessness of external illusions, and 
will begin to esteem only that which is really worthy of appreciation; them the existence 
of the Brothers will be known and their wisdow app reciated. The names of the great 
ones of the Earth are written in the sand; the names of these Sons of the Light are 
written in the temple of eternity. To these Brothers I will make thee known , and thou 
art able to become one of them. 

 
These Brothers are initiates in the mysteries of religion; but do not 

misunderstand me by supposing that they belong to any outer secret societies such as 
those which are accustomed to proclaiming what is holy and given to the practice of 
external ceremonies, and whose members call themselves Initiates. No! Only the spirit 
of God can initiate man into divine wisdom and illumine his intelligence. A man can 
only direct another to the altar whereon burns the divine fire; the second must attain 
thereto by himself; if he desires to be initiated he must by th is token make himself 
worthy to obtain spiritual gifts; he must drink from the fountain that flows for all and 
from which none is excluded except those who exclude themselves. 
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While the atheists, materialists, and skeptics of our modern civilization falsify the 
word ñphilosophyò with the object of eulogizing the lucabrations of their own brains, 
these Brothers live tranquilly under the influence of a light most high, and construct a 
temple for the eternal spirit, a temple which  will continue to exist after more than one 
world shall have perished. Their work consists in cultivating the powers of the soul; 
neither the turbulence of the outer world nor its illusions affects them; they read the 
living letters of God in the mysteriou s book of nature; they recognize and enjoy the 
divine harmonies of the universe. While the wise men of world try to reduce to their own 
intellectual moral level whatever is sacred and exalted, these Brothers are raising 
themselves to the plane of divine light and encounter there all that is good, beautiful, 
and true in Nature. They are not limited to mere belief, but know the truth through 
spiritual contemplation of Faith; their works are ever in harmony with their faith, 
because they do good for the love of the good and because they know what is good. 

 
Do not think that a man can become a true Christian merely by professing a 

certain creed or by uniting with a Christian church in the literal sense of the word. To 
become a true Christian signifies to become a Christ, to elevate oneôs self above the 
sphere of personality, and to include and posses in the heart of oneôs own divine self 
whatever exists in the heavens or upon the Earth. This is a condition beyond the 
conception of him who has not reached it; it i s a condition in which one is actually and 
consciously the temple wherein in Divine Trinity with all its power resides. Only in this 
light or principle which we call Christ and which other peoples know by other names can 
we find the truth. Enter thou into the light and thou wilt learn to know the Brothers who 
live therein. In that sanctuary are all powers including those called supernatural, by 
whose means humanity may receive the strength necessary for reestablishing the bond, 
at present broken, which in r emote epochs united man with the divine source from 
which he proceeds. If men could only know the dignity of their own souls and the 
possibilities of the powers lying latent in them, the desire to find their own proper selves 
would fill them with respectfu l awe. 

 
There is but one God, one truth, one knowledge and one path thereto. To this 

path has been given the name religion, and therefore there exists but one practical 
religion, although there are a thousand  different theories. All that is needed to obtain a 
knowledge of God is contained in Nature. Whatever truths the true religion may teach 
have existed since the beginning of the world and will exist after its end. Among all the 
nations of this planet the light has ever shone in the darkness in spite of the fact that the 
darkness comprehended it not. In some places this light has been very brilliant, in 
others less so according to the receptive faculty of the people and the purity of their will. 
Whenever it has appeared with splendor, and has been perceived with a high degree of 
concentration according to the ability of the men perceiving it.  

 
Truth is universal and cannot be monopolized by any man nor by any number of 

men; the most august mysteries such as the Trinity , the Fall , or differentiation of the 
human monad, his redemption by love, etc. are found as much in the ancient religious 
systems as in the modern. The knowledge of them is the knowledge of the universe; in 
other words it is the Universal Science, a science which is infinitely superior to all the 
material sciences of the Earth, each one of which enters with painful detail into all the 



 22 

depths of existence, leaving untouched the great universal truths in which all existence 
is based, and even treating  such knowledge with contempt because their eyes are closed 
to the light of spirit.  

 
External things may be examined by external light; intellectual speculations 

require the light of the intelligence, but the light of Spirit is indispensable for the 
perception of spiritual truths, and intellectual l ight without spiritual illumination will 
lead men to error. Those who desire to know spiritual truths should seek the light within 
their own minds, and not hope to obtain it by any kind of forms or outer ceremonies; 
only when within themselves they shall have found the Christ will they be worthy of the 
name of Christian. 

 
This was the practical religion, the science and the knowledge of which was 

known to the ancients long before the word Christian was known. It was also the 
religion practiced by the primit ive Christians, who were spiritually illumined people and 
true followers of Christ. History shows that as the church augmented its outward power, 
its inner power has diminished. No longer can the church say as in times past: ñI posses 
neither gold nor silver,ò neither can she say to the sick: ñArise and walk.ò 

 
Unless new life is infused into the ancient systems, their decadence is sure. Their 

dissolution is particularly indicated in the prevalence of materialism, skepticism and 
license. New life cannot be infused into religion by giving force to the external power 
and material authority of the clergy; it must be instilled into it from its own center. The 
central power which gives life to all things in motion is Love, and only as religion is 
permeated with l ove can it be strong and enduring; a religion based on universal love of 
humanity contains the elements of universal religion.  

 
True religion consists in the knowledge of God, but God can only be known by His 

manifestation. All nature is a manifestation of  god; without doubt the highest grade of 
this manifestation is the divinity of man. To make all men divine is the final objective of 
religion, and the recognition of the Universal Divinity in all beings is the means for 
reaching this end. The recognition of God signifies the recognition of the universal 
principle of divine love. In him who fully recognizes this principle, not merely in theory 
but in practice, the inner senses will  be opened, and his mind will be illumined by a 
spiritual and divine wisdow.  

 
When all men have arrived at this state, then the divine light of the Spirit will 

illumine the world and will be recognized in the same way that the light of the sun is 
universally seen. Then knowledge will take place of opinion, faith that of theory, and  
universal love will rule in place of personal love. Then will be recognized in Nature and 
in man the majesty of the universal God and the harmony of His Laws. And in the jewels 
which adorn the throne of the Eternal, jewels well known to the Adepts, will b e seen the 
splendor of the Light of the Spirit.  

 
(TO BE CONTINUED) 
 
 



 23 

Symbolism of Christmas  
 

 

 

  

 

eep in the heart of humanity exists the mystic yearning implanted within it at the 

first Christmastide when the Light of Man made a definite place for Itself within 

and upon this dense earth planet.  

The word Christmas is derived from the medieval Christe Masse, the Mass of Christ.  

The story of the Christ birth is for the Occident what the birth of Krishna is for the 

Orient. Whether literally, mystically, or symbolically understood, it brings to man 

fundamental truth which, as his Spirit faculties unfold and function to perceive and 

accept such truth, raises his entire being to a height not reached hitherto.  

 

D 
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The Adoration of the Magi is an early painting by Leonardo da Vinci. 

Leonardo was given the commission by the Augustinian monks of San 
Donato a Scopeto in Florence, but departed for Milan the following year, 

leaving the painting unfinished. It has been in the Uffizi Gallery in 

Florence since 1670. 

For the spiritual aspirant, 

Christ's words "No man cometh 

to the Father save by Me," carry 

a transcendent meaning. Parsifal 

inquires, "Who is the Grail?" 

The reply indicates high spiritual 

perception:  

"If thou hast by him been bidden,  

From thee the truth will not be 

hidden....  

The land to Him no path leads 

through,  

And search but severs from Him 

wider  

When He Himself is not the 

Guider."  

 

A true interpretation of the Christmas legend necessitates first of all an understanding, 

however dim it may be at first, that the birth of the Christ child in the manger in the 

stable among the animals symbolizes the first faint upspringing of the Christ 

consciousness in animal man. The tiny indwelling flame which is the Christ flame has 

been hitherto dormant in the human soul. It now receives sufficient stimulation to enable 

it to grow and enlarge until eventually the Spirit makes itself a potent factor in the life of 

the individual and the first step toward the Father by way of the Christ is taken.  

The Ego-self has taken note of its expressing vehicle, the personal man, and has vivified 

it, so that among the "animals" of man's lower nature, in the manger or feeding place of 

the animal faculties, the babe of the Christic Self is born. Always the manger or cradle 

of the Christ Child is a place of sanctuary.  

A great solar manifestation comes to fruition at Christmas. Groups of forces composing 

this manifestation have been personalized down through the ages. The Biblical story 

properly interpreted contains a near approximation of the actual truth. The entire story of 

Christmas is a universally applicable symbol. It is found in all accounts of avataric births 

in all races and nations. Krishna, Mithra, Horus, Orpheus, Hermes, as well as countless 

heroes, gods, and saviors, were born in "mangers," wrapped in swaddling clothes, 

visited by wise men bearing gifts, worshiped by shepherds, and shone as stars of 

redeeming light for their peoples and nations.  

December twenty-fifth is the date of the birth of Earth's physical light bringer, the Sun. 

Jesus, representative of the universal Christ, the Light of the world, is the spiritual Light 

bringer to mankind, and His birth date should properly be the solar date for the sun's 



 25 

birth. December twenty-fifth, as the birthday of Jesus, was first celebrated some 200 

years after the actual event. From early antiquity, many myths concern the mystic Christ 

birth. Whether born in a cave, a stable, or elsewhere, this birth has two great symbolic 

meanings:  

1. The birth of Love-Goodwill to men. The giving of a new law to mankind, expressed 

in the commandments " Love ye one another," and "Love is the fulfilling of the Law."  

2. The birth of the Christic consciousness in the souls of all men who aspire to the 

heights  

of spiritual truth. No gainsaying can controvert this universal truth.  

In its Cosmic sense, the Christmas birth celebrates the descent of the Divine Light, Spirit 

penetrating and permeating matter. In the human sense it is the descent of the Son of 

God (Spiritual Light) into matter, the descent of the Ego into the physical body.  

Like all great spiritual teachings, this one concerning the origin and celebration of 

Christmas has been perverted and commercialized through greed and selfishness.  

Christmas Eve, December 24-25, is considered the holiest night of the year because on 

this midnight spiritual influences are strongest. In the Mysteries, the candidate, in 

spiritual vision, saw the mystic Star of Bethlehem, the spiritual Sun that shone on Holy 

Night, which guided him to the inner Christ. In his heart echoed the deathless and 

prophetic song "On earth peace, good will toward men." "Rejoice, ye children of earth, 

for unto you is born this day a King," the Seraphs sang on that long ago Holy Night.  

In early Britain the beautiful custom of the Yule log was kept. It first became a public 

ceremony in 1577. Yule is a Germanic word meaning Christmas. Large candles were 

lighted on Christmas Eve and a large oak log was laid upon the fire to illuminate the 

house. It was thought that if kept throughout the year, the remains of the Yule log would 

protect the house from fire and lightning.  

The Christmas tree itself is a universal symbol. Antedating the Christian era, it 

originated in Egypt during the worship of the Goddess Isis. A palm tree with twelve 

short shoots on it, representing the twelve months of the year, was used at the time of the 

winter solstice. In northern regions a fir tree was used instead of a palm. The origin of 

exchanging gifts occurred in early medieval days. In some countries the custom of 

foretelling the future from cakes is celebrated on Christmas Eve.  

Gifts were brought to the birth of Jesus in the shepherd's cave-precious gifts of gold, 

frankincense, and myrrh: spiritual power, love-wisdom, and intelligence were poured 

upon the newborn Child, the Christic Light atom in the human heart, the babe in its 

mother's arms, the great earth mother which carries, nurtures, and preserves the tiny life 

vehicle. These gifts (qualities) were showered by the glorious Magi of the Cosmic 

realms who bless and enrich each individual spiritual birth. These powers, in rapport 
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with and irradiated by the argentine light of the splendid Christic Star, pour into weak 

and suffering humanity their stimulating influence and strength, without which man's 

evolutionary course would be far more difficult and prolonged.  

The Magi, high initiates, were drawn to the holy place by their inner perception and 

knowledge of the supervening, cosmic event, the birth of the world's Savior. The three 

Wise Men represent those advanced egos brought together in their common purpose 

from the three primary races. Their gifts signify the several human faculties or sheaths 

which enter into the process of manifestation. They are led by the glorious Star to the 

World Savior, to Jesus, whose physical form was to provide the vehicle for the universal 

Christ Spirit.  

He of India brought gold, designated in symbology as the emblem of the Spirit. We read 

of alchemists trying to transmute base metal into gold and understand that this is esoteric 

language for describing the purification of the dense body, refining it and extracting its 

spiritual essence.  

He of Egypt brought frankincense or incense, which is a physical substance of very light 

nature, often used in religious services. It serves as a scaffolding or matrix for the 

embodiment of ministering unseen forces, and thus symbolizes the physical body.  

He of Greece brought myrrh. It is the extract of a very rare aromatic plant. It symbolizes 

that which man as spirit extracts through experience in the physical world-the soul.  

Mary, the mother, was the focus of light, the holy etheric crucible in which the 

transmutation of the elements took place. She represents the ideal of purity, devotion, 

and humility, which makes possible the incarnation of the most evolved of human egos.  

