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The Rosicrucian Fellowship Opening Hymn 

Words by Max Heindel 

(Tune: "Sweet Hour of Prayer.") 

 

Each star that in its orbit goes 

Law steadfast and eternal shows. 

Expressions, are the stars, of God, 

Unchangeable as ebb and flood. 

The marching orbs in circle dance, 

Through time and space each year advance. 

The harmony of rolling spheres 

Resounds in cosmos through the years. 

 

 

Man's ignorance of Cosmic Law 

Caused discord, then came death and woe; 

Now trouble, sorrow, grief must reign 

Till harmony prevails again. 

We've met to study Nature's Law, 

We seek eternal truth to Know, 

And with such truth as we may find 

We hope to serve and free mankind. 

 

 

Let's strive to know that we may do. 

What lifts, ennobles, is right and true. 

With love to all and hate to none. 

Let's shun no duty that should be done. 

For knowing how to act aright, 

And doing it from morn till night, 

From day to day and year to year, 

We conquer self and sin and fear. 

 

 

With reason's torch we search for truth 

To restore the harmony, life, and youth; 

For reason's torch when thus applied 

In  wisdom's quest is safest guide. 

If we persist, though oft we fail, 

In time our efforts shall prevail 

To end the discord and dispel 

All evil with harmony's rhythmic swell. 

    

 



3 
 

ROSE CROSS  
A QUARTERLY ROSICRUCIAN MAGAZINE 

SPRING 2010 

 
ROSE CROSS is a Quarterly Rosicrucian Magazine , created and supported by students of the Western 

Wisdom Teachings , dedicated to promote Rosicrucian Teachings, Spiritual Astrology and related 

subjects. It is related to The Rosicrucian Fellowship but not formally affiliated with it. Writers of 

published articles are alone responsible for statements made.  This Magazine does not promote, nor 

sanction mediumship in any form, nor association with familiar spirits as in divination, nor sorcery , nor 

hypnotism nor any practice of the black arts. We renounce the application of astrology as a tool of 

divination in concert with unseen entities, as a commercial practice, but recognize it as part of God's 

design, the Wheel of Time. "The wheels of God grind slow, but they grind exceedingly fine." .. see Psalm 

19. While we would distinguish between white and black magic, we reserve the term "witchcraft" to 

denote the black, and various shades of grey. We distinguish between "occult" practices which are in 

compliance with God's Law and those which are in opposition to it. This broader definition of the term 

"occult" recognizes that there are invisible realms and that all that pertains to those realms are occult, or 

obscured from ordinary sight.  

 

ROSE CROSS ï A Quarterly Rosicrucian Magazines is dedicated to Max Heindel  as a token of 

gratitude for his value teachings. 

 

May be used for non-commercial, personal, research, or educational purposes, or any fair use. May 

not be indexed in a commercial service. 

 

Vernal Equinox, 2010 

 
 

Give us your feedback ! 

frater_rosecross@yahoo.com.br 

 

 

 

THE POLISH RIDER (Painting by Rembrandt, 1655) A tradition states that this is a portrait of the 

mysterious Rosicrucian adept the Comte de Saint Germain, believed to have been na incarnation of 

Christian Rosenkreutz. The Comte de Gabalis, by the Abbe de Villars, a curious Rosicrucian book first 

published in 1670, records a series of discourses delivered by St. Gerbaine on the invisible worlds. He is 

described as ñA Nobleman of high rank and a great Cabalist, whose lands lie towards the frontiers of 

Polandò. 
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EDITORIAL 

 

Living The Life 
 

As students of Rosicrucian philosophy most of us are head-oriented people. Our first 

impulse is to think our way through things. If we have taken the Rosicrucian philosophy 

to heart, we realize that in this we are unbalanced in our development. We further 

realize that to re-establish balance, so we can move forward in the Great Work more 

effectively, we must apply ourselves in earnest to follow our hearts more than we do 

now. 

 

The Rosicrucian philosophy tells us that the heart is the secondary seat of the Life 

Spirit, which realm and state of spiritual being is centered on Christ, the Highest Initiate 

of the humanity of the Sun Period (our current archangels) and the representative of the 

second attribute of the godhead. Besides being a lot of words and terms that we know 

only in a second-hand way through reading instead of conscious, firsthand experience, 

this tells us that when we follow our hearts, we are responding to the Christ within our 

being. As we strive to follow our hearts we must not labor under the illusion that we 

will suddenly and magically become something different than what we are now, which 

is the product of an immensely long, slow, cumulative, evolutionary process. We must 

begin from where and what we now are. We cannot instantly become mystics living by 

blind faith and feeling. We are children of fire, children of Cain and, hopefully, budding 

occultists. We must become thinking people who also follow our hearts. 

 

Max Heindel urged us repeatedly (and when an initiate teacher repeats something we 

can be sure that it is important) to live the life. Most of us are sincere and strive to 

follow his prompting but only with mixed success at best. Our little society is not 

teeming with initiates who live the life so deeply that multitudes are attracted into 

fellowship with us. Granted, initiation is an extremely difficult accomplishment even for 

very sincere aspirants but it is not impossible, even in these materialistic times. Since 

our lack of success may stem in part from misunderstanding just what "living the life" 

means, perhaps returning to our occult roots and re-examining the issue with both head 

and heart will serve us well. Let's ask ourselves the question "what does living the life 

mean?" in the way Christ bids us to pray, i.e. as though an answer is imminent. 

 

Living the life is a simple concept. Ironically, we often stumble on the simplest things. 

We do this because we all seem to fall into the error of assumption. We assume that we 

know what we really do not. This tendency may be due to pride or vanity or any number 

of mis-motivations. Sometimes we assume we know what living the life means because 

we have accepted a moral or philosophical doctrine and live up to its external standards. 

The doctrine may be intuitively true to us and may be correct in terms of our 
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evolutionary status, but if it does not come from within us or live within us, it actually 

may be a hindrance to our development. 

 

Max Heindel championed ideals such as altruistic love, but when speaking directly to us 

as aspirants in his letters, he would say things like "we all know our besetting sins." He 

didn't want to preach; he urged us to be self-reliant, know ourselves, and become 

ourselves from within. Freely. Sometimes when urging us to live the life he would 

suggest that we live in the imitation of Christ, to live out the gospels from our inner 

being. Surely he did not mean we should go to Palestine and become mendicant 

preachers, or even that we take on all of the ways of Jesus. He meant something else, 

something more spiritual, which means something more subtle. The spiritual life is not 

just something more dramatic and spectacular than our prosaic existence, it is a more 

subtle life. The spiritual worlds and the forces inherent in them are much more powerful 

than the etheric energy we use here in the outer world, but they are not coarse and 

brutal; they are rather more subtle. They are subtly within us and we within them. No 

one outside can tell us how to live the spiritual life. We can only live the spiritual life by 

going within and finding its subtle presence within our being. In a state of peace (such 

as we endeavor to achieve in our inner work) we can find the subtle presence of the Life 

Spirit within us, and live it into everything we do. We may not yet always be with the 

Christ now but by yearning, by trying, and by accepting Christ's presence in our being, 

we improve our relationship with the Life Spirit, a liaison that is and must be live. We 

must seek to live that subtle, new Life into every aspect of our lives, without any 

negating strainð"my yoke is easy and my burden is light." Our Lord asked us to follow 

Him into that life and even to consume Him as the stuff of that lifeð"I am the life"ðso 

we must ask ourselves one more pertinent question: are we alive in that challenge? 

 

 
"Way  to Emmaus" by German painter Robert Zund (1827-1909) 
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MYSTIC LIGHT  

The Spring Equinox 

 

Detail, Isenheim Altarpiece (1511-мрмрύΣ aŀǘƘƛǎ DǊǳƴŜǿŀƭŘΣ aǳǎŞŜ ŘΩ¦ƴǘŜǊƭƛƴŘŜƴΣ /ƻƭƳŀǊ 
 

The Resurrection 

 
Enclosed in a sun like halo that blinds the soldiers guarding Him, Christ rises from His tomb as Life triumphant. 

 
THE SUPREME MYSTERY of life is both concealed and revealed in the crucifixion 

and the resurrection of the masculine and feminine principles in nature. This process is 

alchemically termed the blending of fire and water. The mystic sees its perfect 

manifestation in the passage of the sun through Pisces and Aries during March and 

April.  

 

While the sun is in the psychic sign of Pisces all nature is working through and with the 

great water or feminine principle of Godhood. This is the time of the bursting of bud 

and of the running of sap in the trees. Blessed are the eyes that have learned to lift the 

veil and can perceive the workings of the various ministers of Godôs kingdom at this 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/3/31/Grunewald_-_christ.jpg
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holy season; for this is a period of intense activity on the inner planes, this activity 

extending from the celestial Hierarchies to the realm of nature spirits which man calls 

fairyland. 

 

As the sun passes into the sign of Aries, the magic blending is accomplished; the ñliving 

watersò of Pisces are flooded with a new light, the new fire of Aries flames up. This 

resurrected life that floods all nature is the ñmagic green fireò of the ancient Gaelic 

legends. Blessed indeed are the eyes that may see these wonders that God has prepared 

for those who love Him. 

 

In the Masonic legend of Solomon and Hiram Abiff, Solomon typifies the feminine, 

watery, form-building Pisces; Hiram, the martial, energizing Aries. When the form of 

the Temple is complete, it must be infused with the radiant new life of the master 

builderðHiram (Aries) . 

 

This blending of water with fire becomes the Masterôs word, to which all nature 

responds in the resurrection of a new life. This same mystic blending is the lost word 

which must be recovered by man before he may know the resurrection into that eternal 

life through Initiation, which the Master described unto His disciples. In the life of 

Christ Jesus, who came as the great Way-shower or Initiator for all humanity, this great 

cosmic drama is outlined in the Easter Festival. The date of Easter is fixed according to 

occult tradition. The sun must not only pass the equator as it does on the 21st of March, 

but the full moon after the vernal equinox must also be passed. The Sunday following is 

Easter, the day of the Resurrection. The light of the vernal sun must be reflected by a 

full moon before that day can dawn on earth. There is a deep esoteric meaning hidden 

behind this method of determining Easter. 

 

The spiritual status of the masses of humanity is not yet sufficiently high to receive and 

assimilate the full force and power that flood and permeate the earth at the time of this 

ñCosmic Resurrection,ò the vernal equinox. Only Initiates, those who have found and 

learned how to use the lost word, previously referred to, can partake fully of this high 

spiritual ecstasy. This great force must be received and transmitted or reflected to the 

masses by the full moon. 

 

The esoteric Christian, while partaking joyfully and reverently of the Easter rites, is ever 

seeking to attain to a participation in the holy mysteries of the ñCosmic Sunrise,ò the 

sublime ceremonial of the vernal equinox. At the time of the vernal equinox (or during 

the enactment of the great solar change or mystery), for the space of three days the days 

and nights are of equal length. So too, the Christ, whose life is a perfect analogy of the 

solar drama, remains for three days within the earth, between the Crucifixion and the 

Resurrection. He arose at the sunrise of a new day and angels joyously proclaimed the 

fact to His disciples that He is risen. His disciples understood the inner meaning of His 

real esoteric mission for the world; namely, that He might become the indwelling 

Planetary Spirit and rend the veil so that whosoever wills may  come and partake freely 

of the waters of life, through the establishment on earth of the new Christian mysteries. 

 

Here is milk for the babes and meat for the strongðthe sublime story of the holy birth, 

life, death, and resurrection of the supreme Master, Christ Jesus, whose life is to be 

revered and emulated by those who would follow in His steps. There is also another 

way, the way of the 
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 Cross, as it has been mystically described by some who have found it. This is the path 

that leads to the holy joy of the solar mysteries that are celebrated at the four great 

turning points of the year. An understanding of these mysteries caused Plato to assert, 

ñThe World Soul is crucified.ò 

 

At these most holy seasons of the year, both the Master Jesus and the glorious Sun 

Spirit, the Christ, are working for the future progression of the planets and for the 

enlightenment of those who will make themselves worthy to partake of these waters of 

eternal life to which thc Christ referred when He said: ñIf ye drink of the water which I 

bring unto you, ye shall never thirst again.ò 

 

In many ways throughout the mystery of His life and in the inner significance of His 

words, He has placed the key that will unbar the mystic portals. To one who finds it, the 

Masterôs concluding exclamation, ñconsummatum est,ò becomes his own triumphant 

password. He too has rolled aside the great stone and stepped forth free to be greeted by 

a joyous angelic chorus that proclaims to other disciples who await about the tomb: He 

is not here for He is risen. 

 

ñEveryone is a Christ in the making and some day will be Easter for each one of us.ò  

 

ðCorinne S. Dunklee Heline 
 

 
The Appearance of Christ to Mary Magdalene. 1834-1836. Alexander Ivanov.   

Oil on canvas. The Russian Museum, St. Petersburg, Russia. 

Jesus said to her, ñDo not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and say to them, óI 
am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God." John 20:17 ; Mark 16:9-11 ; John 20:11-18 

 

 

http://freechristimages.org/images_crucifixion/Appearance_Christ_Mary_Magdalene_Alexander_Ivanov.jpg
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Letters from a Rosicrucian  

Writ ten to Karl von Eckershausen,  

Munich, 1792 -1801  

 

Karl von Eckartshausen  

 (1752 -1803)  

 

II.  A PRACTICAL METHOD FOR APPROACHING THE LIGHT  

He who by means of the gratification of sensual desires thinks to fill the 

vacuum that exists in his soul will never succeed; neither can the fervent 

desires which the heart experiences for the truth be satisfied through the 

application of intellect to external things. Man cannot enter a state of 

peace while he has not conquered within himself all that is incompatible 

with his divine self and with its aspirations.  

In order to obtain this victory, man should try to draw near to the Light. 

The desire for the sensual and the external should cease in him; he must 

direct his spiritual vision toward the Light, and try to dissipate the clouds 

that separate him from the same.  

The first step and a most necessary one is to have consciousness of the 

existence of the divine germ within oneself, in order to direct the power of 

the will toward t hat center so as to guide the inner life and also to comply 

strictly with all duties inner and outer. There exists an occult law which is 

frequently mentioned in occult writings but which even yet is 
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comprehended only by the few, that says: òEach one of the events bellow 

has its counter part above , and nothing , absolutely nothing, no matter 

how insignificant it may appear, exists which does not depend upon that 

corresponding something above it.ó According to this law all desire, 

thought, or aspiration, good or evil, is followed immediately by a 

corresponding reaction which proceeds from the heights. The purer the 

will of man and the less adulterated by selfish desires, the greater will be 

the strength for good of the divine reaction.  

The intention of man  to progress spiritually depends in no manner upon 

his own strength; on the contrary, the less he is inclined to establish laws 

for himself and the more he submits himself to universal law, the more 

rapid will be his progress. Man cannot in any manner put his will into 

play in any sense different from that of the universal will of God; if his will 

is not identical with the divine will of God; if his will is not identical with 

the divine will, it becomes changed to a mere perversion of the latter and 

annuls its own effect. Only when the individual will of man harmonizes 

completely and cooperates with the will of God can it convert itself into 

power and effectiveness.  

Furthmore, in all times there have existed celestial or spiritual entities 

that have communic ated with man in order to refresh his memory when 

these truths were on the point of being forgotten, and to stablish thus a 

strong bond of union between the intellectual man and the divine man.  

Men who are sufficiently pure can even during this life enter  into 

communication with and know these celestial messengers, but few are 

sufficiently pure and spiritual to succeed in this. Whatever you wish to 

become it is the Will and not the Intellect that should be purified  and 

regenerated, and for this reason the  greater part of any instruction is of no 

use if one does not possess the will to bring it into practice; and as no one 

can be saved contrary to his will, the innermost desire of the heart should 

be to know and to practice the truth.  

He whose will is thus good will succeed in the knowledge and power of the 

true faith without the necessary of any kind of external sign or of logical 

reason to convince him of the truth of that which he knows is. Only the 

pretended wise man of the world asks for these proofs, a nd this is because 

his heart is full of presumption and his will is evil; therefore he possesses 

neither spiritual knowledge  nor faith, without which no one can know 

more than what comes by outer means; but those whose minds are pure 

and without duplicity  can with time acquire the consciousness of those 

truths in which they have instinctively believed.  

All the sciences culminate in one point. He who knows the One knows all; 

he who believes in many things believes in illusions. The nearer thou dost 

approxim ate to this point, in other words, the more intimate thy relation is 

with God, the clearer will be thy perception of the truth. If thou arrives at 

this point, thou wilt find that there exist things in nature which transcend 
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the imagination of our philosoph ies, and concerning which our wise men 

have not attempted even to dream.  

In God is all life; outside of God no life exists, and whatever appears to 

outside of God is merely an illusion. If we desire to know the truth, we 

must contemplate the light of God a nd not the false and misleading light 

of our intellectual speculation. There is no road for arriving at the perfect 

knowledge of truth save union with truth, and therefore they are few who 

know this path. Those that walk in it the world burlesques and ridi cules; 

but the world does not know truth because it is a world of illusions, full of 

unfortunates, blind before the light of truth.  

To learn silence and tranquility, to remain impassive before the laughter of 

the foolish, before the disdain of the ignorant  and the contumely of the 

proud, is the first sign of shining of the light of wisdom. However, when 

the truth has been fully realized, it is capable of resisting even the severest 

intellectual criticism with serenity as well as the most powerfull attacks o f 

logic. Only the intellect of those who feel the truth  but who do not yet 

perceive it can be disturbed by such shocks. Those who know and 

understand the truth remain firm as a rock.  

During the long time in which we seek no more than the gratification of 

our senses or desire only the satisfaction of our curiosity, it is not truth 

that we seek. In order to find truth we have to enter into the kingdom of 

God, and then the truth will descend upon our intelligence. To reach that 

point it is not necessary that w e should torture our bodies or ruin our 

nerves, but is necessary that we believe in certain fundamental truths 

which are instinctively perceived by those in whom intelligence is not 

perverted. These fundamentals truths are: the existence one universal 

God,  and the possibility of immortality of the human soul. Man possesses 

reasoning intelligence and therefore has the ri ght and authority to use it; 

it; it may also be said that he can employ it in a sense that would be in 

opposition to the law of good, which is the law of divine love, the law of 

order and harmony. He should not profane the gifts that God has 

bestowed on him by means of nature. He should consider all of these as 

divine, and himself in a manner as the living temple of God and as an 

instrument by  means of which divine power may manifest itself.  

A man outside God is a thing inconceivable because all nature, including 

man, is simply a small manifestation of God. If the light penetrates within 

us, that light is not our work. It is the sun which gives  us light, but if we 

hide ourselves from the sun, the lights disappears. God is our spiritual 

sun; our duty is to remain illuminated by His rays, to enjoy them and to 

call to others that they may enter the Light.  There is no harm in procuring 

knowledge of this Light intellectually if our will direct us toward it, but if 

the will is attracted by a false light which we mistake for the sun, we fall of 

necessity into error.  
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There exist definite and exact relations between the cause of all things and 

the things which that cause has created. Man may even in this life arrive 

at a knowledge of these relations, learning to know them even as himself. 

The world in which we live is a world of phenomena, for that which is 

usually denominated as òrealó appears thus only during the continuance 

of certain conditions or relations between one who perceives and the 

object of his perception.  

What we perceive does not depend so much upon the quality of the objects 

of our perception as upon the condition of our own organism. If our 

organization were different, each thing would be presented to us under a 

different aspect also.  

If we have learned to realize this truth completely and to distinguish 

between what is real and what is merely illusory we can then enter into 

the exalted k ingdom of divine science assisted by the light of divine spirit. 

The mysteries with which this high science occupies itself are as follows:  

I.  The inner kingdom of nature.  

II.  The tie which unities the inner spiritual world with exterior 

corporeal forms.  

III.  The rela tions existing between man and the invisible beings.  

IV.  The hidden powers in man by means of which he can work upon 

the inner planes of nature.  

In this science will be found contained all the mysteries of nature. If with a 

pure heart thou desirest the truth, thou shalt find it; but if thy intentions 

are selfish , put to one side these letters, for thou wilt not be capable of 

comprehending them; neither in such case will they bring thee the slightest 

benefit.  

The mysteries of nature are sacred, but he whose wil l i s evil will not 

comprehend them. But should the wicked man succeed in discovering the 

mysteries of nature, their light will be converted to a consuming fire in the 

innermost region of his soul, and the man will be destroyed and cease to 

exist.  

( TO BE CONTINUED)  

 

òA Sane Mind, A Soft Heart, A Sound Bodyó 
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Millennium Angel 

www.visionartangels.com 

   

PEACE 

Peace will come when we release  
All worries, cares and fears  
And let God run the universe  
As He has done for years.  
 
Peace will come when we release  
All requests and demands  
And say to God, "Thy will be done,  
I accept all Thy commands."  
 
Peace will come when we forgive  
All those who problems cause.  
We need not worry about THE  BALANCE.  
®ÙøÑÑdÇÊdÈÆ×ÊÉdËÔ×d¨ÔØÒÎÈd±ÆÜØr 
 
Peace will come when we cal mly face  
The world as it is currently  
Without fretting and fussing about  its faults  
And how its not what it ought to  be, 
And know that in time God will  purify all,  
In time God will lead all to the  LIGHT.  
All are evolving and in their own  good time  
Will ÊÛÊÓÙÚÆÑÑÞdÆÑÎÌÓdÜÎÙÍdÜÍÆÙøØ right.  

Elsa Margaret Glover  
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In the years 1907 -08, after being tested for sincerity of purpose and selfless 

desire to aid his fellowmen, Max Heindel was selected by the Brothers of the 
Rose Cross to give out publicly the Western Wisdom Teachings and thus help 

prepare humanity for the coming Age of Universal Brotherhood. By means of 
intense self -discipline and devotion to service he earned the status of Lay 

Brother (Initiate) in the exalted Rosicrucian Order.  

 

Carl Louis F. Grasshoff (Max Heindel) [ 1909 -1919]  

Under the direction of t he Brothers of the Rose Cross, spiritual giants of the 

human race, Max Heindel wrote The Rosicrucian Cosmo -Conception , an epoch -

making book which has now become the Western World's leading textbook on 
occultism. By means of his own spiritual development he was able to verify for 

himself much that was given in the Cosmo-Conception , as well as to gain 
additional knowledge that later become embodied in his numerous books.  
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The Symbol of the Egg 

 
THE ORPHIC EGG. 