The shepherds who saw the Star typify the inward vision of Divine Fire as it comes to 

those on the earth plane whose piety opens the window of the soul and activates 

clairvoyance. Their discernment enabled them to see the glory in the heavens and to feel 

the spiritual impulsions radiating from the wondrous Star.  

In one sense it was a material star. In a higher sense it was the flame of forces 

concentrated to bring into material manifestation a physical presentment of the Logos, 

the world's Savior.  

The earth was still. The air was reverently hushed, as if holding its breath, for at that 

moment it was rapturously focused on Bethlehem (birth). Silence, solitude, and 

adoration develop the discerning eye, the inner ear, and the sensitive Spirit.  

Especially during this Christmastide shall we not focus our thought upon these truths? 

Shall we not meditate upon the true interpretation of the sublime Christmas narrative, 

deepening and enlivening our knowledge and understanding of this mystic event? Shall 

we not center our effort upon expanding our power to serve? Let us celebrate this 

Christmas by rendering to the Christ Child the love and homage which is His due and 
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our gift and blessing. Let us rejoice with the Shepherds, "For we have seen His Star in 

the East, and have come to worship Him." He, Who lighteth every man who comes into 

the world, He stands illuminating the Way. As the incarnation of the Truth and the Life, 

the Bethlehem Star discloses the path leading to the Father. "For where I go, ye shall go 

also."  

--Katharine Hillwood Poor  

--Rays from the Rose Cross Magazine, November/December, 1995  

 

 

 
 

From Secret Symbols of the Rosicrucians of the 16th & 17th Centuries, Altona, 1785 

Harmonious Conception of the Light of Nature 
from which you can deduce the renovation & restoration of all things emblematic. 
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The Cosmic Christ and the Planetary Christ 
 

Corinne Heline 
 

 

   

 
Rosicrucian Crucifixion 

 
Redrawn from an early 18th century water color. 
(Artist unkown) 

The Solar Crucifixionðan outstanding example of 
the astronomical knowledge possessed by the so-

called prehistoric worldðñéour solar system is 

located at the heart of the Divine Man of the skies.ò 
Ignoring the crucifixion in the literal sense, the 

Gnostics considered only its cosmic import. The 

agony of the Savior is not the agony of death, but 
the agony of birth. Only to him who has found his 

life by losing it is the mystery comprehensible. 

- From The Secret Teachings of All Ages 

by Manly P. Hall.  http://prs.org/  

The Bible is one of the great mystery books of all times. 

Few there are who  realize its infinite depths. Christ said of 

the imperceptive multitudes: "Seeing, they may see and not 

perceive; hearing, they may hear, and not  understand." 

(Mark 4:12) 

 

Of the many thousands of books that have been written 

about the life of  Christ there are not more than two or 

three which mention the profoundest  mystery concerning 

Him, namely, the Christ Mystery in the cosmos. Until our  

own time it was not, perhaps, essential that this Mystery be 

taught openly. 

 

  Today we enter a Space Age, and it is the Cosmic Christ 

who will be the central figure of the religion of the 

incoming Aquarian Age. We who are privileged to begin 

here and now the study of those profound cosmic truths,  

preparing ourselves to be the pioneers of the Age so soon 

to dawn, must accept  special responsibilities. These are the 

responsibilities of the New Age Disciple who is taught by 

the Risen Christ, or His emissaries. 

 

  Therefore in tracing the Christ Path through the stars we 

shall endeavor at  the same time to trace the pattern of New 

Age discipleship, the "Awakened One"  who learns to walk 

in the same Path of Light in which the Christ walked, 

showing the Way to those who shall come after Him. 

 

The Christ Mystery is so sublime and so far-reaching in its 

import that it  transcends any human definition. So 

profound are its meanings that they can  never be plumbed 

nor expressed by mere words; they can be sensed only in 

the silence of spiritual contemplation. 

 

   

 

  In the ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION, Max Heindel states that: "In the first chapter 

of John this Great Being is called God. From the Supreme Being  emanates the Word, the 

Creative Fiat 'without whom was not anything made, and this Word is the alone-begotten Son, 

http://prs.org/wpcms/?page_id=8&category=33&product_id=800
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born of His Father (the Supreme Being) before all worlds--but positively NOT Christ." Here 

Max Heindel is making a  distinction between the Cosmic Christ Jesus in His planetary and 

historical  aspects. "Grand and glorious as is Christ," he continues, "towering high above  mere 

human nature, He is not this Exalted Being. Truly, 'the Word was made  flesh,' but not in the 

limited sense of the flesh of one body, but the flesh  of all that is, in this and millions of other 

solar systems."  

 

  The Father channels the will principle; the Christ, the love-wisdom  principle; the Holy Spirit, 

the activity principle. The last literally infuses  forms with life. The Holy Spirit works with the 

life principle which is  present in all creation; and is the guardian of the sacred force, the creative  

principle of God. Therefore, every living thing is under his guardianship. God  creates and Christ 

formulates, while Holy Spirit activates form. The  difference between the Christ of the Earth and 

the Cosmic Christ is best seen  by an illustration. Imagine a lamp in the center of a large hollow 

sphere of  polished metal. The lamp will send rays from itself to all points of the  sphere, and will 

reflect lamps in all different places. So the Cosmic Christ-- the highest initiate of the Sun period-

-sends out rays. 

 

  The sun of our planetary solar system is threefold. We can see the outside,  the physical sun. 

Behind that, or hiding in that, is the spiritual sun whence  comes the impulse of the Cosmic 

Christ Spirit. Outside the other two is  something we call Vulcan, not a planet, that can be seen 

only as a half globe.  In occultism we say that is the body of the Father. When we had developed 

so far that the Christ came here and incarnated on earth, then a ray of the  Cosmic Christ came 

here and incarnated in the body of our Elder Brother Jesus.  After the sacrifice on Golgotha He 

drew Himself into the earth, and became its  Indwelling Planetary Spirit. 

 

THE PLANETARY CHRIST 

 

  The planetary Christ is a glorious Archangel, supreme among the archangelic Host. The 

Hierarchy of Capricorn is the home of the Archangels; but during the  period of His mission to 

this planet, Christ and His ministering Hosts make  their home in the spiritual sheath of the Sun--

for each heavenly body has a  spiritual sheath extending far into space beyond its visible form. In 

the same  way every human being has a spiritual extension beyond his physical vehicle. 

 

  From the very beginning of civilization the most primitive religions paid  homage to this Great 

Being Who dwells in the Sun. High priests of Mystery  Temples taught their most advanced 

disciples the truth relative to this  glorious Sun Being, and they looked forward to a time when 

He would descend to earth and become the world's Redeemer. Those who were clairvoyant could 

see the Solar Lord to whom they paid homage to this great Being Who dwells in the Sun, and 

then they knew that His human embodiment was imminent. From country to country, from 

prophet to master, from master to teacher, from teacher to  disciple passed the glad tidings that 

the Blessed Lord, He who was to be the  Saviour of the world, was close to earth. 

 

  When we speak of a spiritual rising in inner space it is to be understood  that "upward" and 

"inward" are virtually synonymous; yet at the same time, to the clairvoyant vision the Christ 

Glory does really have the appearance of  "rising" upward to the Sun from the surface of the 

earth; for as the Divine  Hermes of ancient Egypt said, "As it is above, so it is below." 
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  The Path of Discipleship also follows from the outward to the inward, which  is also upward. 

Max Heindel likened this Path to a church steeple which  becomes narrower and steeper until 

there is nothing left to cling to but the  cross; a very apt analogy. The Christ said: "If any man 

will come after me,  let him deny himself, and take up his cross and follow me." 

 

  The cross of renunciation, symbolized in the Lenten and Eastertide, must be  accepted by every 

true disciple who endeavors to walk the Path of Holiness.  His soul body can nenevr be built 

until he acquires mastery over himself, and  is willing to forego the so-called pleasures of the 

sense world. The soul-powers attained by self-conquest enable the illumined one to exchange the  

cross for a crown. 

 

  It is said that the constellation Pisces will be the home of the human race  when all of its units 

have been perfected. Pisces is called the constellation  of the human race, as Aquarius is that of 

the Angels. Those who follow the  Christ to the ultimate high goal finish their cycles of mortal 

incarnation;  they are free from the wheel of birth and death. They "go no more out," and it is 

then that they as spiritual beings, cluster among the stars of the  constellation Pisces, in a manner 

of speaking. 

 

  Their karmic debts are paid and all their earthly bonds are severed. Such  are known as the 

Compassionate Ones, the Elder Brothers of the race who no longer need earth's lessons. They are 

free to pass into a glorious existence  within the constellation Pisces. However, these great ones 

may return at will,  and in obedience to the precept that he who loves most serves best, often they 

give up the blissful opportunities of that divine plane in order to serve the less advanced 

members of the human race who are still struggling in the toils of their self-made karma. 

Humility, obedience and service are the keynotes of their lives. 

 

  Such renunciation is illustrated in the life of Mary of Bethlehem who,  having learned all of 

earth's lessons and having been caught up to reign with  the Angels, returned to this planet to 

teach humanity one of heaven's supreme mysteries, that of the Immaculate Conception. Knowing 

that she would be misunderstood, persecuted and reviled, yet she persisted, so that she might be 

to mankind an Exemplar so nearly divine that today, almost two thousand years later, it is still 

barely comprehended by a few and remains entirely unknown to the masses. Working under the 

law of service, she descended into mortality, saying, "Let it be according to thy word." Such a 

high state of spiritual attainment, builded upon sacrifice, humility of spirit, and perfect at-one-

ment with the law of obedience, awaits perfected man. 

 

  The aspirant who reflects seriously upon the meaning of the twelve zodiacal  signs which 

comprise our immediate cosmos do well to correlate the Piscean  meditation with the experiences 

of the immortal Twelve during the season just preceding Christ's annual "crucifixion." As 

Golgotha's pain and sorrow are swallowed up in the golden glory of Easter morn, the disciple 

who has overcome the personal self and who walks the Path of Holiness through Pisces to its 

very end, will find that he has exchanged his cross for the golden glory of a "wedding garment" 

in which to function, free and triumphant, with the Risen Christ. 

 

  The history of mankind since Christ's Sacrifice on Golgotha may seem to  have improved little; 

but this age is the age of Pisces, which as we have said  is the sign of the balancing of the ledgers 

of karma. The debts which man owes to man and nation owes to nation are now being liquidated, 
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and as this Old Age of Pisces disappears in time and the New Age of Aquarius takes its place, 

world-wide harmony will be achieved, with a world government of nations, dwelling in 

brotherhood and peace, for Aquarius is the sign of the Son of Man. 

 

  The physical drops of blood which fell upon the Mount at the Crucifixion  were not the true 

agents of earth's salvation. The fiery wings of light and  power, which are the Christ's Glory, 

striking in and through the planet are  the earth's forever Redeemer. The archangelic Light is 

truly His blood, and it  is this which saves. 

 

  Now each year as the radiant Christ Ray ascends once more from the earth's  core, its passage 

upward is felt as a drawing force in Nature; and when it has  reached a certain height its forces 

are focused anew in the desire world of  the planet. The raging emotions of mankind are now the 

special field of His  ministration and at Eastertide mankind senses that a great tranquility is  

pouring into his soul from some unknown source. By means of this power  intensifying year by 

year, mankind is slowly but surely becoming a Christ in  the manking. 

 

 
Resurrection, by Johfra, 1988 
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Twelve Holy Days 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Twelve Holy Days is the holy period, from December 26 to January 6, in the Esoteric Christian 

interpretation of the Christmas season. 

The night between the 24th and 25th of December is considered to be the most "Holy Night", 

when the Sun (the "Light of the World") commences its journey from the south to the north. On 

the night when he commences his northward journey the zodiacal sign virgo, the celestial virgin 

(the "Queen of Heaven"), stands upon the eastern horizon at midnight (thus he is "born of a 

virgin" without other intermediary, hence, "immaculately conceived.") 
[1]

. 

On December 25 the Christ enters the heart of Earth and the planet is swept by powerful solstitial 

radiations, becoming enveloped by the light of the archangelic Christ and therefore Christmas is 

considered the most "Holy Day" of the year. From December 26 to January 6 the twelve zodiacal 

hierarquies work upon the Earth and its life forms, along with the Christ light which continues 

throughout the twelve holy days. The night of January 6 is regarded as the Twelfth Night, the 

time when the "Rite of Baptism" was performed in early Christianity. This period of twelve-day 

interval, between Christmas and Twelfth Night, is regarded as the spiritual heart of the year to 

follow and is termed the year's "Holy of Holies" 
[2]

. 