From Bryant's An Analysis of Ancient Mythology. 

SO WHEN THE CORRUPTIBLE SHALL HAVE PUT ON INCORRUPTION, AND THIS MORTAL SHALL HAVE PUT 
ON IMMORTALITY, THEN SHALL BE BROUGHT TO PASS THE SAYING THAT IS WRITTEN, DEATH IS 
SWALLOWED UP IN VICTORY. 

-I Cor. 15:54  

   The dark, dreary days of winter are past, Mother Nature takes the cold, snowy 

coverlids off the Earth, and the millions and millions of seeds sheltered in the soft soil 

burst its crust and clothe the Earth in summer robes, a riot of gay and glorious colors, 

preparing the bridal bower for the mating of beasts and birds.  

   At this time the mind of the civilized world is turned towards the feast we call Easter, 

commemorating the death and resurrection of the individual whose life story is written 

in the Gospels, the noble individual known to the world by the name of Jesus. But a 

Christian mystic takes a deeper and more far-reaching view of this annually recurring 

cosmic event. For his there is an annual impregnation of the Earth with the Cosmic 

Christ Life, an INBREATHING which takes place during the fall months and 

culminates at the winter solstice when we celebrate Christmas, and an 

OUTBREATHING which finds it completion at the time of Easter.  

   The cosmic drama of life and death is played annually among all evolving creatures 

and things from the highest to the lowest, for even the great and sublime Cosmic Christ 

in His compassion becomes subject to death by entering the cramped conditions of our 

Earth for a part of the year. It may, therefore, be appropriate to call to mind a few ideas 

concerning a death and rebirth which we are sometimes prone to forget.  

   Among the cosmic symbols which have been handed down to us from antiquity none 

is more common that the symbol of the egg. It is found in every religion. We find it in 

the Elder Eddas of the Scandinavians, hoary with age, which tell of the egg cooled by 

the icy blast of Nievelheim, but heated by the fiery breath of Muspelheim until the 

various worlds and man had come into being. If we turn to the sunny south we find in 

the Vedas of India the same story in the Kalahansa, the Swan in time and space, which 

laid the egg that finally became the world, Among the Egyptians we find the winged 

globe and the egg-bearing serpent, symbolizing the wisdom manifest in this world of 

http://www.sacred-texts.com/eso/sta/img/02000.jpg


16 
 

ours. Then the Greeks took this symbol and venerated it in their Mysteries. It was 

preserved by the Druids; it was known to the builders of the great serpent mound in 

Ohio; and it has kept its place in sacred symbology even to this day, though the great 

majority are blind to the MYSTERIUM MAGNUM which it hides and reveals--the 

mystery of life.  

   When we break open the shell of an egg, we find inside only some varicolored viscous 

fluids of various consistencies. But placed in the requisite temperature a series of 

changes soon take place, and within a short time a living creature breaks open the shell 

and emerges therefrom, ready to take its place among its kin. It is possible for the 

wizards of the laboratory to duplicate the substances in the egg; they may be enclosed in 

a shell, and a perfect replica so far as most tests go may be made of the natural egg. But 

in one point it differs from the natural egg, namely, that no living thing can be hatched 

from the artificial product. Therefore, it is evident that a certain intangible something 

must be present in one and absent in the other.  

   This mystery of the ages which produces the living creature is what we call life. 

Seeing that it cannot be cognized among the elements of the egg by even the most 

powerful microscope (though it must be there to bring about the changes which we 

note), it must be able to exist independently of matter. Thus, we are taught by the sacred 

symbol of the egg that though life is able to mold matter, it does not depend upon it for 

its existence. It is self-existent, and having no beginning it can have no end. This is 

symbolized by the ovoid shape of the egg.  

   When we have the true knowledge conveyed by the egg symbol that life is uncreate, 

without beginning and without end it enables us to take heart and realize that those who 

are now being taken out of physical existence are only passing through a cyclic journey 

similar to that of the Cosmic Christ life which enters the Earth in the fall and leaves it at 

Easter. Thus we see how the great law of analogy works in all phases and under all 

circumstances of life. What happens in the great world to a Cosmic Christ will show 

itself also in the lives of those who are Christs in the making.  

   We must realize that death is a cosmic necessity under the present circumstances for if 

we were imprisoned in a body of the kind we now use, and placed in an environment 

such as we find today, there to live forever, the infirmities of the body and the 

unsatisfactory nature of the environment would very soon make us so tired of life that 

we would cry for release. It would block all progress and make it impossible for us to 

evolve to greater heights such as we may evolve to by re-embodiment in new vehicles 

and placement in new environments which give us new possibilities for growth. Thus 

we may thank God that so long as birth into a concrete body is necessary for our further 

development, release by death has been provided to free us from the outgrown 

instrument, while resurrection and a new birth under the smiling skies of a new 

environment furnish another chance to begin life with a clean slate and learn the lessons 

which we failed to master before. By this method we shall some time become perfect as 

is the risen Christ. He commanded it, and He will aid us to achieve it.  

 

òA Sane Mind, A Soft Heart, A Sound Bodyó 
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ROSICRUCIAN Philosophy in ques tions and answers  

 
 

THE METHOD OF SPIRITUAL COGNITION  

 
Image: Astral Jorney by Marina Petro 

http://www.spiritcardcenter.com/ 

   WILL YOU PLEASE DISCUSS THE PROBLEM OF COGNITION? HOW DOES 

THE SEER KNOW ON THE HIGHER PLANES? BY THIS I MEAN, (a) HOW CAN 

HE DISTINGUISH BETWEEN A THOUGHT FORM EMANATING FROM HIS 

OWN MIND AND (b) THE THOUGHT FORM EMANATING FROM SOME 

OTHER PERSON EITHER IN THE BODY OR OUT, AND (c) OBJECTIVE 

SPIRITUAL ENTITIES?  

   ANSWER: Contrary to the opinion of people who do not know anything about the 

matter this is purely a matter of training. It is absolutely wrong to suppose that because 

a person who has developed the spiritual sight and is able to see things in the worlds 

which are usually invisible to the ordinary human view in the present stage of evolution 

he therefore by the same faculty knows everything. As a matter of fact he does not 

know anything until he has acquired the knowledge by investigation. The law of 

analogy, which is the master key to all mysteries, should make this clear. "As above, so 

below," and "as below, so above." We see the telephone hanging on the wall; we know 

how to operate it by taking down the receiver, placing it to our ear and talking through 

the transmitter. We know even in a vague way that it is operated by electricity, but the 

mechanism is a mystery to the great majority.  

http://www.spiritcardcenter.com/
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   Similarly, we may turn an electric switch, see the lights flash on, and the motors begin 

to whirl. We see the phenomenon, but we do not know the underlying forces until by 

investigation we have fitted ourselves and acquired the knowledge. The very same 

conditions obtain in the Desire World to an even greater degree, because of the 

superlative plasticity of the desire stuff and the ease wherewith it is changed into 

different forms by the ensouling Spirit, whether superhuman or elemental. On that 

account even the person who has voluntary control of his spiritual sight requires a 

thorough training and must cultivate the faculty of seeing beyond the form to the 

ensouling life. It is only when he has cultivated that faculty that he is free from delusion 

and able to distinguish the true nature and status of all the things and beings which he 

sees in the invisible world. To do this in the most efficient manner and have the 

certainty of escaping illusion it is necessary to cultivate the grade of spiritual sight 

pertaining to the concrete region of the World of Thought, where the archetypes which 

are the ensouling life can be seen.  

   To make this clear we may call to mind that the physical sight varies so that there are 

certain beings which see perfectly under conditions which to us appear as darkness. For 

instance owls and bats. The eyes of fishes are constructed so that they see under water. 

The organs of spiritual sight are also capable of being attuned to different vibrations. 

Each rate of vibration produces a different grade of sight and opens up to the 

investigator a certain realm of nature. By an exceedingly slight extension of the physical 

sight the ethers and the beings therein become plainly visible. This grade of sight may 

be likened to the X-ray, for objects which appear solid to the physical sight are most 

easily penetrated by the etheric sight or vision.  

   When one looks at a house with etheric vision he sees right through the wall. If he 

wants to find out what is taking place in a room on the farther side of the house from 

where he stands, the etheric rays from his eyes to the object in that room pierce the 

walls and all other intervening objects, and he sees them just as plainly as if the whole 

house were made of glass. This grade of sight may be applied to the human body, and it 

is possible with its help to look through the whole organic structure and watch its 

functions in actual operation. The writer also had the idea until recently that the 

common trick of reading a letter which is enclosed in a sealed envelope, perhaps in the 

pocket of another person was done in the same manner. However, stimulated by the 

articles on psychometry in our magazine, he one day took a letter addressed to himself 

and tried the experiment, which succeeded beautifully, showing the person who had 

written the letter sitting in his room, and giving the whole contents very nicely. 

Immediately afterward he tried another letter with etheric sight to ascertain how the 

result would differ, and it was then found to be very difficult to disentangle the writing 

on account of the letter having been folded up. There seemed to be a conglomerate mass 

of ink streaks, and it required the use of the next higher grade of sight which penetrates 

to the Desire World before the letter could be distinguished and read.  

   When one looks at an object with the sight necessary to see the Desire World, even 

the most solid objects are also seen through and through, but with the difference that 

one sees them as it were from all directions. Thought forms such as spoken of by the 

enquirer would probably be clothed in this material because no thought form can 

compel action save through the medium of this force--matter which we call desire stuff, 

and no one who has not made a study of it can guess how many people are actuated by 

thought forms which they think are their own, but which as a matter of fact, originated 
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in the brain of some one else. it is in this way that what we call public opinion is 

formed. Strong thinkers who have certain definite ideas about a particular thing radiate 

those thought forms from themselves, and others less positive and not antagonistic to 

the view expressed in these wandering thought forms catch them up and think that these 

thoughts have originated within themselves. Thus gradually the sentiment grows until 

that which was originally started by one man has been accepted by a large part of the 

community.  

   To learn positively the origin of such stray thought forms would necessitate 

examination by means of the grade of sight necessary to function in the Region of 

Concrete Thought where the idea first took shape. There all solid objects appear as 

vacuous cavities from which a basic keynote is continually sounded and thus whoever 

sees a thing also hears from itself the whole history of its being. Thought forms which 

have not yet crystallized into physical action or being do not present themselves to the 

observer as a cavity, but there thoughts are not silent. They speak in a language which is 

unmistakable and convey far more accurately than words can, what is their intent until 

the force which their originator expended to bring them into being has been spent. As 

they sing in the key peculiar to the person who gave them birth it is a comparatively 

easy matter for the trained occultist to trace them to their source.  

   Regarding section "c" of your question is it not quite clear what you mean. If you 

want to know how we can distinguish the thoughts of objective spiritual entities from 

our own thoughts, the foregoing method may be applied to all beings without any 

distinction whatever. But if you mean how can we distinguish objective spiritual entities 

from thought forms, the answer is that thought forms lack spontaneity. They are more or 

less like automatons. They move and act in one direction only, according to the will of 

the thinker which is the motive power within them. The actions of objective spiritual 

entities are spontaneous and changeable in the same way that our actions or tactics are, 

whenever we wish or it seems desirable to change them.  

 

NATURE OF THE HIGHER SELF   

 

   WHAT PART OF THE THREE-FOLD SPIRIT IS THE HIGHER SELF? IS IT THE 

DIVINE SPIRIT?  IN THE COSMO IT IS STATED THAT THE HUMAN SPIRIT IS 

THE EGO. IS THE LIFE SPIRIT NOT A PART OF THE EGO?  IS ALL THE EGO 

ON THE PHYSICAL PLANE DURING EARTH LIFE, OR ONLY A PARTS, AS 

THE HINDUS TEACH?  

   ANSWER: The higher self is the threefold Spirit: Divine, Life, and Human Spirit, but 

you must not think of these three as being separated one from the other. The Spirit is 

undivided as the white light which comes from the Sun through interplanetary space, 

but as the light may be refracted into three primary colors--blue, yellow, and red--when 

passing through the denser atmosphere of the earth, so also the Virgin Spirit appears as 

threefold during manifestation, because sheaths of matter of varying density are placed 

around it. When it is enveloped only in the substance of the World of Divine Spirit, then 

it is the Divine Spirit; when the Divine Spirit receives in addition a sheath from the 

material of the World of Life Spirit, then it becomes the Life Spirit; and when it is 
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finally clothed in the matter of the Region of Abstract Thought it becomes the Human 

Spirit--the Ego. That is because the Virgin Spirit enmeshed in these three layers of 

matter is shut off from all consciousness of its Divine Father, and being so blinded by 

matter that it can no longer see things from the cosmic viewpoint when reaching 

OUTWARD it turns its consciousness inward and beholds itself as separate and apart 

from all others. Hence, it is an Ego--an individual. At that point then egoism is born, 

and self-seeking begins.  

   When the Human Spirit draws around itself for better expression the lower and more 

concrete vehicles--the mind, the desire body, the vital body--by sinking itself in them, 

by descending even to the Physical World, it again obtains consciousness of outward 

things. Then having lost knowledge of the World of God whence it originally came, it 

commences to conquer the physical world and subdue it to its own ends.  

   In this respect it differs radically from the Spirits of the other three kingdoms--

mineral, vegetable, and animal. The Group Spirit of the mineral has as yet descended 

only to the Region of Abstract Thought. Therefore the consciousness of the mineral 

resembles the deepest TRANCE state. The Group Spirit of the vegetable and plant 

kingdom has descended to the Region of Concrete Thought. Therefore the 

consciousness of the plant kingdom is akin to that which we have in the deepest 

DREAMLESS SLEEP. The Group Spirits of the animals are found in the Desire World, 

which is next to the world in which we live. Hence the consciousness of the animal is an 

internal picture consciousness, similar to that which we have in dreams, the pictures 

being sent by the Group Spirits to the animals to impress upon them what they are to do 

under certain circumstances. That which we call instinct is thus the wisdom of the 

Group Spirits, which impresses the animal concerning how it shall act. The Human 

Spirit alone in all the kingdoms of evolving life on earth is an individualized Ego, and 

descends into the vehicles which are all gathered in the physical world during the 

waking hours of the day. Thus we attain to the waking consciousness whereby we are 

fully aware and awake to all things pertaining to the world in which we then function, 

are able to use our own reason, express our desires and emotions, and act as dictated by 

our individual Higher Self--the indwelling Spirit, the Ego.  

 

DETERMINING THE TIME OF EASTER  

   I AM A MASON AND WOULD LIKE TO KNOW WHAT DETERMINES THE 

TIME OF EASTER EACH YEAR. ALSO, WHAT IS THE CONNECTION 

BETWEEN THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST AT EASTER AND THE 

RESURRECTION OF HIRAM ABIFF IN THE MASONIC RITUAL?  

   ANSWER: The Masonic legend says that in the beginning Jehovah created Eve, and 

the Lucifer Spirit, Samael, united with her and from this union Cain was born. Then 

Samael left Eve and she became virtually a widow. Cain was thus the son of a widow, 

and from him descended all the draftsman of the world, including Hiram Abiff, the 

grand master workman on Solomon's temple, who is therefore also called "son of a 

widow," as are all Freemasons to this day. After Samael had left Eve, Jehovah created 

Adam, and he united with Eve, with the result that Abel was born. Thus Cain was semi-

divine, inspired by his own inherent creative genius which is seen in his sons to this day 
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in statecraft and all industrial inventions which go to make the civilized world, while 

Abel was the child of two human beings. He id not know how to create but tended 

docilely the flock already created for him by the author of his being, Jehovah.  

   Jehovah slighted the sacrifice of Cain, who had made two blades of grass grow where 

formally there was one. He would rather have a docile automation like Abel who could 

be depended upon to obey implicitly His commands than an original thinker like Cain. 

So there was enmity between Cain and Abel, with the result that the latter was slain. 

Then SETH was born, and from his have descended all those who follow blindly the 

dictates of their creator and are known as the PRIESTCRAFT and their followers. 

Among them was Solomon, the king. To him Jehovah revealed the design for his 

Temple, but Solomon was unable to execute the design and therefore was compelled to 

engage HIRAM ABIFF, A CUNNING CRAFTSMAN, A SON OF CAIN, AND 

THEREFORE THE SON OF A WIDOW.  

   High mystic Mason recognize the fact that from the cosmic viewpoint Hiram Abiff is 

symbolized by the Sun. While the Sun (Hiram) is in the northern signs, Aries, Taurus, 

Gemini, Cancer, Leo, and Virgo, he is among faithful friends and followers, but when in 

the course of the year he enters the southern signs, Libra, Scorpio, and Sagittarius, he is 

assaulted by the three conspirators as recorded in the Masonic legend and finally slain at 

the winter solstice to be again resurrected as he climbs towards the equator, which he 

crosses at the vernal equinox. The Masonic legend relates that the Queen of Sheba 

journeyed from afar to see the wise Solomon of whom she had heard so much. She was 

also shown the beautiful temple and wanted to see the cunning craftsman, the master 

builder and his workmen who had wrought such a marvel.  

   But there had always been enmity between the sons of Cain and the sons of Seth. 

Even when they have co-operated they have never trusted each other fully, and Solomon 

feared that his beautiful fiancé might become enamored of Hiram Abiff. Therefore he 

endeavored to call the workmen himself, but none responded. They "knew the voice of 

their shepherd," Hiram Abiff (the Sun in Aries, the sign of the Lamb). They were 

trained to obey his call and would heed no their voice. Therefore, Solomon was finally 

forced to send for Hiram Abiff and request that he call his artisans, and the moment he 

lif ted his hammer (Aries, which is the sign of his authority and exaltation), they came in 

a multitude that could not be numbered, each one eager to do his will.  

   In the spring the Sun (Hiram) enters Aries, the sign of his exaltation. This sign is 

shaped like the hammer which Hiram raised, and all the workmen on the temple (the 

universe) rush to do his bidding and carry on his work when he ascends to the throne of 

his dignity and authority in the northern heavens. He is their shepherd because at the 

vernal equinox he enters Aries, the sign of the ram or lamb. Him they hear but these 

nature forces take command from no other than the Sun in Aries, the Eastern Sun.  

   This is the cosmic interpretation, but according to the law of analogy Hiram, the son 

of Cain, must also be raised to a higher degree of initiation. Only the Sun Spirit about to 

soar into the heavens could accomplish this feat. Hence HIRAM WAS REBORN AS 

LAZARUS AND RAISED BUT HE STRONG GRIP OF THE LION'S PAW. He had 

been a leader of the craftsmen during the regime of Jehovah and His creature Solomon. 

By this initiation he was raised up for the purpose of being a leader in the Kingdom of 

Christ and helping the same people on into a higher phase of their evolution. Therefore, 
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he became a CHRISTIAN charged to explain the mysteries of the CROSS, and a 

symbol of this mystery the ROSE was added thereto, and this mission was embodied in 

his symbolic name, Christian Rosenkreuz.  

   The rose is called the emblem of mystery in general, but most people are not aware 

that this addition of the rose to the cross was the origin of that symbolic significance. 

The rose is the emblem of the mystery of the cross because it explains the path of 

chastity, the transmutation of blood from passion to love. Lazarus therefore became 

Christian Rose Cross, and THE ROSICRUCIANS ARE THE SPECIAL 

MESSENGERS OF CHRIST TO THE SONS OF CAIN as Jesus is to the sons of Abel.  

   The Pharisees knew a great deal of the occult origin of these two classes of humanity, 

and therefore the Lazarus miracle was to them the crowning crime of the Christ. They 

became seriously alarmed then that their national religion would be superseded by 

another if any more such signs were performed, for they sensed that it was an initiation 

of a higher nature than they knew of and that it boded an entrance into a higher cycle. 

Before the Christ all the religions were race religions suited to the people to whom they 

were given and suitable only for those people. All these religions were JEHOVAH 

RELIGIONS. As the FATHER was the highest Initiate of the Saturn Period, so 

CHRIST, THE SON, was the highest Initiate of the Sun Period, and JEHOVAH, the 

Holy Spirit, was the highest Initiate of the Moon Period. From Jehovah came the race 

religions which endeavor to prepare mankind along the path of evolution by means of 

law. These race religions are to be superseded by the universal religion of the Sun 

Spirit, Christ, which will unite all men into one brotherhood. The change from one to 

the other and the fact that the religion of the lunar God Jehovah must precede the 

religion of the Sun Spirit, Christ, is symbolized by the manner in which Easter is 

determined.  

   The rule in present use for determining the time of Easter is that IT FALLS ON THE 

FIRST SUNDAY FOLLOWING THE PASCHAL FULL MOON. This was the original 

time adopted by the earliest Christians who had knowledge of and regard for the occult 

significance, but very soon ignorant people started schisms and fixed it at different 

times. This occasioned no little controversy. In the second century a dispute arose on 

this point between the Eastern and Western Churches. Easter Christians celebrated 

Easter on the 14th day of the first Jewish month or Moon, considering it to be 

equivalent to the Jewish Passover. The Western Christians kept it on the Sunday 

AFTER the 14th day, holding that it was the commemoration of the Resurrection of 

Jesus. The Council of Nice 325 A.D. decided in favor of the Western use, branding the 

Eastern practice with the name of heresy. This, however, only settled the point that 

Easter was to be held not on a certain day of the month or moon, but ON A SUNDAY. 

The proper astronomical cycle for calculating the occurrence of the Easter Moon was 

not yet determined, but they finally deferred to the ancient method of fixing the festival 

by the Moon, and so the ancient original custom was finally revived.  

   Thus Easter is now held upon the same day as required by the occult tradition to 

symbolize properly the cosmic significance of the event, and in this respect both the Sun 

and the Moon are necessary factors, since Easter is not merely a solar festival. The Sun 

must go not only past the equator, as it does on the 21st of March, but the full Moon 

after the vernal equinox must also be passed. Then the following Sunday is Easter, the 

day of Resurrection. The light of the vernal Sun must be reflected by a full Moon before 
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that day can dawn on earth, and there is as said a deep meaning behind that method of 

determining Easter, viz., that HUMANITY WAS NOT SUFFICIENTLY EVOLVED 

TO HAVE THE RELIGION OF THE SUN, THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION OF 

UNIVERSAL BROTHERHOOD, UNTIL THEY HAD BEEN FULLY PREPARED 

THROUGH THE RELIGIONS OF THE MOON WHICH SEGREGATED AND 

SEPARATED HUMANITY INTO GROUPS, NATIONS, AND RACES. This is 

symbolized by the annual rise of the Sun Spirit at Easter being deferred until the 

Jehovistic Moon has thrown back and fully reflected the light of the Easter Sun.  