The Twelve Holy Days 

Holy Day 
Zodiacal 

Hierarchy  

Solar 

month 

Body 

center 
Disciple Bible meditation 

December 

26 
Aries 

March 20 to 

April 21 
the head 

James, brother of 

John (pioneer, first 

disciple) 

Behold, I make all 

things new.-

Revelation 21:5 

December 

27 
Taurus 

April 21 to 

May 22 
the throat Andrew (humility) 

He that dwelleth 

in love dwelleth in 

God.-I John 4: 16 

December 

28 
Gemini 

May 22 to 

June 22 
the hands 

Thomas (his doubts, 

natural to the mortal 

mind, were 

transcended) 

Be still, and know 

that I am God. -

Psalm 46:10 

December 

29 
Cancer 

June 22 to 

July 23 

the solar 

plexus 

Nathaniel (a mystic 

in whom there is no 

guile) 

But if we walk in 

the light, as he is 

in the light, we 

have fellowship 

one with another.-

I John 1:7 
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December 

30 
Leo 

July 23 to 

August 24 
the heart 

Judas (personality 

must always wane 

that spirit may wax 

strong) 

Love is the 

fulfilling of the 

law.-Romans 13: 

10 

December 

31 
Virgo 

August 24 

to 

September 

23 

the 

intestinal 

tract 

James the Just, 

brother of Jude and 

Simon (purity of 

character and 

consecration to 

selfless service) 

But he that is 

greatest among 

you shall be your 

servant. Matthew 

23:11 

January 1 Libra  

September 

23 to 

October 24 

the adrenal 

glands 

Jude (a minister of 

the beautiful) 

Ye shall know the 

truth, and the 

truth shall make 

you free.-John 8: 

32 

January 2 Scorpio 

October 24 

to 

November 

23 

the 

generative 

system 

John the Beloved 

(transmutation is the 

keynote) 

Blessed are the 

pure in heart: for 

they shall see 

God.-Matthew 5:8 

January 3 Sagittarius 

November 

23 to 

December 

22 

the sacral 

plexus 

Philip  (a spiritualized 

mind) 

Ye, are the light -

of the world.-

Matthew 5:14 

January 4 Capricorn 

December 

22 to 

January 20 

the knees 

Simon brother of 

James and Jude (his 

one desire was to 

serve the Lord) 

Let the Christ be 

formed in you.-

Galatians 4:19 

January 5 Aquarius 

January 20 

to February 

19 

the two 

lower 

limbs 

Matthew (he 

renounced all worldly 

possessions) 

Ye are my 

friends.-John 15:4 

January 6 Pisces 
February 19 

to March 20 
the feet 

Peter (through his 

faith, became the 

Rock of Initiation on 

which the church was 

founded) 

So God created 

man in his own 

image. Genesis 1: 

27 
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OCCULT SCIENCE 

 

Traveling in Foreign Countries 
 

 

AX HEINDEL TELLS US that ñthe first step in Occultism is the study of the 

invisible Worldsôô (Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conception, p. 34, hereafter RCC). The three 

worlds in which we are currently functioning are the physical world, the desire world, 

and the world of thought. The physical world is divided into the chemical region (of solids, 

liquids and gases) and the etheric region. It is the etheric region of the physical world, along with 

the desire world and world of thought which constitute the invisible worlds. These invisible 

worlds are the foreign countries to which we desire to travel. It should be noted that these 

invisible worlds are not separated from our physical world in terms of time or space. They are as 

close to us as our hands and feet. In them we live and move and have our being. 

 

Each of the worlds, and their regions, is subject to laws which are operative in that particular 

world and inoperative in the others. The matter, or substance, of these worlds also varies in 

density. We are familiar with the various densities of matter in our physical worldðsolids, 

liquids and gases. The four ethers (chemical, life, light and reflecting) also belong to the physical 

world. We will need to understand and master the laws of each world before we can successfully 

travel through them. Max Heindel explains that ñTo function in any world, and express the 

qualities peculiar to it, we must first possess a vehicle made of its material. In order to function 

in the dense Physical World it is necessary to have a dense body adapted to our environmentò 

(RCC, p. 57). 

 

He was once asked ñHow long will it be before we can do without these physical bodies, and 

function altogether in the Spiritual Worlds again?ò He answered as follows: 

 

ñThis question reveals a state of mind which is all too common among people who have become 

acquainted with the fact that we possess spiritual bodies in which we may move through space 

with lightening rapidity, bodies which do not need the material raiment and, therefore, will 

require no care upon the part of their owners. These people long then for the time when they may 

grow such figurative wings and shed this ólow and vile mortal coilô altogether. 

 

ñSuch a state of mind is extremely unfortunate. We should be very thankful for the material 

instrument which we have, for that is the most valuable of all our vehicles. While it is perfectly 

true that our physical body is the lowest of all our vehicles, it is also a fact that this vehicle is the 

most finished of our instruments, and without that the other vehicles would be of little use to us 

at this time. For while this splendidly organized instrument enables us to meet the thousand and 

one conditions here, our higher vehicles are practically unorganized. 

 

ñThe vital body is formed organ for organ as our dense physical body, but until it has been 

trained by esoteric exercises it is not a fit instrument to function in alone. The desire body has 

only a number of sense centers which are not even active in the great majority of people and as 

M 
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for the mind, it is an unformed cloud with the great majority. We should aim today to spiritualize 

the physical instrument, and we should realize that we must train our higher vehicles before they 

can be of use. For the great mass of people that will take a long, long time. Therefore, it is best to 

do the duty that is close to our hands, then we hasten the day when we shall be able to use the 

higher vehicles, for the day depends upon ourselvesò (Questions and Answers, Vol. 1, pp. 18-

19). 

 

We live in the physical world. We are learning to master the elements as solids, liquids and 

gases, and we are learning to work with the ethers. We first learned to harness the winds, then 

steam, and still later petroleum and nuclear power. As we mastered each form of matter, we were 

able to travel further, faster, and safer. Journeys which once took years can now be completed in 

hours. We have learned to use the air waves. World-wide communication is now instantaneous. 

Similar efforts will be required of us as we learn to function in the Worlds of desire and thought. 

 

 

THE FOUR VEHICLES 

 

 
 

Max Heindel tells us that we have ñseveral instrumentsða dense body, a vital body, a desire 

body, and a mind. These are the spiritôs tools and upon their quality and condition depends how 

much or how little it can accomplish in its work of gathering experience in each life. If the 

instruments are poor and dull there will be but little spiritual growth and the life will be a barren 

one, so far as the spirit is concernedò (RCC, p. 430). 

 

In the physical world we function through our dense and vital bodies, in the desire world we 

function through our desire body, and in the world of thought we function through the mind. Just 

as we are gaining experience by working with the materials of the physical world so we will 

have to learn to work with desire matter and thought matter. Just as we learned to work with the 

elements of the physical worldðfire, earth, air and waterðso will we also learn to master the 

elements and laws of the desire worldðattraction, repulsion, interest and indifferenceðand the 
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elements and laws of the world of thought, the powers of concrete and abstract thought, by 

cultivating and strengthening the faculties of observation, discrimination, concentration, 

meditation and adoration. 

 

 

TRAVELING IN THE SPIRITUAL WORLDS 

 

We can travel in any one of the various worlds once we have built and learned to function in the 

vehicle corresponding to that world. Max Heindel poses the rhetorical question, ñWhy 

investigate these Worlds? 

 

 
Attached by the silver cord extending from the head, the desire body and ego hover 

above the sleeperôs dense and vital bodies. 

Why is it not best to take one 

World at a time: to be content for 

the present with the lessons to be 

learned in the Physical World, and, 

if there are invisible Worlds why 

not wait until we reach them 

before investigating? óSufficient 

unto the day is the evil thereof! 

Why borrow more?ôò His answer 

is that ñIf we knew without doubt 

that at some time, sooner or later, 

each one of us must be transported 

to a far country where, under new 

and strange conditions, we must 

live for many years, is it not 

reasonable to believe that if we had 

an opportunity to learn of that 

country in advance of our removal 

to it we would gladly do so? 

Knowledge would render it much 

easier for us to accommodate 

ourselves to new conditionsò 

(RCC, p. 27). 

 

Heindel also pointed out that we need to understand these other superphysical worlds to best  

understand our own physical world, governed by the law of Cause and Effect. The need to 

prepare ourselves to function in the spiritual Worlds (kingdom of heaven) is illustrated in chapter 

22 of Matthew where Christ Jesus teaches the parable of the wedding banquet. This parable 

clearly states that we will need to wear ñwedding clothesò to attend the banquet. 

 

ñThe kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his 

servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to 

come. Then He sent some more servants and said, ótell those who have been invited that I have 
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prepared my dinner. My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. 

Come to the wedding banquet.ô But they paid no attention.... Then he said to his servants.... 

óinvite anyone you can find.ô But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there 

who was not wearing wedding clothes. óFriend,ô he asked, óhow did you get in here without 

wedding clothes?ô The man was speechless. Then the king told the attendants, óTie him hand and 

foot and throw him outside...ôò 

 

 

BUILDING OUR SPIRITUAL VEHICLES  

 

Most of us have learned that we must care for our physical body through proper diet, exercise, 

and hygiene. We understand the dangers of drugs, alcohol and tobacco. Many of us, 

unfortunately, have learned these lesson the hard way. We neglected our diets and/or we did not 

exercise, and we are now paying the price! Today Americans are spending millions, if not 

billions, of dollars on exercise equipment and health foods. More and more people are reducing 

the amount of meat in their diets and others are realizing the benefits of a vegetarian diet. As the 

result of better diets, exercise, hygiene and medical advancements, we are all living longer lives, 

which in turn provide us with more opportunity to obtain life experiences, the food of ñsoul 

growth.ò Those who want to ñtravel in foreign countriesò must also work on developing their 

vital, desire and mental bodies. 

 

 

THE VITAL BODY 

 

 

 

The Rosicrucian Teachings emphasize that occult development starts in the 

vital body. We read that ñit is necessary to work upon and educate the vital 

body in such a manner that it may be used in soul-flights. This vehicle, as 

we know, is composed  of four ethers. It is by means of this body that we 

manipulate the densest of all our vehicles, the physical body....The 

chemical and life ethers form the matrix for our physical bodies. Each 

molecule of the physical body is embedded in a meshwork of ether which 

permeates and infuses it with life....The part of the vital body formed of the 

two higher ethers, the light ether and the reflecting ether, is what we may 

term the soul body; that is to say, it is more closely linked with the desire 

body and the mind and also more amenable to the Spiritôs touch than are 

the two lower ethers. It is the vehicle of intellect, and responsible for all 

that makes man, man. Our observations, our aspirations, our character, etc., 

are due to the work of the Spirit in these two higher ethers, which become 

character and habits. Also, as the dense body assimilates particles of food 

and thus gains flesh, so the two higher ethers assimilate our good deeds 

during life and thus grow in volume as wellò (The Vital Body, pp. 145-

146). 
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THE DESIRE BODY 

 

 

We are reminded that ñWhile clean thoughts take us a long step on the 

path of attainment, the emotions and desires of the desire body are not 

so easily subdued, for that vehicle is already considerably more set than 

the mind....It is the desire body which is responsible for all our actions, 

good, bad and indifferent....Even the subjection of the desire body, 

difficult as it is to accomplish, will not serve to make a man conscious 

in the invisible not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to 

judgment. But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will 

be subject to judgment.ò In Matthew 5:27-28 Christ Jesus specifically 

equates thinking with doing, thought with deed: ñYou have heard that it 

was said, óDo not commit adultery.ô But I tell you that anyone who 

looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in 

his heart.ò 

 

Currents in the Desire Body 

 

Involuntary Clairvoyant 

 

Ordinary  Man 

 

Voluntary Clairvoyant 

 

THE MIND  

 

The mind was designed to give purpose to action. However, earlier in our development, the mind 

coalesced with the desire body to create the ñpersonality.ò Most people daily experience conflict 

between desire and thought. St. Paulôs classic description of this conflict is in Romans 7:21-24: 

ñSo I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me. For in my inner 

being I delight in Godôs law; but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging 

war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my 

members. Who will rescue me from this body of death?ò 
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We are now working to free the mind from the influence of the desire body. Only when the mind 

is thus freed will it serve as a true instrument of the Spirit, allowing us to function safely in the 

Spiritual Worlds. If we are to prepare ourselves to travel in foreign countries we must start by 

living a life of selfless service, exemplified by our right actions, right thoughts, and right 

feelings. 

 

SOUL POWER 

 

Soul power is ñfood for the Spiritòðthe fuel which allows us to function in the higher Worlds. 

We acquire soul power through life experiences. Working through the dense body, the Ego 

learns right action and promotes the growth of the Conscious Soul. The memory of the activities 

done in the dense bodyðthe desires, feelings, and emotions of the desire body, and the thoughts 

and ideas in the mindðpromotes the growth of the Intellectual Soul. In like manner, the highest 

desires and emotions of the desire body form the Emotional Soul. It is through selfless service 

that we learn the principles of right action, right feelings and right thought. Without this soul 

power, we are like a car with a dead battery and no fuelð we can travel nowhere! 

 

TRAVELING IN THE SPIRITUAL  WORLD 

 

 
Representation of an Invisible Helper. Original painting, by 

Mary Hanscom, completed in 1937, is displayed in the Healing 

Department at Mount Ecclesia. 

It is the function of the vital body to build and 

maintain the physical body. The activities of 

the desire body, on the other hand, ñtear 

downò the physical body. So, no matter how 

hard the vital body works, its forces are 

eventually depleted. The result is ñsleep,ò a 

time that allows the bodies to separate and 

restore themselves. Sleep also offers the 

opportunity, to those who are prepared, to 

ñtravel in foreign countries.ò 

 

When we fall asleep our bodies separate. Our 

dense body and vital body remain on the bed, 

while the desire body and mind float above 

them. The four bodies are connected by the 

silver cord. Once the dense and vital bodies 

are freed from the desire and mind bodies, the 

spirit starts the work of restoring harmony to 

these vehicles. The vital body is no longer 

battling the desire body and is free to start the 

process of stabilizing itself and the dense 

body. The spirit also works to bring the desire 

body and mind back into harmony. 
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After this work is done, if time permits, the spirit  is free to use the desire and mind bodies to 

travel in the Desire World and the World of Thought. Most members of the Rosicrucian 

Fellowship use this opportunity to serve as Invisible Helpers, working under the direction of the 

Elder Brothers to assist in healing those in need. The spirit is also offered the opportunity to 

attend ñschoolò and study subjects that are of special interest to it. We may remember some of 

our experiences in the spiritual worlds as dreams; however, they are not always clear. 

 

Max Heindel explains that at times the vehicles do not properly separate at the time of sleep. 

This may happen when ñwe have become so absorbed and interested in the affairs of our 

mundane existence that even after the vital body has collapsed and rendered the dense body 

unconscious, we cannot make up our minds to leave it and commence the work of restoration; 

the desire body will cling like grim death, and is perhaps only half-dragged out by the Ego....It is 

evident that this is an abnormal condition. The proper connections between the different vehicles 

is...disarranged by the unusual relative positions of the higher vehicles...and the inevitable result 

is those confused dreams where the sounds and sights of the Desire World are mixed with the 

happenings of daily life in the most grotesque and impossible wayò (The Desire Body, pp. 64-

65). 

 

It is also explained that we can have prophetic dreams which are fulfilled, ñbut such dreams 

result only after complete extraction of the desire bodyò from the physical. The spirit is then able 

to impress the information on the brain at the time of awakening. Only through a life of selfless 

service, a life of right actions, right thoughts and right feelings, will we be able to learn to 

separate the ethers of the vital body and create the Golden Wedding Garment. Once we have 

learned to separate the light and reflecting ethers from the chemical and life ethers, we will be 

able to take the two higher ethers, along with the desire and mind bodies, and function 

consciously in the spirit Worlds. We will then be conscious Invisible Helpers and able to recall 

all of our out-of-body experiences. Our dreams will cease and we will have full twenty four- 

hour consciousness. 

 

We would do well to take proper care of all our vehicles so that through them we may travel in 

foreign countries and receive the masterôs wages. To paraphrase Max Heindel, from that time, 

awake or asleep, through what we call life, and through what we call death, our consciousness 

will be unbroken. We will lead a consciously continuous existence, having the benefit of all the 

conditions which make for more rapid advancement to ever higher positions of trust, to be used 

in the uplifting of mankind.  

ðJames Noel 
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MAX HEINDELôS MESSAGE 
 

ax Heindel had spent the winter of 1907-1908 in Europe where he contacted the Elder 

Brothers of the Rosicrucian Order under whose tuition he received the contents of the 

wonderful truths contained in THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO-CONCEPTION. At the 

time he received this instruction he little realized the extent of the work given into his keeping 

with the command to disseminate the teachings to a soul-sick world.  

 
 MAX HEINDEL  

(1865-1919) 

   Since the introduction of the Rosicrucian Philosophy and the opening of a World Headquarters 

in Oceanside, California, in 1911, books and pamphlets by Max Heindel have been translated 

and printed in many languages. People from far and wide are calling for and becoming interested 

in these advanced Christian teachings, which are leading mankind back to the Bible and bringing 

to their understanding the satisfying truths contained in the Christian religion through the 

explanation of the mysteries hidden in the Bible.  

   Max Heindelôs Message  gives in a very simple manner the truths of man's own being, 

explaining the why and wherefore of mysteries which have driven millions of souls to 

materialism and caused them to repudiate the Bible.  

M 
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The Mystic Midnight Sun 
 

xoterically the sun has been worshiped as the giver of life from time immemorial, because 

the multitude was incapable of looking beyond the material symbol of a great spiritual 

truth. But besides those who adored the heavenly orb which is seen with the physical eye, 

there has always been and there is today a small but increasing minority, a priesthood 

consecrated by righteousness rather than by rites, who saw and see the eternal spiritual verities 

behind the temporal and evanescent forms which clothe these verities in changing raiment of 

ceremonial, according to the times and the people to whom they were originally given. 

 

 

For them the legendary 

Star of Bethlehem shines 

each year as a Mystic 

Midnight Sun, which 

enters our planet at the 

winter solstice and then 

commences to radiate 

from the center of our 

globe Life, Light, and 

Love, the three divine 

attributes. 

 

These rays of spiritual 

splendor and power fill 

our globe with a supernal 

light that envelops 

everyone upon earth 

from the least to the 

greatest without respect 

of persons.  

 

 
J.  

The Star of Bethlehem(c.1885-1890) 
The Star of Bethlehem is a painting in watercolour by Sir Edward Burne-Jones depicting the Adoration 
of the Magi with an angel holding the star of Bethlehem. 

 

 

But all cannot partake of this wonderful gift in the same measure; some get more, some less, and 

some, alas! seem to have no share in the great love offering which the Father has prepared for us 

in His only begotten Son, because they have not yet developed the spiritual magnet, the Christ 

child within, which alone can guide us unto the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

 

What profits it the Sun doth shine Had I not eyes to see? How shall I know the Christ is mine 

Save through the Christ in me? That soundless voice within my heart Is earnest of the pact 

óTwixt Christ and meðit does impart To faith the force of Fact. 

 

This is a mystic experience which will no doubt ring true to many among our students, for it is as 

literally true as that night follows day and winter follows summer. Unless we have the Christ 

within ourselves, unless that wonderful pact of blood brotherhood has been consummated, we 

can have no part in the Savior, and so far as we are concerned it would not matter though the 

E 
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Christmas bells never ring. But when the Christ has been formed in ourselves; when the 

immaculate conception has become a reality in our own hearts; when we have stood there at the 

birth of the Christ child and offered our gifts, dedicating the lower nature to the service of the 

Higher Self; then, and then only, the Christmas feast is spread for us from year to year. 

 

And the harder we have toiled in the Masterôs vineyard, the more clearly and distinctly shall we 

hear that soundless voice within our hearts issue the invitation: ñCome unto me, all ye that labor 

and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you...for my yoke is easy and 

my burden is light.ò Then we shall hear a new note in the Christmas bells such as we have never 

heard before, for in all the year there is no day so glad as the day when the Christ is born anew 

into the earth, bringing with Him gifts to the children of menðgifts that mean the continuance of 

physical life; for without that vitalizing, energizing influence of the Christ Spirit the earth would 

remain cold and drear, there would be no new song of spring, no little woodland choristers to 

gladden our hearts at the approach of summer. 

 

The icy grip of Boreas would hold the earth fettered and mute forever, making it impossible for 

us to continue our material evolution, which is so necessary to teach us to use the power of 

thought in the proper creative channels. 

 

 
Fresco, 1304-1306. Giotto di Bondone. Scrovegni Chapel, Padua, Italy 

Flight Into Egypt 

The Christmas spirit is thus a living reality to 

all who have evolved the Christ within. The 

average man or woman feels it only around the 

holidays, but the illumined mystic sees and 

feels it months before and months after the 

culminating point on Holy Night. In September 

there is a change in the earthôs atmosphereða 

light begins to glow in the heavens. It seems to 

pervade the whole solar universe. Gradually it 

grows more intense and seems to envelop our 

globe. Then it penetrates the surface of the 

planet and gradually concentrates itself in the 

center of the earth where the group spirits of 

the plants make their homes. On Holy Night it 

attains its minimum size and maximum 

brilliancy. 

 

Then it begins to radiate the concentrated light and gives new life to the earth wherewith to carry 

on the activities of nature during the coming year. This is the beginning of the great cosmic 

drama ñFrom the Cradle to the Cross,ò which is enacted annually during the winter months. 

 

Cosmically the sun is born on the longest and darkest night of the year when Virgo, the Celestial 

Virgin, stands upon the eastern horizon at midnight to bring forth the immaculate child. During 

the months next following, the sun passes through the violent sign of Capricorn where, 

mythically, all the powers of darkness are concentrated in a frantic endeavor to kill the Light-
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bearer, a phase of the solar drama which is mystically presented in the story of King Herod and 

the flight into Egypt to escape death. 

 

 
 

Russian icon of the Nativity. The Star 

of Bethlehem is depicted at the center 

top as a dark semicircle, with a single 

ray coming down. 

 

When the sun enters the sign Aquarius, the Waterman, in 

February, we have the time of rain 

and storms; and as the baptism mystically consecrates the 

Savior to his work of service, so also the floods of moisture 

that descend upon the earth  soften and mellow it so that it 

may yield the fruits whereby the lives of those who dwell 

here are preserved. Then comes the sunôs passage through 

the sign Pisces, the Fishes. At this time the stores of the 

preceding year have been almost consumed and manôs food 

is scarce. Therefore we have the long fast of Lent which 

mystically represents for the  aspirant the same ideal as that 

cosmically shown by the sun. There is at this time the 

carne-vale, the farewell to the flesh, for everyone who 

aspires to the higher life must at some time bid farewell to 

the lower nature with all its desires and prepare himself for 

the passover which is then near. 

 

In April, when the sun crosses the celestial equator and 

enters the sign Aries, the Lamb, the cross 

stands as a mystic symbol of the fact that the candidate to 

the higher life must learn to lay down the mortal coil and 

begin the ascent of Golgotha, the place of the skull; thence 

to cross the threshold into the invisible world. 

 

Finally, in imitation of the sunôs ascent into the northern heavens, he must learn that his place is 

with the Father and that ultimately he is to ascend to that exalted place. Furthermore, as the sun 

does not stay in that high degree of declination but cyclically descends again toward the autumn 

equinox and winter solstice to complete the circle again and again for the benefit of humanity, so 

also everyone who aspires to become a Cosmic Character, a savior of mankind, must be prepared 

to offer himself as a sacrifice again and again for his fellow men. 

 

This is the great destiny that is before every one of us. Each one is a Christ-in-the-making, if he 

will  be, for as Christ said to His disciples: ñHe that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he 

do also; and greater.'' Moreover, according to the maxim ñManôs necessity is Godôs 

opportunity,ò  there never was so great an opportunity to imitate the Christ, to do the work that 

He did, as there is today when the whole continent of Europe is in the throes of a world war, and 

the grandest of all Christmas carols, ñOn earth peace, good will toward men,ò seems to be further 

than ever from its realization. We have the power within ourselves to hasten the day of peace by 

talking, thinking, and living PEACE. For the concerted action of thousands of people does carry 

an impression to the Race Spirit, when it is there directed, especially when the moon is in 

Cancer, Scorpio, or Pisces, which are the three great psychic signs best suited to occult work of 

this nature. Let us use the two and one-half days during which the moon is in each of these signs 

for the purpose of meditation upon peaceðpeace on earth and among men good will. But in so 

doing let us be sure that we do not take sides for or against any of the battling nations. 
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Let us remember at all times that every one of their members is our brother. One is entitled to our 

love as much as another. Let us hold the thought that what we want is to see Universal 

Brotherhood lived upon earth; namely, peace on earth and among men good will, regardless of 

whether the combatants were born on one side or the other of an imaginary line drawn upon the 

map, regardless of whether they express themselves in this, that, or the other tongue. Let us pray 

that peace may come upon earth, everlasting peace, and good will among all men, irrespective of 

all differences of race, creed, color, or religion. In the measure that we succeed in voicing with 

our hearts, not with our lips only, this impersonal prayer for peace, shall we further the Kingdom 

of Christ, for remember that eventually that is where we are all bound forðthe kingdom of the 

heavens where Christ is ñKing of kings and Lord of lords.ò  

ðMax Heindel 

 

 
El Greco (1541-1614), National Gallery, London 

Christ on the Mount of Olives (detail) 
The proffered chalice is symbolical of the Redeemerôs 

acceptance of the agony of the cross. 
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READERôS QUESTIONS 
 

 

Allowing Defective Children to Die 
 

The authorôs knowledge of occult anatomy and spiritual causation should give 

proponents of eugenics and euthanasia reason to reconsider their ideas. 

 
RE DOCTORS JUSTIFIED in allowing a child to die that is bound to be an idiot and 

physically helpless, when an operation would enable it to live? Does an idiot gain any 

experience during life? Is the Ego within aware of the physical disability of the mind and 

body during such a life, and does it learn thereby? Can insanity be classed among the hereditary 

diseases? 

 

Suppose a child met with an accident while playing, a blow on the head, and hence became 

abnormal, or perhaps was put into a state of coma; no one would hesitate for a moment to have 

the operation of trepanning performed so that by taking the pressure off the skull from the brain 

the child might be restored to its normal state of consciousness. And why should a newborn child 

not receive the same care and have everything done for it that is possible? It would be considered 

criminal to allow an older child to die for lack of care, and it is just as indefensible in the case of 

a newborn child, for when the Ego has gone through the womb in order to gain the experience of 

this physical life, we are in duty bound to support its efforts in every possible manner. 