   All the founders of race religions, Hermes, Buddha, Moses, etc., were initiates in the 

Jehovistic mysteries. They were Sons of Seth. At their initiation they became ensouled 

by their particular Race Spirit, and this Spirit, speaking through the mouth of such an 

initiate gave LAWS to his people, as for instance, the Decalogue of Moses, the laws of 

Manu, the noble truths of Buddha, etc. These laws manifested sin because the people 

did not and could not keep them at their stage of evolution. So they made a certain debt 

of destiny in consequence. This destiny the human initiate founder of the religion had to 

take upon himself and so had to be born again and again to help his people. Thus 

Buddha was born as Shankaracharya and had a number of other rebirths. Moses was 

reborn as Elijah and John the Baptist, but Christ, on the other hand, did not need to take 

birth in the first place. He did it of His own free will to help humanity, to abrogate the 

law that brings sin, and emancipate humanity from the law of sin and death.  

   The Race religions of the lunar God, Jehovah, conveyed the will of God to mankind in 

an indirect manner through seers and prophets who were but imperfect instruments, as 

the lunar rays reflect the light of the Sun.  

   The mission of these religions was to prepare mankind for the universal religion of the 

Sun Spirit, Christ, who manifested among us without an intermediary as the light which 

comes direct from the Sun, and "we behold His glory as the ALONE BEGOTTEN of 

the Father," when He taught the gospel of love. The Christian religion gives no laws, 

but preaches love as the fulfillment of the law. Therefore no debts of destiny are 

generated under it, and Christ, who was under no necessity to be born in the first place, 

will not be drawn to rebirth under the Law of Causation as were the founders of the 

lunar race religions, who must bear from time to time the sins of their followers. When 

He appears it will be in a body made of the two higher ethers: the light and reflecting 

ethers, the golden wedding garment called SOMA PSUCHICON or soul body by Paul, 

who is very emphatic in his assertion that "flesh and blood cannot inherit the Kingdom 

of God. He asserts that we shall be changed and be like Christ, and if we cannot enter 

the kingdom in a fleshy body it would be absurd to suppose that the King of Glory 

would wear such a coarse, cumbersome garment.  

   The priestcraft from which Jehovah drew His representatives, the prophets and 

founders of religions and spiritual temple builders, are the Sons of Seth. The Sons of 

Cain still feel in their breasts the divine nature of their ancestor. They repudiate the 

indirect method of salvation by faith of the church and insist upon finding the light of 

wisdom themselves by direct methods of WORK, perfecting themselves in the arts and 

crafts and building the temple of material civilization by industry and statecraft 

according to the plan of God, the Grand Architect of the Universe, Christ being "the 

Chief Corner Stone" and each mystic Mason a "living stone."  
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   In time, however, these two great streams of the Sons of Seth and the sons of Cain 

must unite in order to reach the portals of the kingdom of Christ. Before His time there 

was no way in which such an amalgamation could take place; but when Christ, the great 

Sun Spirit, came, Solomon was reborn as Jesus, into his lower vehicles the Christ Spirit 

entered at the Baptism; and Hiram Abiff was reborn as Lazarus. When Lazarus was 

raised up by the strong grip of the Lion of Judah's paw, Hiram and Solomon, the former 

antagonists, sank their differences as prompted by Christ Spirit, and both are working 

now for the establishment of the Kingdom of Christ. It was this the Pharisees in some 

way sensed or surmised and hence their fears that this Jesus would initiate many people 

and subvert them from the race religion to which they (the Pharisees) were wedded.  

  

 

Jesus Christôs followers react to his resurrection in artist Rembrandt Harmensz van Rijnôs ñResurrection of Christ.ò 

òA Sane Mind, A Soft Heart, A Sound Bodyó 
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WESTERN WISDOM BIBLE STUDY  

 

MEANING OF THE LETTERS I.N.R.I.  

 

   WHAT IS THE MEANING OF THE LETTERS I.N.R.I. SOMETIMES PLACED 

OVER THE CROSS?  

   ANSWER: We are told in the gospel story that Pilate placed a sign reading, "Jesus 

Nazarenus Rex Judaeorem," and His Cross, and this is translated in the authorized 
version to mean "Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews." But the four initials, I.N.R.I., 

placed upon the Cross represent the names of the four elements in Hebrew: Iam, water; 

Nour, fire; Ruach, spirit or vital air; and Iabeshah, earth. This is the occult key to the 

mystery of crucifixion, for it symbolizes in the first place the Salt, Sulphur, Mercury, 

and Azoth which were used by the ancient alchemists to make the Philosopher's Stone, 

the universal solvent, the elixir-vitae.  

   The two "I's" (IAM and IABESHAH) represent the salient lunar element water, (a) in 

fluidic state holding salt in solution, and (b) in the coagulated extract of this water, "the 

salt of the earth." In other words, the finer fluidic vehicles of man and his dense body. 

N, (NOUR) in Hebrew stands for fire and the combustible elements, chief among which 

are SULPHUR and phosphorus, so necessary to oxidation and without which warm 

blood would be an impossibility. The Ego could not then function in the body, nor could 

thought find a material expression. R (RUACH) is the Hebrew equivalent for the Spirit, 

Azoth, functioning in the mercurial mind. Thus the four letters, I.N.R.I., placed over the 

Cross of Christ according to the gospel story represent composite man, the Thinker, at 

the point of his spiritual development when he is getting ready for liberation from the 

cross of his dense vehicle.  

   Proceeding further along the same line of elucidation we may note that I.N.R.I. is the 

symbol of the crucified candidate for the following additional reasons:  

   IAM is the Hebrew word signifying water, the fluidic lunar element, which forms the 

principal part of the human body (about 87 per cent), and this word is also the symbol 

of the finer fluidic vehicles of desire and emotion.  

   NOUR, the Hebrew word signifying fire, is a symbolic representation of the heat-

producing red blood laden with martial iron, fire, and energy, which the occultist sees 

coursing as gas through the veins and arteries of the human body, infusing it with 

energy and ambition, and without which there could be neither material nor spiritual 

progress. It also represents the sulphur and phosphorus necessary for the material 

manifestation of thought as already mentioned.  

   RUACH, the Hebrew word for Spirit, or vital air, is an excellent symbol of the Ego 

clothed in the mercurial mind which makes man MAN, and enables him to control and 

direct his bodily vehicles and activities in a rational manner.  
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   IABESHAH is the Hebrew word for earth, 

representing the solid fleshy part which makes up 

the cruciform earthy body, crystallized within the 

finer vehicles at birth and severed from them in the 

ordinary course of things at death, or in the 

extraordinary course of things at death, or in the 

extraordinary event that we learn to die the mystic 

death and ascend to the glories of higher spheres 

for a time.  

   This stage of the Christian Mystic's spiritual 

development therefore involves a reversal of the 

creative force from its ordinary downward course 

through the tripartite spinal cord where the three 

segments are ruled by the Moon, Mars, and 

Mercury, respectively, and where the ray of 

Neptune then lights the REGENERATIVE 

SPINAL SPIRIT-FIRE which, mounting upward, 

sets the pituitary body and the pineal gland into 

vibration. This, opening up the spiritual sight and 

striking the frontal sinus, starts the crown of thorns 

throbbing with pain as the bond with the physical 

body is burned by the sacred spirit-fire which 

wakes this center from its age long sleep to a 

throbbing, pulsating life, sweeping onward to the 

other centers in the five-pointed stigmatic star. 

They are also vitalized and the whole vehicle 

becomes aglow with a golden glory. Then with a 

final wrench the great vortex of the desire body 

located in the liver is liberated, and the martial 

energy contained in that vehicle propels upward 

and sidereal vehicle (so-called because the 

stigmata in the head, hands, and feet are located in 

the same relative position to one another as the 

points in the five-pointed star), which ascends 

through the skull (Golgotha), while the 

CRUCIFIED CHRISTIAN utters his triumphant 

cry, "Consummatum est" (it has been 

accomplished), and soars into the subtler spheres to seek Jesus whose life he has 

imitated with such success and from whom he is henceforth inseparable. Jesus is his 

Teacher and his guide to the Kingdom of Christ where all shall be united in one body to 

learn and to practice the RELIGION OF THE FATHER to whom the Kingdom will 

eventually revert that He may be All in All.  

  

 

òA Sane Mind, A Soft Heart, A Sound Bodyó 

 

 
The Phoenix   

by J.Augustus knapp 

 

The Phoenix  

  

Brilliant of plumage 

Lives five-hundred years 

Then ignites itself 

But pray have no fears 

Out of the ashes 

It rises anew 

In youthful body 

Yet more brilliant to view 

 

Elsa Margaret Glover 
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WESTERN PHILOSOPHY  

 

Golden Verses of Pythagoras 

 

 
 

Illustration, The History of Philosophy, by Thomas Stanley (1655-1662) 
 

The father of Western Philosophy and Initiation, Pythagoras passed on his teachings orally; they are 

known to us only through his disciples. The moral law taught in his Academy included a five-year 

probation of silence and meditation, temperance, continence, vegetarianism, and secrecy regarding the 

teachings, of which The Golden Verses are the most important surviving fragments. 

 
 
FIRST honor the immortal Gods, as the law demands. 

 

AMONG others make the most virtuous thy friend! Love to make use of his soft speeches, and 

learn from his deeds that are useful. 

 

ALIENATE not the beloved comrade for trifling offenses. 

 

BEAR all you can, what you can, for power is bound to necessity. 
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TAKE this well to heart: you must gain control of your habits: First over stomach, then sleep, 

and then luxury, and anger. 

 

WHAT brings you shame, do not unto others, nor by yourself. 

 

LET justice be practiced in words as in deeds; then make the habit never inconsiderately to act. 

 

WHATEVER sorrow the fate of the Gods may here send us bear, whatever may strike you, 

with patience unmurmuring. 

 

THE speech of the people is various, now good, and now evil; so let them not frighten you, nor 

keep you from your purpose. 

 

IF false calumnies come to your ears, support it in patience. 

 

LET no one with speech or with deeds ever deceive you to do or to say what is not the best. 

 

THINK , before you act, that nothing stupid results; to act inconsiderately is part of a fool. 

 

DO nothing beyond what you know, yet learn what you may need: thus shall your life grow 

happy. 

 

DO not neglect the health of the body; keep measure in eating and drinking, and every exercise 

of the body. By measure, I mean what later will not induce pain. Follow clean habits of life, but 

not the luxurious. 

 

NEVER let slumber approach thy wearied eyelids before thrice you review what this day you 

did: ñWherein have I sinned? What did I? What duty is neglected?ò All, from the first to the 

last, review; and if you have erred, grieve in your spirit, rejoicing for all that was good. With 

zeal and with industry, this, then, repeat; and learn to repeat it with joy. Thus wilt thou tread on 

the paths of heavenly virtue. 

 

NEVER start on your task until you have implored the blessing of the Gods. If this you hold 

fast, soon will you recognize of Gods and mortal men the true nature of existence, how 

everything passes and returns. Then will you see what is true, how Nature in all is most equal. 