 

Then it is asked, Does the Ego gain experience by a life of insanity? Yes, it does, for the Ego 

itself is never insane. The improper connection between its various vehicles, the mind, desire 

body, vital body, and dense body makes for insanity. When the connection between the brain 

centers and the vital body is imperfect, then we have what is called the idiot, often melancholy 

but generally perfectly harmless. When the faulty connection is between the desire body and the 

vital body, the conditions are somewhat similar, but include the class in which the muscular 

control is defective, as in the case of epilepsy and St. Vitus dance. When the connection is 

broken or faulty between the desire body and the mind we have the raving maniac who is violent 

and dangerous. And when the connection is defective between the Ego and the mind, we have 

what we might call a soulless man, the most dangerous of all, gifted with a cunning that is 

usually at some unexpected time put to a most diabolical use.   

 

If we consider the body or the different bodies as musical instruments upon which the Ego is 

playing, then when every connection is perfect, the Ego can bring out a more or less beautiful 

symphony of life, according to its stage in evolution; but when the connections are faulty or 

broken, the Ego is like a musician forced to exercise his talent with an instrument lacking a 

number of strings, and is unable to bring out anything but discords. To a musician it would be 

torture to be forced to play upon such a defective instrument, and it is the same with the Ego 

which is immured in an insane personality. For reasons to be sought in past lives, it is forced to 

stay with a body that it cannot control. It suffers more or less acutely according to its stage in 

evolution, and thus it learns the lessons in the School of Life which are required to make it 

A 
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perfect. It is a sad condition, but though a lifetime appears to us very long, it is but as a fleeting 

moment in the unending life of the Spirit, and we may console ourselves with the knowledge that 

when the Ego comes back to Earth again it will have a normal body, provided of course the 

lesson has been learned. 

 

With respect to the last part of the question, Is insanity hereditary?, we may answer either in the 

affirmative or the negative according to which phase of the problem we are considering. From 

the spiritual point of view, as we have already stated, insanity is not a defect in the Ego, but 

because of a twist in its character it cannot build a normal body; hence, by association, it is 

drawn to a family that is similarly inclined. This is on the very same principle that we see people 

of like character always seeking one anotherôs company. As the old saying goes, ñBirds of a 

feather flock together.ò 

 

Musicians congregate in music halls, at concerts, and similar places. They also seek birth in the 

families of musicians because there the instrument needed, long slender fingers and an ear in 

which the semi-circular canals are properly placed, give them the ability to express music. 

Sporting men and gamblers flock together on race tracks and in gambling dens. Thieves have 

their resorts and so on. Similarly those with a certain defect in their characters are attracted to 

people and families which have the same defect. Hence if we view the problem of insanity from 

the form side, it may be said that it is hereditary. 

 

Scientists who view the matter entirely from the form side are of the opinion that by limiting the 

reproduction of defectives they may stamp out disease. But just as the soft juices which at one 

time formed the snailôs body are gradually sent out and crystallized into the hard and flinty shell 

it carries upon its back, so the former acts of the soul have crystallized themselves into a body 

wherein the Spirit must dwell until that body is worn out. Relief will never be obtained by 

working with and upon the physical body alone, any more than operating upon the shell would 

cure a sick snail. Emerson said truly that ña sick man is a scoundrel who has been found out in 

breaking the laws of nature.ò The insane are in that category, and if we wish to cure them we 

must apply the spiritual means of education, for all other methods are simply palliative; they do 

not reach the source of the disease.  

- Max Heindel 

 

 

Spirit Materialization 

Part I 
 

 

E HAVE received the following letter from a friend in Porto Rico who some time ago 

gave us an account of the post mortem wanderings of a suicide. In the present case she 

reports an instance of materialization of a deceased student of the Rosicrucian 

teachings, which took place at the house of a friend of the family who is an undeveloped psychic, 

and our correspondent asks ñdid Mr. Parker take the substance from this medium?ò The fact that 

the medium collapsed after the manifestation seems to favor that conclusion, and we opine that 

being a student of occultism, Mr. Parker knew how to take advantage of the opportunity to utilize 

the ether of the medium for a few moments. All the so-called dead do not know that where the 

W 
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ether is specially loose it may be abstracted and such materializing media are scarce; it is still 

more rare to find one right in the company where the ódeadô want to materialize. Mr. Parker had 

the knowledge and a lucky combination of circumstances brought a medium and his wife 

together and afforded him an ideal opportunity which he grasped as shown in the letter. It is also 

probable that Mrs. Parker is slightly mediumistic. She ought to be careful not to get into circles. 

 

Dear Friends: 

 

I do not exactly like to deal in marvels, but another has happened in this neighborhood and I 

want to tell you about it. 

 

On January 1, 1916 there died in the San Juan Hospital of heart disease one of the most 

prominent citizens and planters of the Bayamon neighborhood. His wife has written to you 

several times about her children, and although not a registered student, in the leisure moments 

of a very busy planterôs life for the last two years he had been studying the Rosicrucian 

Philosophy. His wife had only returned from the North a few days before he died, and she was 

greatly distressed to find she could not go on the ship after the body had been placed there 

because it was a quarantined ship from South America. 

 

The night the body was put on the ship, while Mrs. Parker and the children were seated around 

the supper table, they heard distinctly Mr. Parkerôs voice saying, óI am not on that ship. I am 

right here with you.ô 

 

Shortly afterwards, Mrs. Parker and the two little girls were invited to spend the night at a 

friendôs house where Mr. Parker had been very fond of going. After the evening meal Mrs. 

Parker went into an inner room for a moment and her hostess hurried after her and in an excited 

way laid her hand on her arm and tried to draw her along with her. Mrs. Parker asked, ñWhat is 

the matter?ò and she said, ñMr. Parker is here.ò When they entered the living room Mr. Parker 

stood directly in the doorway facing the room. He was perfectly distinct. For some seconds they 

were so overcome that they stood perfectly still, then Mrs. Parker went toward him with her arms 

extended, when he at once began to recede, slowly, as she advanced, going down the steps 

sidewise and when the bottom was reached, he turned facing the porch, looking at them, and so 

stood in a triangular piece of land, for an appreciable time, after which he slowly disappeared 

(melted away). 

 

Next morning the eldest girl (about seven or eight years old, who had been put to bed before this 

happened) said to her mother, ñDaddy came to see me last night.ò In reply to her motherôs 

question ñWhere?ò she said after she was in bed she looked up and saw him standing at the 

window looking in. He said to her, ñOh, darling, come and kiss me as you used to.ò The child at 

once ran toward him and she said, ñI threw my arms around his neck, and although I saw him 

plainly, when I threw my arms around him, there wasnôt anything there.ò She was not at all 

frightened, but was simply stating a fact which she could not understand. They think this 

preceded his appearance to Mrs. Parker. 

 

Perhaps I should say that the hostess was an undeveloped Psychic who was in the habit of 

leaving  leaving her body involuntarily. After Mr. Parker disappeared she regularly went to 

pieces completely. 
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Did he get the materials he needed from her? 

 

Some months later, while Mrs. Parker was in the North again, she fell sick and was in a hospital 

in Canada with pneumonia where her case was considered hopeless. She did not want to live, yet 

knew the thought was unworthy, for she needed to try to live for her little girlsô sake. Toward the 

end she began to pray for help and courage to try. She was very low indeed, when, on the night 

of October 18, while the nurse was out of the room for a minute and the room was almost dark, 

she suddenly saw on the wall at the foot of her bed a silver cross with a wreath of flowers around 

it and a bright light streaming from it. She was too weak to move but the message the cross 

brought was one of encouragement, so that when the nurse returned she said, ñYou do not need 

to stay tonight for I am better and am going to get well.ò She thought, ñI know that emblem,ò but 

was too weak to realize what it was. Next day she knew it was the Rose Cross. 

 

From that night on she continued to improve and was soon able to come back to her work here. 

 

She supposed at first that Mr. Parker brought her the emblem and the help, but she saw nobody, 

although she was very conscious of a PRESENCE. I hope I have not bored you overmuch. 

 

Very sincerely yours, 

C. W. S. 

Porto Rico 

 

P. S.: Mrs. Parker gave me permission to write 

you this. You see she is sure her help came through 

your Order. 

 

- From Rays from the Rose Cross, June, 1917. 

 

 

Spirit Materialization 

Part II  
 

Puerto Rico, Sept. 7, 1917 

 

Dear Editor: 

 

DO you remember I wrote you a letter some months ago about a friend who died in the hospital 

in San Juan Jan. 1, 1916. You published that letter in the June number of the Rays. Well, I have 

just returned from a visit to his home, and, if anything were needed to make me believe in the 

continuance of life after death, this friendôs doings, would certainly make a believer of me. 

 

He is seen constantly around his plantation. Not by one or two, but by many. I counted five of the 

most reliable workmen who had each seen him from two to five times. These people are all 

psychic and do not seem to be afraid of ñspirits,ò as the ignorant classes in the North are. They 

all agree that he always appears dressed in white, which was his custom in life. They unite in 

saying that he looks exactly as he always did except that he seems lighter on his feet. 
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Some weeks ago his wife and children came to see me one afternoon. She was trying out a new 

chauffeur, and while she was here, my son went in to the village with the new chauffeur to have 

some slight repairs made. After Mrs. P. had started home, my son told me she ought not to trust 

that man, for he considered him both ignorant and unreliable. I felt uneasy because there are 

some very dangerous curves on the road she had to pass. 

 

When she reached home, there was a strange woman on the porch waiting for her. The woman 

was strange in the neighborhood, knew nobody, and nobody knew her. As the car entered the 

drive this woman, who turned out to be a medium, began to shiver and asked a servant standing 

near if anybody had died in that house lately. The servant said ñno,ò nobody had for over a 

year. ñThat  is strange,ò said the woman, ñfor I feel exactly as I always do when some one who 

has passed over is near me.ò Presently, she continued, ñWho is that man running after the 

automobile? He seems greatly excited and is worried about something.ò The servant asked what 

the man looked like, and the woman said, ñHe is a tall man, with a heavy mop of gray hair.ò 

Then the servant said: ñThat must be Mr. P.ò By this time the party in the car had alighted and 

the woman said: ñThe man is now satisfied and calm. He is going away by the back door.ò 

 

One of the peons who saw him in the grove one evening said he went up to a tree and lifted a 

grape fruit in his hand. He seems only to have spoken once, and then to one of the most reliable 

of his men. He stood under a tree as usual and when this man looked at him he said: ñLuciano, I 

want you to tell Mrs P. that she must not walk over this plantation straining her ankle all the 

time. Tell her to get a horse and go about on that.ò ñVery well,ò said the man, ñI will tell her. 

But I donôt think she has ever sprained her ankle but once.ò ñOh, yes she has,ò was the answer, 

ñshe has done it several times.ò And the fact was as stated. She had sprained her ankle four or 

five times in a few months. As was to be supposed, these visits are getting scarcer and farther 

between. The oldest child (aged eight) declares she frequently hears him calling out in front of 

the house. He calls them separately and sometimes all together by a pet name he was 

accustomed to use for them. It does not seem to be a call for them to come, but simply a sort of 

ñhail.ò He is very much ñthereò still to everybody on that plantation. 

 

Now I know all this sounds simply impossible, and I do not know how to account for such 

appearances, but the evidence seems incontrovertible. Can you explain it? 

 

I found upon inquiry that Mr. P. never performed the evening exercise. He always fell asleep the 

minute his head touched the pillow. He tried and found he could not do it. This probably 

accounts for the fact that he has continued to appear for so long. But during the last six months 

he has only been seen twice, and those appearances were some time back. 

 

The man to whom he spoke looks like an anemic subject, but he is very intelligent, so much so 

that he is used exclusively for a tree doctor. 

 

How could my friend have materialized so frequently. He always stood in the twilight under the 

trees. But none of the peons to whom he has appeared are known as mediums. I am puzzled. 

 

Very sincerely yours, 

C.W.S. 
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nswerðFrom what we know of Mr. Parkerôs study during life, it is evident that he was 

familiar with the laws governing spirit materialization, for they have been very 

thoroughly elucidated in our literature, and being taken out in the prime of life when his 

interest was thoroughly centered in his family and plantations, he was like the unripe seed which 

clings to the flesh of the fruit with all its might. It is therefore no wonder that he has stayed 

around his plantation as long as he has. You say that none of the peons who have spoken to him 

are known to be mediumistic, but they are, to some extent, with a very few exceptions, and you 

will also note that Mr. Parker usually appeared in the twilight. That is for the same reason that 

the spy, in our story, ñFacing the Firing Squad,ò which appeared in our November magazine, 

saw the Rosicrucian in a dusky corner of the room where he was waiting, and for the same 

reason later, when he was a freed spirit, the Rosicrucian directed him to go into a darkened 

corner of the room where his sister was sitting so that she might there see him. It is for the same 

reason also that mediums insist upon having the rooms wherein they perform materializations 

darkened; namely, that light sets the ether into violent vibrations much higher than those which a 

materializing spirit is generally capable of imparting to the ether where  wherein it materializes, 

and whereby it is seen. For that reason twilight, dusk, or even pale moonlight are ideal conditions 

for spirit materialization, and Mr. Parker wisely followed the line of least resistance when he 

wanted to show himself to people around his plantation. Naturally, however, the work in the 

other world which lies before every spirit is gradually drawing him away so that the appearances 

are becoming less frequent. 

 

- From Rays from the Rose Cross, December, 1917. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Engraving, 1514, Albrecht Durer (1471-1528) 

 
St. Jerome in his Study 

Through deep study and full control of the 

emotional self (represented by the docile lion 

and dog), the saint has attained a holy serenity 

and a powerfully focused interior life. 

A 
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 ASTROLOGY 

The Sun, A Universal Deity 

MANLY P. HALL  

 
CELESTIAL VIRGIN WIT H SUN GOD IN HER ARMS  

painting by  JAKnaap. 
  

The Madonna who gives birth to the Man Child signifies the priority of the mother aspect of Divinity, the maternal 

creative function being considered the highest expression of being. The Christ Child symbolizes Wisdom; the Virgin 

Mother, Faith. The figure declares that Wisdom, born of Faith, shall redeem the world encircled by the serpent of 

evil. 
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The Sun, A Universal Deity 

THE adoration of the sun was one of the earliest and most natural forms of religious expression. 

Complex modern theologies are merely involvements and amplifications of this simple 

aboriginal belief. The primitive mind, recognizing the beneficent power of the solar orb, adored 

it as the proxy of the Supreme Deity. Concerning the origin of sun worship, Albert Pike makes 

the following concise statement in his Morals and Dogma: "To them [aboriginal peoples] he [the 

sun] was the innate fire of bodies, the fire of Nature. Author of Life, heat, and ignition, he was to 

them the efficient cause of all generation, for without him there was no movement, no existence, 

no form. He was to them immense, indivisible, imperishable, and everywhere present. It was 

their need of light, and of his creative energy, that was felt by all men; and nothing was more 

fearful to them than his absence. His beneficent influences caused his identification with the 

Principle of Good; and the BRAHMA of the Hindus, and MITHRAS of the Persians, and 

ATHOM, AMUN, PHTHA, and OSIRIS, of the Egyptians, the BEL of the Chaldeans, the 

ADONAI of the Phînicians, the ADONIS and APOLLO of the Greeks, became but 

personifications of the Sun, the regenerating Principle, image of that fecundity which perpetuates 

and rejuvenates the world's existence." 

Among all the nations of antiquity, altars, mounds, and temples were dedicated to the worship of 

the orb of day. The ruins of these sacred places yet remain, notable among them being the 

pyramids of Yucatan and Egypt, the snake mounds of the American Indians, the Zikkurats of 

Babylon and Chaldea, the round towers of Ireland, and the massive rings of uncut stone in 

Britain and Normandy. The Tower of Babel, which, according to the Scriptures, was built so that 

man might reach up to God, was probably an astronomical observatory. 

Many early priests and prophets, both pagan and Christian, were versed in astronomy and 

astrology; their writings are best understood when read in the light of these ancient sciences. 

With the growth of man's knowledge of the constitution and periodicity of the heavenly bodies, 

astronomical principles and terminology were introduced into his religious systems. The tutelary 

gods were given planetary thrones, the celestial bodies being named after the deities assigned to 

them. The fixed stars were divided into constellations, and through these constellations wandered 

the sun and its planets, the latter with their accompanying satellites. 

THE SOLAR TRINITY 

The sun, as supreme among the celestial bodies visible to the astronomers of antiquity, was 

assigned to the highest of the gods and became symbolic of the supreme authority of the Creator 

Himself. From a deep philosophic consideration of the powers and principles of the sun has 

come the concept of the Trinity as it is understood in the world today. The tenet of a Triune 

Divinit y is not peculiar to Christian or Mosaic theology, but forms a conspicuous part of the 

dogma of the greatest religions of both ancient and modern times. The Persians, Hindus, 

Babylonians, and Egyptians had their Trinities. In every instance these represented the threefold 

form of one Supreme Intelligence. In modern Masonry, the Deity is symbolized by an equilateral 

triangle, its three sides representing the primary manifestations of the Eternal One who is 

Himself represented as a tiny flame, called by the Hebrews Yod ( )˧. Jakob Böhme, the Teutonic 
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mystic, calls the Trinity The Three Witnesses, by means of which the Invisible is made known to 

the visible, tangible universe. 

The origin of the Trinity is obvious to anyone who will observe the daily manifestations of the 

sun. This orb, being the symbol of all Light, has three distinct phases: rising, midday, and setting. 

The philosophers therefore divided the life of all things into three distinct parts: growth, 

maturity, and decay. Between the twilight of dawn and the twilight of evening is the high noon 

of resplendent glory. God the Father, the Creator of the world, is symbolized by the dawn. His 

color is blue, because the sun rising in the morning is veiled in blue mist. God the Son he 

Illuminating One sent to bear witness of His Father before all the worlds, is the celestial globe at 

noonday, radiant and magnificent, the maned Lion of Judah, the Golden-haired Savior of the 

World. Yellow is His color and His power is without end. God the Holy Ghost is the sunset 

phase, when the orb of day, robed in flaming red, rests for a moment upon the horizon line and 

then vanishes into the darkness of the night to wandering the lower worlds and later rise again 

triumphant from the embrace of darkness. 

To the Egyptians the sun was the symbol of immortality, for, while it died each night, it rose 

again with each ensuing dawn. Not only has the sun this diurnal activity, but it also has its annual 

pilgrimage, during which time it passes successively through the twelve celestial houses of the 

heavens, remaining in each for thirty days. Added to these it has a third path of travel, which is 

called the precession of the equinoxes, in which it retrogrades around the zodiac through the 

twelve signs at the rate of one degree every seventy-two years. 

Concerning the annual passage of the sun through the twelve houses of the heavens, Robert 

Hewitt Brown, 32°, makes the following statement: "The Sun, as he pursued his way among 

these 'living creatures' of the zodiac, was said, in allegorical language, either to assume the 

nature of or to triumph over the sign he entered. The sun thus became a Bull in Taurus, and was 

worshipped as such by the Egyptians under the name of Apis, and by the Assyrians as Bel, Baal, 

or Bul. In Leo the sun became a Lion-slayer, Hercules, and an Archer in Sagittarius. In Pisces, 

the Fishes, he was a fish--Dagon, or Vishnu, the fish-god of the Philistines and Hindoos." 

A careful analysis of the religious systems of pagandom uncovers much evidence of the fact that 

its priests served the solar energy and that their Supreme Deity was in every case this Divine 

Light personified. Godfrey Higgins, after thirty years of inquiry into the origin of religious 

beliefs, is of the opinion that "All the Gods of antiquity resolved themselves into the solar fire, 

sometimes itself as God, or sometimes an emblem or shekinah of that higher principle, known by 

the name of the creative Being or God." 

The Egyptian priests in many of their ceremonies wore the skins of lions, which were symbols of 

the solar orb, owing to the fact that the sun is exalted, dignified, and most fortunately placed in 

the constellation of Leo, which he rules and which was at one time the keystone of the celestial 

arch. Again, Hercules is the Solar Deity, for as this mighty hunter performed his twelve labors, 

so the sun, in traversing the twelve houses of the zodiacal band, performs during his pilgrimage 

twelve essential and benevolent labors for the human race and for Nature in general, Hercules, 

like the Egyptian priests, wore the skin of a lion for a girdle. Samson, the Hebrew hero, as his 

name implies, is also a solar deity. His fight with the Nubian lion, his battles with the Philistines, 
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who represent the Powers of Darkness, and his memorable feat of carrying off the gates of Gaza, 

all refer to aspects of solar activity. 

 
 

THE LION OF THE SUN. 

From Maurice's Indian Antiquities. 

The sun rising over the back of the lion or, astrologically, in the back of the lion, has always been considered 

symbolic of power and rulership. A symbol very similar to the one above appears on the flag of Persia, whose 

people have always been sun worshipers. Kings and emperors have frequently associated their terrestrial power with 

the celestial Power of the solar orb, and have accepted the sun, or one of its symbolic beasts or birds, as their 

emblem. Witness the lion of the Great Mogul and the eagles of Cæsar and Napoleon. 

 
 

THE WINGED GLOBE OF EGYPT. 

 From Maurice's Indian Antiquities. 

This symbol, which appears over the Pylons or gates of many Egyptian palaces and temples, is emblematic of the 

three persons of the Egyptian Trinity. The wings, the serpents, and the solar orb are the insignia of Ammon, Ra, and 

Osiris. 

Many of the ancient peoples had more than one solar deity; in fact, all of the gods and goddesses 

were supposed to partake, in part at least, of the sun's effulgence. 

The golden ornaments used by the priestcraft of the various world religions are again a subtle 

reference to the solar energy, as are also the crowns of kings. In ancient times, crowns had a 

number of points extending outward like the rays of the sun, but modern conventionalism has, in 

many cases, either removed the points or else bent: them inward, gathered them together, and 

placed an orb or cross upon the point where they meet. Many of the ancient prophets, 

philosophers, and dignitaries carried a scepter, the upper end of which bore a representation of 

the solar globe surrounded by emanating rays. All the kingdoms of earth were but copies of the 

kingdoms of Heaven, and the kingdoms of Heaven were best symbolized by the solar kingdom, 
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in which the sun was the supreme ruler, the planets his privy council, and all Nature the subjects 

of his empire. 

Many deities have been associated with the sun. The Greeks believed that Apollo, Bacchus, 

Dionysos, Sabazius, Hercules, Jason, Ulysses, Zeus, Uranus, and Vulcan partook of either the 

visible or invisible attributes of the sun. The Norwegians regarded Balder the Beautiful as a solar 

deity, and Odin is often connected with the celestial orb, especially because of his one eye. 

Among the Egyptians, Osiris, Ra, Anubis, Hermes, and even the mysterious Ammon himself had 

points of resemblance with the solar disc. Isis was the mother of the sun, and even Typhon, the 

Destroyer, was supposed to be a form of solar energy. The Egyptian sun myth finally centered 

around the person of a mysterious deity called Serapis. The two Central American deities, 

Tezcatlipoca and Quetzalcoatl, while often associated with the winds, were also undoubtedly 

solar gods. 

In Masonry the sun has many symbols. One expression of the solar energy is Solomon, whose 

name SOL-OM-ON is the name for the Supreme Light in three different languages. Hiram Abiff, 

the CHiram (Hiram) of the Chaldees, is also a solar deity, and the story of his attack and murder 

by the Ruffians, with its solar interpretation, will be found in the chapter The Hiramic Legend. A 

striking example of the important part which the sun plays in the symbols and rituals of 

Freemasonry is given by George Oliver, D.D., in his Dictionary of Symbolical Masonry, as 

follows: 

"The sun rises in the east, and in the east is the place for the Worshipful Master. As the sun is the 

source of all light and warmth, so should the Worshipful Master enliven and warm the brethren 

to their work. Among the ancient Egyptians the sun was the symbol of divine providence." The 

hierophants of the Mysteries were adorned with many. insignia emblematic of solar power. The 

sunbursts of gilt embroidery on the back of the vestments of the Catholic priesthood signify that 

the priest is also an emissary and representative of Sol Invictus. 

CHRISTIANITY AND THE SUN 

For reasons which they doubtless considered sufficient, those who chronicled the life and acts of 

Jesus found it advisable to metamorphose him into a solar deity. The historical Jesus was 

forgotten; nearly all the salient incidents recorded in the four Gospels have their correlations in 

the movements, phases, or functions of the heavenly bodies. 

Among other allegories borrowed by Christianity from pagan antiquity is the story of the 

beautiful, blue-eyed Sun God, with His golden hair falling upon His shoulders, robed from head 

to foot in spotless white and carrying in His arms the Lamb of God, symbolic of the vernal 

equinox. This handsome youth is a composite of Apollo, Osiris, Orpheus, Mithras, and Bacchus, 

for He has certain characteristics in common with each of these pagan deities. 

The philosophers of Greece and Egypt divided the life of the sun during the year into four parts; 

therefore they symbolized the Solar Man by four different figures. When He was born in the 

winter solstice, the Sun God was symbolized as a dependent infant who in some mysterious 

manner had managed to escape the Powers of Darkness seeking to destroy Him while He was 
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still in the cradle of winter. The sun, being weak at this season of the year, had no golden rays (or 

locks of hair), but the survival of the light through the darkness of winter was symbolized by one 

tiny hair which alone adorned the head of the Celestial Child. (As the birth of the sun took place 

in Capricorn, it was often represented as being suckled by a goat.) 