 

MEN shall you find whose sorrows they themselves have created; few know how to help 

themselves in misfortune. That is the fate that blinds humanity; in circles, hither and yon they 

run in endless sorrows. 

 

YET , do not fear, for the mortals are divine by race, to whom holy Nature everything will 

reveal and demonstrate; where of if you have received, so keep what I teach you. 

 

HEALING  your soul, you shall remain insured from manifold evil. 

 

CONSIDER all things well: Let reason, the gift divine, be thy highest guide; then should you 

be separated from the body, and soar in the aether, you will be imperishable, a divinity, a mortal 

no more. 
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STUDIES IN THE ROSICRUCIAN COSMO - CONCEPTION  

 

The Visible and Invisible Worlds 

Their Inhabitants and  their Relation to  

Humankind 
 

A Cycle of Lectures Given in Celebration of the 100
th

 Anniversary  

of ROSICRUCIAN COSMO CONCEPTION First Edition  

 
 

 
By Roberto Gomes da Costa 

President of the Chartered Center of Rio de Janeiro 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 

Brazilian, probationer since 1995, he found the Western Wisdom Teachings long before that, when the 

present Chartered Center of Rio de Janeiro was a Study Group. Nowadays, Roberto is the President of the 

Chartered Center of Rio de Janeiro. 

From a professional point of view, Roberto is a Chemical Engineer, retired, with 40 years of experience 

in Planning, Organization & Methods and Quality Management. He strongly believes in team work, the 

only effective way to fulfill our mission: ñSpread the Teachings and Heal the Sickò. He also believes that 

all the efforts to be done to fulfill that mission should be supported by love, plenty of love, tolerance and 

humbleness. Above all, Love is the true incentive to work and to live the Life. 
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FOREWORD 

 

 

The present work represents a simple homage of the Chartered Center of Rio de Janeiro of the 

Rosicrucian Fellowship to Max Heindel, the Rosicrucian Order Herald to the Aquarian Age, 

during the 100th Anniversary of ROSICRUCIAN COSMO CONCEPTION First Edition. 

For several years long, the Chartered Center of Rio de Janeiro dedicates one Saturday a month 

to the study of the COSMO. During 2009, from March to October, eight Saturdays were 

dedicated to a series of lectures summarizing the Teachings comprised in our textbook and 

presented under the theme THE VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE WORLDS, THEIR 

INHABITANTS AND THEIR RELATION TO HUMANKIND. This cycle of lectures was 

closed In November 2009, with a debate focused on the subject and on the importance of the 

Teachings to the Rosicrucian Fellowship membersò life. 

The  Western  Wisdom  Teachings  are  presented  in  COSMO  in  three  parts that are answers 

to the questions traditionally posed by those looking for spiritual development: Who are we? 

Where were we coming from? Where are we going to? The first question is answered in Part 

One, which describes MANôS PRESENT CONSTITUTION AND METHOD OF 

DEVELOPMENT. The second question is answered in Part Two, COSMOGENESIS AND 

ANTROPOGENESIS. The third question is answered in Part Three that explains MANôS 

FUTURE DEVELOPMENTE ANS INITIATION. 

The cycle of lectures performed in our Center had, as a basic reference, the book of COSMO, 

using also, as complementary references, other sources, as indicated in the attached 

Bibliography. Following an idea adopted in a pamphlet edited by The Rosicrucian Fellowship, 

ñThe Inhabitants of the Planesò, we ordered the lectures visiting the Worlds from the densest to 

the most subtle ones. We described, for each world, its functions and characteristics, as well as 

the role their inhabitants had and have, especially in relation to our humanity. The last lecture 

was dedicated to the Mission of Christ Jesus, the founder of the Universal Religion of the 

future. Christ did come to seek and save that which was lost and, in addition to that, to make the 

Initiation possible to all ñwhosoever willò. 

We devote our all gratitude to the work performed by the Elder Brothers, who made possible 

that the precious Teachings contained in the COSMO could reach a mankind thirsty of Truth, 

through the tireless efforts of Max Heindel.  

 

 

òA Sane Mind, A Soft Heart, A Sound Bodyó 
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Drawings of Max Heindel 
 

 

Study of Rosicrucian Cosmo-Conceptionõs cover 

 

 

The Rosicrucian Cosmo-conceptionõs cover 
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The Visible and Invisible Worlds 

Their Inhabitants and  their Relation to  

Humankind 
 

 

Ink and water color, c. 1805. William Blake. National Galleries of Scotland 

The Finger of God Writing 

Moses prostrates in dread before the fiery formulation of the Law. 

 

PART ONE 

THE PHYSICAL WORLD  

 

INTRODUCTION  

 

The Physical World is the densest of all Worlds existing in Godôs Universe, according 

to the Rosicrucian Philosophy. In the Rosicrucian Teachings, the Universe is divided 

into seven Worlds, as shown below: 
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 World of God 

 World of Virgin Spirits 

 World of Divine Spirit 

 World of Life Spirit 

World of Thought 

Desire World 

Physical World 

 

Each world is subdivided into seven Regions, as shown in the Diagram 2 of COSMO 

and described in its Chapter I. It is a law of the Universe that no being can function in 

any world or region without a vehicle built of the material of this world. The Diagram 2 

of COSMO shows the seven vehicles of mankind, built of the material of each world or 

region. 

There are several life waves in evolution, in different stages of development and all of 

them, to evolve, need to build different vehicles to function in the various regions. 

There is a singular point in the evolution of a life wave, as we can derive from the study 

of Rosicrucian Philosophy, in which the life wave reaches its individuality and becomes 

responsible by its own evolution. The relations established with other life waves, during 

the evolutionary period in which the life wave reaches its individuality are kept in 

subsequent periods, adapted to the new conditions prevailing in those periods, as we 

will see later. 

The need for relations is one of the Universe forces which makes the Spirits interact one 

with another aiming at the growing of each one and the Divinity itself. We have been 

differentiated within God as Virgin Spirits, we conquered individuality to be 

responsible for our own evolution, but we depend on this relationship with others to 

evolve, something that we recall as our own origin, when we were together within 

Godôs bosom, as a great unity. 

At the end of this Day of Manifestation, we will return to our origin, to share all our 

conquests, individual or collective, as a part of the Great Consciousness of God. 
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CHAPTER I  

THE CHEMICAL REGION OF THE PHYSICAL WORLD  

 

The Chemical Region of the Physical Word is the only region of the Universe which the 

major part of mankind is aware and has knowledge of. This region is the object of study 

of the Official Science that has developed powerful instruments as extensions of our 

senses to observe the macro and the microcosm. The observation of the inner worlds, 

however, depends yet on manôs ability to see those worlds. His first step in this 

direction will be the etheric sight, about which we will talk a little later. When a 

significant number of scientists get this ability, a radical change will take place in the 

paradigms of science, because a great part of the phenomena that presently escape from 

human observation, as they occur in the invisible worlds, will become observables and, 

as a consequence, affordable to be studied by science. One of the most remarkable 

examples is the moment in which the human being leaves his (her) body, at death. A 

glimpse of the possible changes in science paradigms can be deducted from the impacts 

on medical state of the art caused by near death experiments. 

The relation of human kind with other realms is vastly known by everybody, as well as 

the consequent problems affecting our ecosystems. All these problems result from 

disordered human intervention on our planet, affecting all realms, accomplished under a 

system of values completely distorted, not only in relationship to the other realms, but 

within our own human realm, in which the lack of love, the egotism and the disrespect 

to others have prevailed.  

The other realms are used by the human being most of the time without respect, 

transgressing its dignity and altering significantly its system of life, to provide, 

according to their conveniences, the needs of human beings in dressing, feeding, well-

being and fun. Fortunately, humanity is reacting against this state of things and is 

becoming more sensitive to these affairs, especially nowadays, because the planet is 

being threatened by great climatic changes resulting from the unbalance of ecosystems. 

Scientists have also made an extensive research on healthy diets, reaching at the 

conclusion that red meat should be consumed parsimoniously. The Rosicrucian 

Philosophy recommends the vegetarian diet as the ideal one, not based on nutritional 

criteria, but based on the love and respect we should devote to our lower brothers. From 

an ecological point of view, it was already proved that the cattle raising industry is one 

of the greatest responsible for the greenhouse effect, not only through the deforestation 

to produce pastures, but also because the formation of methane gas. Even if we analyze 

the question from an economic point of view, meat production is a very inefficient 

system in a world with a permanent preoccupation with shortage of food, because this 

industry consumes at least seven tons of cereals to produce one ton of meat. 

It is important also to know what the Divine Plan has in store for the evolution of the 

others realms of Nature. The Chapter II of COSMO presents a comparative study of the 

four realms, showing the differences in constitution of vehicles and state of 

consciousness. 
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Humankind is the only realm that achieved individuality in the period of development 

we are passing through: the Earth Period. The Evolutionary Periods are presented in 

Part II of COSMO ï COSMOGENESIS AND ANTHROPOGENESIS. Part II describes 

the relation of man to God and the scheme, the path and the work of evolution. 

The Evolutionary Process is carried through seven great Periods of Manifestation, as 

follows: 

 The Saturn Period 

 The Sun Period 

 The Moon Period 

 The Earth Period 

 The Jupiter Period 

 The Venus Period 

 The Vulcan Period 

 

The first three periods and the first half part of Earth Period comprise the period of time 

devoted to the attainment of self-consciousness and the acquisition of vehicles through 

which the spirit in human being manifests. In that period, called ñInvolutionò, human 

beings become individuals. The final half part of Earth Period and the subsequent 

periods to the end of this Day of manifestation, during which the individual human 

beings develop self-consciousness into divine omniscience, is called ñEvolutionò. At the 

end of this period, human being has acquired Soul Power and a Creative Mind. All life 

waves will also accomplish their goals, depending on the stage of evolution they are in.  

Humankind is in its fourth evolutionary period, the Earth Period. During those four first 

periods, the human being acquired the seven vehicles through which the spirit 

manifests, from the Divine Spirit to the dense body. The other kingdoms started their 

evolution in periods later than the human being. The animals started their evolution in 

the Solar Period, the plants, in the Moon Period and the minerals, in the Earth Period.  

 

 

The Diagram 3 of the COSMO CONCEPTION shows the vehicles of each kingdom and 

the manner in which such vehicles are correlated to the different worlds. 
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As we have mentioned before, the period in which a life wave reaches individuality and 

becomes responsible by its own evolution, a remarkable relationship is established 

between this life wave and the one that is just starting evolution. 

Humankind is a good example of this kind of relationship, because we are working with 

the minerals, giving it form. This work will have continuity in the Jupiter and Venus 

Periods, culminating in the Vulcan Period, on which we will have the privilege to give 

them a germinal mind, as the Lords of Mind, the Hierarchy of Sagittarius, did to us 

during the Saturn Period. The Lords of Mind were then human. The same happened to 

the Archangels, the Hierarchy of Capricorn, that are the rulers and guides of the 

animals. The animals started their mineral existence in the Sun Period, at which time the 

Archangels were human. The Angels, the Hierarchy of Aquarius, went to a similar 

process when they were human; therefore they have special concern with the life wave 

that now inhabits the plants, to guide it up to the human stage. The plants started their 

mineral existence in the Moon Period, when the Angels were human.  