At the vernal equinox, the sun had grown to be a beautiful youth. His golden hair hung in ringlets 

on his shoulders and his light, as Schiller said, extended to all parts of infinity. At the summer 

solstice, the sun became a strong man, heavily bearded, who, in the prime of maturity, 

symbolized the fact that Nature at this period of the year is strongest and most fecund. At the 

autumnal equinox, the sun was pictured as an aged man, shuffling along with bended back and 

whitened locks into the oblivion of winter darkness. Thus, twelve months were assigned to the 

sun as the length of its life. During this period it circled the twelve signs of the zodiac in a 

magnificent triumphal march. When fall came, it entered, like Samson, into the house of Delilah 

(Virgo), where its rays were cut off and it lost its strength. In Masonry, the cruel winter months 

are symbolized by three murderers who sought to destroy the God of Light and Truth. 

The coming of the sun was hailed with joy; the time of its departure was viewed as a period to be 

set aside for sorrow and unhappiness. This glorious, radiant orb of day, the true light "which 

lighteth every man who cometh into the world," the supreme benefactor, who raised all things 

from the dead, who fed the hungry multitudes, who stilled the tempest, who after dying rose 

again and restored all things to life--this Supreme Spirit of humanitarianism and philanthropy is 

known to Christendom as Christ, the Redeemer of worlds, the Only Begotten of The Father, the 

Word made Flesh, and the Hope of Glory. 

THE BIRTHDAY OF THE SUN 

The pagans set aside the 25th of December as the birthday of the Solar Man. They rejoiced, 

feasted, gathered in processions, and made offerings in the temples. The darkness of winter was 

over and the glorious son of light was returning to the Northern Hemisphere. With his last effort 

the old Sun God had torn down the house of the Philistines (the Spirits of Darkness) and had 

cleared the way for the new sun who was born that day from the depths of the earth amidst the 

symbolic beasts of the lower world. 

Concerning this season of celebration, an anonymous Master of Arts of Balliol College, Oxford, 

in his scholarly treatise, Mankind Their Origin and Destiny, says: "The Romans also had their 

solar festival, and their games of the circus in honor of the birth of the god of day. It took place 

the eighth day before the kalends of January--that is, on December 25. Servius, in his 

commentary on verse 720 of the seventh book of the Æneid, in which Virgil speaks of the new 

sun, says that, properly speaking, the sun is new on the 8th of the Kalends of January-that is, 

December 25. In the time of Leo I. (Leo, Serm. xxi., De Nativ. Dom. p. 148), some of the 

Fathers of the Church said that 'what rendered the festival (of Christmas) venerable was less the 

birth of Jesus Christ than the return, and, as they expressed it, the new birth of the sun.' It was on 

the same day that the birth of the Invincible Sun (Natalis solis invicti), was celebrated at Rome, 

as can be seen in the Roman calendars, published in the reign of Constantine and of Julian 

(Hymn to the Sun, p. 155). This epithet 'Invictus' is the same as the Persians gave to this same 

god, whom they worshipped by the name of Mithra, and whom they caused to be born in a grotto 
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(Justin. Dial. cum Trips. p. 305), just as he is represented as being born in a stable, under the 

name of Christ, by the Christians." 

Concerning the Catholic Feast of the Assumption and its parallel in astronomy, the same author 

adds: "At the end of eight months, when the sun-god, having increased, traverses the eighth sign, 

he absorbs the celestial Virgin in his fiery course, and she disappears in the midst of the 

luminous rays and the glory of her son. This phenomenon, which takes place every year about 

the middle of August, gave rise to a festival which still exists, and in which it is supposed that 

the mother of Christ, laying aside her earthly life, is associated with the glory of her son, and is 

placed at his side in the heavens. The Roman calendar of Columella (Col. 1. II. cap. ii. p. 429) 

marks the death or disappearance of Virgo at this period. The sun, he says, passes into Virgo on 

the thirteenth day before the kalends of September. This is where the Catholics place the Feast of 

the Assumption, or the reunion of the Virgin to her Son. This feast was formerly called the feast 

of the Passage of the Virgin (Beausobre, tome i. p. 350); and in the Library of the Fathers (Bibl. 

Part. vol. II. part ii. p. 212) we have an account of the Passage of the Blessed Virgin. 

 
 

THE THREE SUNS. 

 From Lilly's Astrological Predictions for 1648, 1649, and 1650.) 

The following description of this phenomenon appears in a letter written by Jeremiah Shakerley in Lancashire, 

March 4th, 1648:--"On Monday the 28th of February last, there arose with the Sun two Parelii, on either side one; 

their distance from him was by estimation, about ten degrees; they continued still of the same distance from the 

Zenith, or height above the Horizon, that the Sun did; and from the parts averse to the Sun, there seemed to issue out 

certain bright rays, not unlike those which the Sun sendeth from behind a cloud, but brighter. The parts of these 

Parelii which were toward the Sun, were of a mixt colour, wherein green and red were most predominant. A little 

above them was a thin rainbow, scarcely discernible, of a bright colour, with the concave towards the Sun, and the 

ends thereof seeming to touch the Parelii: Above that, in a clear diaphanous ayr, [air], appeared another conspicuous 

Rainbow, beautified with divers colours; it was as neer as I could discern to the Zenith; it seemed of something a 

lesser radius than the other, they being back to back, yet a pretty way between. At or neer the apparent time of the 

full Moon, they vanished, leaving abundance of terror and amazement in those that saw them. (See William Lilly.) 

The ancient Greeks and Romans fix the assumption of Astraea, who is also this same Virgin, on 

that day." 

This Virgin mother, giving birth to the Sun God which Christianity has so faithfully preserved, is 

a reminder of the inscription concerning her Egyptian prototype, Isis, which appeared on the 

Temple of Sais: "The fruit which I have brought forth is the Sun." While the Virgin was 

associated with the moon by the early pagans, there is no doubt that they also understood her 

position as a constellation in the heavens, for nearly all the peoples of antiquity credit her as 

being the mother of the sun, and they realized that although the moon could not occupy that 
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position, the sign of Virgo could, and did, give birth to the sun out of her side on the 25th day of 

December. Albertus Magnus states, "We know that the sign of the Celestial Virgin rose over the 

Horizon at the moment at which we fix the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Among certain of the Arabian and Persian astronomers the three stars forming the sword belt of 

Orion were called the Magi who came to pay homage to the young Sun God. The author of 

Mankind--Their Origin and Destiny contributes the following additional information: "In Cancer, 

which had risen to the meridian at midnight, is the constellation of the Stable and of the Ass. The 

ancients called it Præsepe Jovis. In the north the stars of the Bear are seen, called by the Arabians 

Martha and Mary, and also the coffin of Lazarus. "Thus the esotericism of pagandom was 

embodied in Christianity, although its keys are lost. The Christian church blindly follows ancient 

customs, and when asked for a reason gives superficial and unsatisfactory explanations, either 

forgetting or ignoring the indisputable fact that each religion is based upon the secret doctrines of 

its predecessor. 

THE THREE SUNS 

The solar orb, like the nature of man, was divided by the ancient sages into three separate bodies. 

According to the mystics, there are three suns in each solar system, analogous to the three centers 

of life in each individual constitution. These are called three lights: the spiritual sun, the 

intellectual or soular sun, and the material sun (now symbolized in Freemasonry by three 

candles). The spiritual sun manifests the power of God the Father; the soular sun radiates the life 

of God the Son; and the material sun is the vehicle of manifestation for God the Holy Spirit. 

Man's nature was divided by the mystics into three distinct parts: spirit, soul, and body. His 

physical body was unfolded and vitalized by the material sun; his spiritual nature was 

illuminated by the spiritual sun; and his intellectual nature was redeemed by the true light of 

grace--the soular sun. The alignment of these three globes in the heavens was one explanation 

offered for the peculiar fact that the orbits of the planets are not circular but elliptical. 

The pagan priests always considered the solar system as a Grand Man, and drew their analogy of 

these three centers of activity from the three main centers of life in the human body: the brain, 

the heart, and the generative system. The Transfiguration of Jesus describes three tabernacles, the 

largest being in the center (the heart), and a smaller one on either side (the brain and the 

generative system). It is possible that the philosophical hypothesis of the existence of the three 

suns is based upon a peculiar natural phenomenon which has occurred many times in history. In 

the fifty- first year after Christ three suns were seen at once in the sky and also in the sixty-sixth 

year. In the sixty-ninth year, two suns were seen together. According to William Lilly, between 

the years 1156 and 1648 twenty similar occurrences were recorded. 

Recognizing the sun as the supreme benefactor of the material world, Hermetists believed that 

there was a spiritual sun which ministered to the needs of the invisible and divine part of Nature-

-human and universal. Anent this subject, the great Paracelsus wrote: "There is an earthly sun, 

which is the cause of all heat, and all who are able to see may see the sun; and those who are 

blind and cannot see him may feel his heat. There is an Eternal Sun, which is the source of all 

wisdom, and those whose spiritual senses have awakened to life will see that sun and be 
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conscious of His existence; but those who have not attained spiritual consciousness may yet feel 

His power by an inner faculty which is called Intuition." 

Certain Rosicrucian scholars have given special appellations to these three phases of the sun: the 

spiritual sun they called Vulcan; the soular and intellectual sun, Christ and Lucifer respectively; 

and the material sun, the Jewish Demiurgus Jehovah. Lucifer here represents the intellectual 

mind without the illumination of the spiritual mind; therefore it is "the false light. " The false 

light is finally overcome and redeemed by the true light of the soul, called the Second Logos or 

Christ. The secret processes by which the Luciferian intellect is transmuted into the Christly 

intellect constitute one of the great secrets of alchemy, and are symbolized by the process of 

transmuting base metals into gold. 

In the rare treatise The Secret Symbols of The Rosicrucians, Franz Hartmann defines the sun 

alchemically as: "The symbol of Wisdom. The Centre of Power or Heart of things. The Sun is a 

centre of energy and a storehouse of power. Each living being contains within itself a centre of 

life, which may grow to be a Sun. In the heart of the regenerated, the divine power, stimulated by 

the Light of the Logos, grows into a Sun which illuminates his mind." In a note, the same author 

amplifies his description by adding: "The terrestrial sun is the image or reflection of the invisible 

celestial sun; the former is in the realm of Spirit what the latter is in the realm of Matter; but the 

latter receives its power from the former." 

In the majority of cases, the religions of antiquity agree that the material visible sun was a 

reflector rather than a source of power. The sun was sometimes represented as a shield carried on 

the arm of the Sun God, as for example, Frey, the Scandinavian Solar Deity. This sun reflected 

the light of the invisible spiritual sun, which was the true source of life, light, and truth. The 

physical nature of the universe is receptive; it is a realm of effects. The invisible causes of these 

effects belong to the spiritual world. Hence, the spiritual world is the sphere of causation; the 

material world is the sphere of effects; while the intellectual--or soul--world is the sphere of 

mediation. Thus Christ, the personified higher intellect and soul nature, is called "the Mediator" 

who, by virtue of His position and power, says: "No man cometh to the Father, but by me." 

What the sun is to the solar system, the spirit is to the bodies of man; for his natures, organs, and 

functions are as planets surrounding the central life (or sun) and living upon its emanations. The 

solar power in man is divided into three parts, which are termed the threefold human spirit of 

man. All three of these spiritual natures are said to be radiant and transcendent; united, they form 

the Divinity in man. Man's threefold lower nature--consisting of his physical organism, his 

emotional nature, and his mental faculties--reflects the light of his threefold Divinity and bears 

witness of It in the physical world. Man's three bodies are symbolized by an upright triangle; his 

threefold spiritual nature by an inverted triangle. These two triangles, when united in the form of 

a six-pointed star, were called by the Jews "the Star of David," "the Signet of Solomon," and are 

more commonly known today as "the Star of Zion." These triangles symbolize the spiritual and 

material universes linked together in the constitution of the human creature, who partakes of both 

Nature and Divinity. Man's animal nature partakes of the earth; his divine nature of the heavens; 

his human nature of the mediator. 
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THE CELESTIAL INHABITANTS OF THE SUN 

The Rosicrucians and the Illuminati, describing the angels, archangels, and other celestial 

creatures, declared that they resembled small suns, being centers of radiant energy surrounded by 

streamers of Vrilic force. From these outpouring streamers of force is derived the popular belief 

that angels have wings. These wings are corona-like fans of light, by means of which the 

celestial creatures propel themselves through the subtle essences of the superphysical worlds. 

True mystics are unanimous in their denial of the theory that the angels and archangels are 

human in form, as so often pictured. A human figure would be utterly useless in the ethereal 

substances through which they manifest. Science has long debated the probability of the other 

planers being inhabited. Objections to the idea are based upon the argument that creatures with 

human organisms could nor possibly exist in the environments of Mars, Jupiter, Uranus, and 

Neptune. This argument fails to take into account Nature's universal law of adjustment to 

environment. The ancients asserted that life originated from the sun, and that everything when 

bathed in the light of the solar orb was capable of absorbing the solar life elements and later 

radiating them as flora and fauna. One philosophical concept regarded the sun as a parent and the 

planers as embryos still connected to the solar body by means of ethereal umbilical cords which 

served as channels to convey life and nourishment to the planets. 

 
 

SURYA, THE REGENT OF THE SUN. 

 From Moor's Hindu Pantheon. 

 Moor describes this figure as follows: "The cast is nine inches in height, representing the glorious god of day-

holding the attributes of VISHNU, seated on a seven-headed serpent; his car drawn by a seven-headed horse, driven 

by the legless ARUN, a personification of the dawn, or AURORA." (See Moor's Hindu Pantheon.) 

Some secret orders have taught that the sun was inhabited by a race of creatures with bodies 

composed of a radiant, spiritual ether not unlike in its constituency the actual glowing ball of the 

sun itself. The solar heat had no harmful effect upon them, because their organisms were 

sufficiently refined and sensitized to harmonize with the sun's tremendous vibratory rate. These 

creatures resemble miniature suns, being a little larger than a dinner plate in size, although some 

of the more powerful are considerably larger. Their color is the golden white light of the sun, and 

from them emanate four streamers of Vril. These streamers are often of great length and are in 

constant motion. A peculiar palpitation is to be noted throughout the structure of the globe and is 
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communicated in the form of ripples to the emanating streamers. The greatest and most luminous 

of these spheres is the Archangel Michael; and the entire order of solar life, which resemble him 

and dwell upon the sun, are called by modern Christians "the archangels" or "the spirits of the 

light. 

THE SUN IN ALCHEMICAL SYMBOLOGY 

Gold is the metal of the sun and has been considered by many as crystallized sunlight. When 

gold is mentioned in alchemical tracts, it may be either the metal itself or the celestial orb which 

is the source, or spirit, of gold. Sulphur because of its fiery nature was also associated with the 

sun. 

As gold was the symbol of spirit and the base metals represented man's lower nature, certain 

alchemists were called "miners" and were pictured with picks and shovels digging into the earth 

in search of the precious metal--those finer traits of character buried in the earthiness of 

materiality and ignorance. The diamond concealed in the heart of the black carbon illustrated the 

same principle. The Illuminati used a pearl hidden in the shell of an oyster at the bottom of the 

sea to signify spiritual powers. Thus the seeker after truth became a pearl-fisher: he descended 

into the sea of material illusion in search of understanding, termed by the initiates "the Pearl of 

Great Price." 

When the alchemists stated that every animate and inanimate thing in the universe contained the 

seeds of gold, they meant that even the grains of sand possessed a spiritual nature, for gold was 

the spirit of all things. Concerning these seeds of spiritual gold the following Rosicrucian axiom 

is significant: "A seed is useless and impotent unless it is put in its appropriate matrix." Franz 

Hartmann comments on this axiom with these illuminating words: "A soul cannot develop and 

progress without an appropriate body, because it is the physical body that furnishes the material 

for its development." (See In the Pronaos of the Temple of Wisdom.) 

The purpose of alchemy was not to make something out of nothing but rather to fertilize and 

nurture the seed which was already present. Its processes did nor actually create gold but rather 

made the ever-present seed of gold grow and flourish. Everything which exists has a spirit--the 

seed of Divinity within itself--and regeneration is not the process of attempting to place 

something where it previously had not existed. Regeneration actually means the unfoldment of 

the omnipresent Divinity in man, that this Divinity may shine forth as a sun and illumine all with 

whom it comes in contact. 

THE MIDNIGHT SUN 

Apuleius said when describing his initiation (vide ante): "At midnight I saw the sun shining with 

a splendid light." The midnight sun was also part of the mystery of alchemy. It symbolized the 

spirit in man shining through the darkness of his human organisms. It also referred to the 

spiritual sun in the solar system, which the mystic could see as well at midnight as at high noon, 

the material earth bring powerless to obstruct the rays of this Divine orb. The mysterious lights 

which illuminated the temples of the Egyptian Mysteries during the nocturnal hours were said by 

some to he reflections of the spiritual sun gathered by the magical powers of the priests. The 
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weird light seen ten miles below the surface of the earth by I-AM-THE-MAN in that remarkable 

Masonic allegory Etidorhpa (Aphrodite spelt backward) may well refer to the mysterious 

midnight sun of the ancient rites. 

Primitive conceptions concerning the warfare between the principles of Good and Evil were 

often based upon the alternations of day and night. During the Middle Ages, the practices of 

black magic were confined to the nocturnal hours; and those who served the Spirit of Evil were 

called black magicians, while those who served the Spirit of Good were called white magicians. 

Black and white were associated respectively with night and day, and the endless conflict of light 

and shadow is alluded to many times in the mythologies of various peoples. 

The Egyptian Demon, Typhon, was symbolized as part crocodile and part: hog because these 

animals are gross and earthy in both appearance and temperament. Since the world began, living 

things have feared the darkness; those few creatures who use it as a shield for their maneuvers 

were usually connected with the Spirit of Evil. Consequently cats, bats, toads, and owls are 

associated with witchcraft. In certain parts of Europe it is still believed that at night black 

magicians assume the bodies of wolves and roam around destroying. From this notion originated 

the stories of the werewolves. Serpents, because they lived in the earth, were associated with the 

Spirit of Darkness. As the battle between Good and Evil centers around the use of the generative 

forces of Nature, winged serpents represent the regeneration of the animal nature of man or those 

Great Ones in whom this regeneration is complete. Among the Egyptians the sun's rays are often 

shown ending in human hands. Masons will find a connection between these hands and the well-

known Paw of the Lion which raises all things to life with its grip. 

SOLAR COLORS 

The theory so long held of three primary and four secondary colors is purely exoteric, for since 

the earliest periods it has been known that there are seven, and not three, primary colors, the 

human eye being capable of estimating only three of them. Thus, although green can be made by 

combining blue and yellow, there is also a true or primary green which is not a compound. This 

can he proved by breaking up the spectrum with a prism. Helmholtz found that the so-called 

secondary colors of the spectrum could not be broken up into their supposed primary colors. 

Thus the orange of the spectrum, if passed through a second prism, does not break up into red 

and yellow but remains orange. 

Consciousness, intelligence, and force are fittingly symbolized by the colors blue, yellow, and 

red. The therapeutic effects of the colors, moreover, are in harmony with this concept, for blue is 

a fine, soothing, electrical color; yellow, a vitalizing and refining color; and red, an agitating and 

heat-giving color. It has also been demonstrated that minerals and plants affect the human 

constitution according to their colors. Thus a yellow flower generally yields a medicine that 

affects the constitution in a manner similar to yellow light or the musical tone mi. An orange 

flower will influence in a manner similar to orange light and, being one of the so-called 

secondary colors, corresponds either to the tone re or to the chord of do and mi. 

The ancients conceived the spirit of man to correspond with the color blue, the mind with yellow, 

and the body with red. Heaven is therefore blue, earth yellow, and hell--or the underworld--red. 
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The fiery condition of the inferno merely symbolizes the nature of the sphere or plane of force of 

which it is composed. In the Greek Mysteries the irrational sphere was always considered as red, 

for it represented that condition in which the consciousness is enslaved by the lusts and passions 

of the lower nature. In India certain of the gods--usually attributes of Vishnu--are depicted with 

blue skin to signify their divine and supermundane constitution. According to esoteric 

philosophy, blue is the true and sacred color of the sun. The apparent orange-yellow shade of this 

orb is the result of its rays being immersed in the substances of the illusionary world. 

In the original symbolism of the Christian Church, colors were of first importance and their use 

was regulated according to carefully prepared rules. Since the Middle Ages, however, the 

carelessness with which colors have been employed has resulted in the loss of their deeper 

emblematic meanings. In its primary aspect, white or silver signified life, purity, innocence, joy, 

and light; red, the suffering and death of Christ and His saints, and also divine love, blood, and 

warfare or suffering; blue, the heavenly sphere and the states of godliness and contemplation; 

yellow or gold, glory, fruitfulness, and goodness; green, fecundity, youthfulness, and prosperity; 

violet, humility, deep affection, and sorrow; black, death, destruction, and humiliation. In early 

church art the colors of robes and ornaments also revealed whether a saint had been martyred, as 

well as the character of the work that he had done to deserve canonization. 

In addition to the colors of the spectrum there are a vast number of vibratory color waves, some 

too low and others too high to be registered by the human optical apparatus. It is appalling to 

contemplate man's colossal ignorance concerning these vistas of abstract space. As in the past 

man explored unknown continents, so in the future, armed with curious implements fashioned 

for the purpose, he will explore these little known fastnesses of light, color, sound, and 

consciousness. 

 
 

THE SOLAR FACE. 

From Montfaucon's Antiquities. 

The corona of the sun is here shown in the form of a lion's mane. This is a subtle reminder of the fact that at one 

time the summer solstice took place in the sign of Leo, the Celestial Lion. 

 

-From THE SECRET TEACHINGS OF ALL AGES by ManlyP. Hall, PRS. www.prs.org 

 

http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/img/05200.jpg
http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/img/05200.jpg
http://www.prs.org/
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The Myth of the Mistletoe 

 

 

 
Mistletoe is an evergreen shrub and hemiparasitic on the branches of deciduous trees, particularly oak, chestnut, 

apple or black poplar.  The berries produce a sticky substance known as birdlime (hence one of its alternate names). 

 
HE contest between light and darkness is described in innumerable myths, which are alike 

in the main features, though circumstances vary according to the evolutionary stage of the 

people among whom they are found. Generally, they appear fantastic to the normal mind 

because the picture drawn is highly symbolical, and therefore, out of tune with the concrete 

realities of the material world. But great truths are embodied in these legends which appeal when 

they are stripped of their scale of materialism. In the first place, it should be borne in mind that 

the contest between light and darkness, as fought here in the physical world, is but the 

manifestation of a similar contest fought also in the moral, mental, and spiritual realms. This is a 

fundamental truth and he who would know truth should realize that the concrete world, with all 

the things which we now think so real, solid and enduring, is but an evanescent manifestation 

created by the Divine thought, and it will dissolve into dust millions of years before the other 

worlds which we think of as unreal and intangible are similarly dissolved and we once more 

return to the bosom of the Father, to rest until the dawn of another and greater Cosmic Day. 

 

 

T 
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The Ecliptic is the green arc. Notice the Sun and planets that appear along this path.  

The image above demonstrates the ecliptic as viewed from San Francisco, California in 

December. Seasonal and latitude changes will effect where this arc  appears -  seasonal 

changes because of the lower in the winter, higher in the summer changes due to Earth's 

orbit about the Sun (more on this in the Earth section).  

Image Credit: Starry Night v. 4.5 Source: http: //astronomyonline.org/  

 

 

 

It is particularly at Christmas or Yuletide, when the light is low and the night long, that humanity 

turns its attention to the Southern Sun, and waits in an attitude of expectancy for the moment 

when it shall again commence its Northward journey to bring back the light and life to our frozen 

hemisphere. 

http://astronomyonline.org/
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Rembrandt's painting of Samson and Delilah 

 

In the Bible we learn how Samson, the Sun, 

waxed strong while his rays grew longer and 

how the powers of darkness, the Philistines, 

ferreted out the secret of his power and had his 

hair, or rays, cut, to rob him of his strength; 

how they deprived him of his light by piercing 

his eyes and finally slew him at the temple of 

the Winter Solstice. The Anglo Saxons speak 

of the victory of Saint George over the dragon; 

the Teutons call to mind how Beowulf slew 

the fire drake and how Siegfried conquered 

the dragon Fafnir. Among the Greeks we find 

Apollo victorious over Python and Hercules 

over the dragon of the Hesperides. Most of the 

myths tell only the victory of the newborn 

Sun, but there are others  which, like the story 

of Samson just recited, and Hiram Abiff of the 

Masonic legend, tell also of how the old yearôs 

Sun was vanquished after having completed 

its circle and was then ready to give birth to a 

new Sun, which rises from its ashes like the 

Phoenix to be the Light-bearer of a new year. 

 

It is in such a myth that we learn of the origin of the Mistletoe, a tale which is told in 

Scandinavia and Iceland particularly, at Yuletide, when the red holly mingles in decorative effect 

with the white mistletoeða shadow symbol of the blood that was scarlet with sin but has become 

white as snow. The story follows: 

 

In ancient days when the Gods of Olympus reigned over the Southland,Wotan with his company 

of Gods held sway in Walhall, where the icicles reflected the winter Sun in all tints of the 

rainbow and the beautiful coverlet of snow made light the darkest night, even without the aid of 

the flaming Aurora Borealis. They were a wonderful company: Tyr, the God Of War, still lives 

in memory among us; for him we have named Tuesday. Wotan the wisest among them is 

remembered in Wednesday. Thor still is with us as the God of Thursday. He was the hammer 

swinger; when he throws his hammer after the giants, the enemies of God and man, he made 

thunder and lightning by the terrific force with which his hammer struck the clouds. The gentle 

Freya, the Goddess of beauty, for whom we have named Friday, and the treacherous Loki, whose 

name lives in the Scandinavian Saturday, are other present-day fragments of a forgotten faith. 

 

But there was no one like Baldur; he was the second son of Odin and Freya. He was the noblest 

and most gentle of the Gods, beloved of everything in nature. He exceeded all beings not only in 

gentleness but in prudence and eloquence also, and was so fair and graceful that light radiated 

from him. In a dream it was revealed to him that his life was in danger and this weighed so 

heavily upon his spirit that he shunned the society of the Gods. His mother, Freya, having at 

length prevailed upon him to tell her the cause of his melancholy, called a council of the Gods 