 

The state of consciousness appertaining to each kingdom, correlated with its vehicle 

constitution is shown in the Diagram 4 of COSMO CONCEPTION. 

The human being, the Thinker, has descended into the Chemical Region of the Physical 

World, attaining the state of waking consciousness. He is still learning to control his or 

her vehicles. The organs of neither the desire body nor the mind are yet evolved. They 

cannot be used alone as vehicles of consciousness. The Ego, however, enters into the 

dense body and connects these organless vehicles with the physical sense centers. 

The animal spirit has in its descent reached only the Desire World and it has not yet 

evolved to the point were it is able to enter a dense body. The animal has no individual 

indwelling spirit, but a Group Spirit which directs it from without. This Group Spirit is 

an Archangel, responsible for the entire species.  

Diagram 4 shows that the Group Spirit of the plant has its lowest vehicle in the Region 

of Concrete Thought and the Group Spirit of the mineral has its lowest vehicle in the 

Region of Abstract Thought.  

As a result of this state of things, we have different states of consciousness for these 

kingdoms, from humankind in a state of waking consciousness to the mineral, in a state 

of trance-like consciousness. 
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As a kingdom with leadership in the Physical World, humankind has a huge 

responsibility of using correctly their ability and skills in their relation with other human 

beings and other kingdoms. We have accumulated a large sum of debts to the less 

fortunate people and the other kingdoms as a consequence of our acts and we need to 

make a great effort to pay all those debts.  

The Physical World is the world where the things are accomplished and the experiences 

performed, with the correspondent apprenticeship. This apprenticeship is consolidated 

during the post mortem process when the essence of experiences becomes 

consciousness and virtues. 

It is valid to be a dreamer and to idealize projects. But they are of real value only when 

we try to convert them into reality, because the Physical World is the place conceived in 

the Divine Plan to house our experiments and where we learn to create in the right way, 

based in our errors and well doings.   

 

 

CHAPTER II  

 

THE ETHERIC REGION OF THE PHYSICAL WORLD  

 

1. The Four Ethers 

  

The Etheric Region is the responsible for the maintenance of life in the living kingdoms 

ï plants, animals and humankind. The trained clairvoyant can see that the forces giving 

life to the mineral forms of humankind, animals and plants flow through these forms by 

means of the ethers. 

According to the Rosicrucian Fellowship, there are four ethers in the Etheric Region: 

Chemical Ether, Life Ether, Light Ether and Reflecting Ether, as described in Chapter I 

of COSMO CONCEPTION. 

  Summarizing the information about the ethers, we must say that the Chemical Ether is 

the Ether responsible for the assimilation and excretion functions of the living beings. It 

is the only ether in activity in the minerals, as the actuating means of the chemical 

forces in the minerals. The Life Ether is the avenue for the operations which have for 

their object the maintenance of the species, that is to say, the propagation forces. The 

Light Ether is the avenue of forces responsible for the sensorial perception and the 

avenue through which act the forces generating heat in the higher species of animals and 

the forces responsible for blood circulation in the cold-blooded animals. Through this 

Ether is also built and nourished the eye. The Reflecting Ether is the avenue through 

which are actives the forces promoting the memory function and through which thought 

is impressed in human brain.  
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2. The Angels 

 

 

The Etheric Region is considered the internal side of matter. The voluntary clairvoyants 

can see this region using its inner perception, which is an extension of the physical 

vision, working as an X-ray. They are able to see the internal part of the things and how 

they are constituted. Those who have this kind of vision are also able to see other 

inhabitants of this Region as the fairies and the Nature Spirits - the gnomes, the undines, 

the sylphs and the salamanders. The fairies, as a matter of fact, belong to the order of 

Gnomes, the Earth Spirits working under orientation of the Angels Hierarchy. 

The bodies of gnomes are mainly formed of Chemical Ether and, therefore, they are 

physical. These bodies can be burned by fire and susceptible to aging as the human 

beings, but they live longer. 

The undines live in water, the sylphs live on air and the salamanders are able to 

manipulate the fire, the rays and the thunders. They have their bodies made of life ether, 

light ether and reflecting ether, respectively. They have a life longer than the gnomes. 

Nature Spirits accomplish important tasks in Nature, deep in Earth, in its surface, over 

plants and flowers, in water and on air, in the cycle of water evaporation and in its 

liberation as rain, with a great contribution to the economy of Nature. 

The Angels have as the densest vehicle the vital body. They reached individuality in a 

period before the present Earth Period, the Moon Period, as described in Part II of 

COSMO CONCEPTION, in its Chapter VIII, ñThe Work of Evolutionò, when the Solar 

System was in a condition similar to our etheric condition. They worked with the etheric 

forces under the rulership of Jehovah, the highest Initiate of the Angels. 

The Angels are guardians of families and individuals, but their work is not similar to the 

work done by the Lords of Venus and Lords of Mercury, both belonging to our life 

wave. The beings living in these planets are far more evolved than the human beings 

living in Earth. Some inhabitants of Venus and Mercury were sent to Earth to help our 

nascent humanity and are known as Lords of Venus and Lords of Mercury. The Lords 

of Venus were leaders of masses of people and helped to build our civilization. The 

Lords of Mercury work with individuals, when they reach a higher state of 

development. (See Chapter XII of COSMO CONCEPTION) 

The Angels work over all living beings. They work over the plants as guardians of 

fields and woods (plants, flowers, and fruits), rivers and oceans. They take care also of 

the animal kingdom, as guardians of life seeds, but do not act as Group Spirits of animal 

species, a work done by the Archangels. They act as Group Spirits of plant species. 

The Angels are in a step above of humankind in terms of evolution. During the Moon 

Period they learn to work with the ethers and are now, during the earth Period, learning 

to operate in the Desire World, in the same way that we, in Jupiter Period, will learn to 

work with the ethers, because the present life wave of minerals will have then reached 

the plant like stage. The Angels are working now, as Max Heindel said, with humid 
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emotions, where beautiful and pure feelings are being experimented by conscious living 

beings. They give intensity to pure and sacred feelings, to beauty expressions and 

spiritual enjoyment. 

 

 
A gift from heaven by Marina Petro  

www.marinapetro.com 

 

 

3. The Lucifer Spirits  

 

Were the humanity been kept under the leadership of Jehovah, the highest Initiate of 

Solar Period, and their Angels, there would not have been the suffering and pain which 

have characterized the human evolution. The coming of Lords of Venus and Mercury 

had been planned for a certain period of time, to establish the Mysteries and to help 

humanity in creating its civilization. The Lucifer Spirits brought freedom to humankind 

before this period of time, making necessary to anticipate the coming of Lords of 

Mercury much time before this planned period of time, in order to neutralize the 

influence of the Lucifer Spirits. 

In the Sun Period, the Angels have not yet achieved individuality; they got it only in the 

Moon Period, the period following the Sun Period. During the Sun Period, they were 

evolving together with the Archangels, the ñhumanityò of that period. Max Heindel tells 

us, in the COSMO CONCEPTION, that the globes, in the Sun Period, were glowing 

light-balls, but the chief characteristic feature of the globes of the Moon Period may be 

best described by the term ñmoistureò. The difficulty started when the life wave of the 

Angels, guided by Jehovah, got down to the humid ethers of the Moon Period, as a 

preparatory stage to descend to the dark and cold material space. A group of Angels, the 

Lucifer Spirits, rebelled against this plan, because they became accustomed to the fiery 

conditions of the Sun Period. 

Therefore, these two classes of Angels are in opposite positions: The Angels linked to 

water element, that evolved following the conditions established by the Divine Plan and 

that now are working with the ñhumid emotionsò of the Earth Period and the Lucifer 

Spirits, which are working with the ñfiery passionsò, attracted by the element fire. 

http://www.marinapetro.com/
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Fallen angels 

http://photobucket.com/ 

 

 

The Lucifer Spirits, rebelled against Jehovah, found out a way between the Angels and 

the human evolution to make possible their progress in evolution. The Angels did not 

need a brain to have access to Cosmic Wisdom, because they sent out their whole love, 

without selfishness and, in return, Cosmic Wisdom flowed into them. Man sent out only 

part of this love. The other part he selfishly retained to build his inner organs of 

expression, a larynx and a brain. The Lucifer Spirits could not have access to Cosmic 

Wisdom because they have rebelled against the Divine Plan and they could not gain 

knowledge without the use of an inner organ like the physical brain. Then, the only way 

they had to gain knowledge was to use manôs physical brain. The Lucifer Spirits entered 

the spinal cord and spoke to the woman, whose imagination had been aroused by 

training during the Lemurian Epoch. They revealed to the woman her own body and 

that of the man and taught her how, together, they might create new bodies, at will. 

However, with this procedure, man and woman were disobeying Jehovahôs orientation, 

to use the creative forces only under adequate astrological conditions. 

With this influence, the Lucifer Spirits were promoting self assertion in man. They 

instigated the mental activities by means of the other part of the creative force which 

was carried upward for work in the brain. The part of creative force, expressed as 

passions and used to gratify the senses, was more intense in man than any other self 

assertion expressions and it was, for that reason, very appropriate for the Lucifer Spirits 

to accomplish their purpose. Defiance is the prominent attitude of Lucifer Spirits and 

their key note is intensity. They encourage freedom without any type of limitation and 

the urge to dare or to accomplish is so intense that becomes irresistible.  

Before human beingôs enlightened by the Lucifer Spirits, he had not known sickness, 

pain nor death, resulted from the misuse of creative forces for the gratification of senses. 
Besides the incentive to use the creative forces for the gratification of senses, the 

Lucifer Spirits were also instigators of all mental activities, because the forces used to 

create the brain were of same nature as the ones used to generation of bodies, as said 

above. As instigators of mental activities, reasoning was stimulated, as well as the 

focusing on objective actions, leading man to gain knowledge of the Physical World. So 

http://photobucket.com/


42 
 

human beings develop Science and ability in Arts and Crafts, worldwide. It was a sort 

of compensation for knowing sickness, pain and death resulting from the premature 

conquest of our independence and consciousness of the physical world, given by the 

Lucifer Spirits, the ñlight giversò, in spite of being a false light. 

Max Heindel said that, in his opinion, a great number of Lucifer Spirits may not reach 

their own evolution and, by that reason, they will have to come back to Chaos. But, 

according to him, some of them are working with the Lords of Mercury to teach lessons 

of regeneration to make possible their return to their life wave and to proceed in their 

evolution to the end. 

We know that the Archangels inhabit the Sun and the Angels the moons, but the Lucifer 

Spirits cannot inhabit any of the luminaries because they were not able to help the 

generation process in a pure and not egoistic form. They were then transferred to the 

planet Mars. From an astrological point of view, Mars rules Aries which, by its turn, 

rules the head. Mars rules also Scorpio which rules the genital organs. There is a strong 

link between these two signs, if we recall that the creative force was divided into two 

parts, the part which was carried upward being used to build the larynx and the brain. 

Scorpio is a mysterious sign, but it is remarkable that Mars rules a fiery sign, Aries, and, 

at the same time, rules a watery sign, Scorpio, that rules the reproduction organs. The 

regency of Mars over a watery sign may point out a returning way that is opening an 

opportunity for the Lucifer Spirits to recuperate their evolutionary process, changing 

generation into regeneration. 

There is another remarkable point related to Scorpio Hierarchy, the Lords of Form, 

registered in an almost imperceptible way, perhaps to follow the tradition of mystery 

associated with this sign. In the alphabetical index of COSMO CONCEPTION, in the 

topic ñLords of Formò, it is said that ñThey reconstruct dense body, giving germ of 

brainò (The Rosicrucian Cosmo Conception, pg 550). It is a confirmation of the strong 

link between the creative forces, the brain and the Hierarchy of Scorpio. This Hierarchy 

is not only responsible for evolution during the Earth Period, but corresponds also to the 

sign of regeneration, a fundamental aspect to bring the evolutionary process of mankind 

back to the mainstream. 

The Evolutionary Process is always presenting new opportunities for stragglers to 

recuperate the evolutionary stage in which they would be, had not they deviated from 

the right way. But even when these opportunities were not sufficient to provide the 

needs of those stragglers, the Great Beings make a great sacrifice to rescue the lost ones. 

This brings about the famous saying that ñthere will be more rejoicing in heaven over 

one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to 

repentò. We will talk about this subject when we describe the Christ Mission.  

We finalize this chapter with the story of the prodigal son. In this story, the younger 

son, to whom the father gives his inheritance, represents the human life wave. The 

journey of the younger son from his fatherôs home symbolizes the descent of mankind 

from the ñGarden of Edenò or the spiritual state of consciousness enjoyed by 

humankind in the beginning of its evolution, to its state of consciousness in the physical 

world. During its journey in the physical world the prodigal son (humanity) wastes its 

inheritance (the Life Force) in a dissolute life, that is to say, used the creative force 

unwisely. 
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Then comes a spiritual famine, as a result of 

mankind losing contact with spiritual worlds. It 

eventually sees the nullity of such an existence and 

decides to return unto the Fatherôs House. The 

Father will naturally come to meet him. God 

always comes more than half way to meet us when 

we decide to return to His ways. 

Then the Father said to his servants to bring forth 

the best robe and to put it upon the prodigal son. 

This robe represents the ñgolden wedding 

garmentò, the spiritual vehicle which we shall all 

build at some future time during the return to the 

ñFatherôs Houseò. 

The older brother, being aware of the fact, became 

angry ñand would not go in; therefore came his 

father out and entreated himò. The older brother 

represents the angelic life wave. He complains that 

the father never made a great rejoicing for him. 

The Father replies that it is because the older has 

always been with him, that is to say, the angelic 

wave has always remained with the Father in the 

Spiritual Worlds. They never made a descent into 

matter as did humanity. Naturally, everything that 

is the Fatherôs has always being theirs. 

We believe that this story may be applied, by 

extension, to the Lucifer Spirits, if seen as prodigal 

sons, too. So, the work they are performing with 

regeneration, besides the help that is being given 

to mankind, may be the way back to their own 

evolution. 
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Spirit  
  

 

An ethereal  something 

Made of matter so fine 

Ubounded by space 

It can travel in time. 

  

It is Consciousness 

Endowed with a Will. 

It has a purpose 

It strives to fulfill. 

  

It can function in bodies 

Peek through their eyes 

Feel their sensations 

Interpret their lives. 

  

Its the prime mover 

The cause of all cause. 

It  is not subject 

To physical laws 

  

It is eternal. 

As time onward flows 

Consciousness expands 

Will power grows. 

  

Elsa M. Glover 
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ASTROLOGY  

 

Johfra and the Signs of the Zodiac 

 
ARIES 

 

 ARIES, THE RAM , is a fire sign. The sun is in Aries from 21 March to 21 April. It is 

ruled by Mars. It is a positive sign, fire in generation. In Aries the sun is in the 

beginning of spring bringing new light, new life. 

 

I have tried to stress the fact that the development 

through the twelve signs starts with Aries. For this 

reason I have chosen to depict the primitive ram. It 

is of course obvious that there are also higher Ram 

ñnativesò, more mature spirits whose Aries nature is 

more highly evolved. Yet, with an eye to earliest 

beginnings, the ram is depicted here in full 

movement, his main characteristic. He runs blindly 

through everything. He is no ordinary, mindless ram 

though, he is the famous ram of Greek mythology 

whose golden fleece was conquered by the 

Argonauts from the fierce dragon that guarded it. 

Closely 

linked with Mars, his ruling planet, he gallops past, 

oblivious to his surroundings, completely closed in 

on himself. 

 

The warrior is Mars, god of war. He is in full armor, 

and yet his sword stays sheathed. He has not come 

to destroy; instead, he bears a burning torch in his 

raised right hand. Here he is Prometheus, bearer of 

light. He kindles the fire of enthusiasm. The ram 

brings the élan of a new beginning. He is the 

pioneer. Old edifices of the established order topple 

down. Opening is made for fresh developments.  

 

There has not yet been time for experience under Aries, hence the presence of the figure 

Avidya (ignorance) as Aries was imagined in ancient Buddhism (1). She appears with 

her lamp in the background at the right, carrying it before her to light her surroundings. 

She can see nothing through her blindfold which represents her lack of experience of 

life. Nevertheless, she wears the green cloth of hope.  

 

As counterpart, the magician of the Tarot is to be seen in the left background (2). He is a 

native of Aries, at a high level. Through experience, he has become the ruler controlling 

the four elements of creation with his Mars power, and he will use his will to work 

positively on them. The elements of creation are symbolized by the magical attributes  
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lying on the altar before him. They are the staff 

(3) with which he controls the elements of fire 

(to be compared with the world of Atziluth from 

the Cabbala); the sword (4) which rules over the 

elements of light (the third world, that of 

Yetzirah); the goblet (5), the element of water 

(the second world, Briahôs); and the pentagram 

(6) (the fourth world of Assiah). With his right 

hand, he holds his staff (7) up to the heavens to 

attract the cosmic powers, which he directs down 

to the earth, his field of operation, with his left 

hand (8). The never-ending circle, the lemniscate 

(9), can be seen above his head. This is the sign 

of the eternal.  

 

The magician stands in front of a closed door in 

the rocks, which bears a circle of twelve stars 

(10). These signify the twelve stages of 

development through the signs of the zodiac that 

will start behind the door. A lizard-like creature 

(11) sits on a stone in the foreground. It is the 

Basilisk, whose mere look could destroy all life. 

The Cabbala has this creature as symbol of 

Geburah, the sephira that is associated with 

Mars. In alchemy i t cor responds to the Salamander, the inspiration (inhabitant) of the 

element of fire. 

 

The entire presentation is framed by 

pointed iron shapes which strike 

through each other and which I have 

used to try to express the character of 

the powers of Mars. At the bottom, the 

official Aries sign is to be seen in a 

regularly sided five-cornered symbol, 

the pentagon (12). The pentagon refers 

to Mars, being associated with the fifth 

sephira of the cabbalistic tree of life. 

The following magical signatures can 

also be seen in the presentation: going 

round the picture starting from bottom 

left, the signatures of the 

planetary archangel Samael (13), the 

astrological sign of Mars (14), the seal of the planetary spirit Pharos Phalel (15), the seal 

of the planet Mars itself (16), the sign of the planetary intelligence Graphiel (17), and 

three signs belonging to the planetary intelligence Barzabel (18).  
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Taurus  

 

 
TAURUS, THE BULL , is an earth sign. The sun is in Taurus from 20 April to 21 May. 

Venus is its ruling planet. It is a negative sign, earth in generation. When the sun stands 

in this house, new life emerges. 

 

I depicted the action, élan, and unchecked movement of the positive first sign Aries; 

following on from that, I now show the passivity and susceptibility typical of Taurus, 

the next sign.  

 

Under Taurus, substance is moulded into matter, the basis of life. I have particularly 

tried to stress the fertile, luxuriant nature of the sign. Under Taurus all is harmony and 

peace, due to the ruling planet Venus. By falling asleep, Mars has surrendered (1). I 

have provided Taurus 

with two symbolical 

representations: one is 

the Egyptian Apis, 

and the other is 

Jupiter in the bull 

form he assumed to 

carry off Europa. 

Here Europa is 

another representation 

of Venus. She has a 

rich girdle around her 

waist (2) and holds up 

a burning lamp (3); 

these are the ómagic 

weaponsô assigned to 

her in the Cabbala. 

She is draped in a transparent green veil to suggest the plant kingdom. I chose the bull 

Jupiter because the planet Jupiter also rules growth in the plant world.  

 

Venus wears a garland of seven red roses (4). The rose is Venusôs flower, and there are 

seven because that is the 

number of Venus (Netsah) in 

her position as seventh sephira 

on the cabbalistic tree of life. 

This is also why the sign of 

Taurus (middle bottom) is 

shown as a seven-pointed star 

(5), forming the heart of a 

heraldic rose. 
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The planet Venus, the morning star, shines over the 

goddessôs head (6). Amor, or Eros, child to Venus and 

Mars, flies through the air leading two white doves, the 

birds consecrated to Venus (7). This child is the ruler 

of love, being the result of a harmonious interplay 

between oppositely placed poles. The second Tarot 

card is in the background: the high priestess Isis, who 

belongs to the sign of Taurus (8). Because of her death 

and rebirth, she represents the veiled mystery of nature. 

She bears a triple crown showing the moon in her 

waxing, full and waning phases, growth being 

influenced by the moon. This also explains the crescent 

moon at her feet. She sits in an alcove throne; the 

tympanum rests on the two cabbalistic pillars: the red 

marble positive pillar of force or strength Jachin on the 

right, and the black marble negative pillar of form 

Boaz on the left. The tympanum balances and connects 

the two principles. 

 

There is a symmetrical cross on the high priestessô 

breast which represents the four elements that are the 

basis of material revelation. The scroll on her lap, 

partly hidden by her clothes, is the Torah, the law, 

which at this stage of development cannot yet be 

completely penetrated. 

 

Those born under the sign of Taurus have a special 

love for all earthly things. They also have a sense for 

harmony and beauty in nature and art. This was the 

guiding principle behind the decoration of the frame 

which is composed of sumptuous rococo cartouches 

made of copper, the metal of Venus. Into this frame I 

worked the following magical signatures of various 

aspects of Venus. Starting from the left-hand side, 

from top to bottom, they are: the planetary seal (9); 

under that the seal of the planetary intelligence Hagiel 

(10). Then comes the seal of the planetary spirit 

Kedemel (11) and under that the astrological signature 

of Venus (12). 

 

In the top right-hand corner is the seal of the Olympic 

planetary spirit Hagith (13). Under that the godly 

letters of Venus (14), and then the seal of the order of 

angels belonging to this planet, the Principalities (15), 

and next below that the signature of Asmodel, the 

angel of Venus and inhabitant of the house of Taurus (16); then another signature of 

Asmodel (17), this time as angel ruling over the month of May, in the same cartouche as 

the bottommost signature of Anael, another ruler of May (18). 
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GEMINI 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GEMINI , THE TWINS , is a positive sign, air in generation. The sun stands in Gemini 

at the end of May, the bloom month when new life, created in March, blossoms out. 

Mercury is the ruling planet. 

 

Continuing on from the idea that Aries brings the initial power that is then given form in 

Taurus, I have placed the accent in the third sign on its dualism. The problem of this 

dualism I have taken as the main motif in my depiction of the sign. Gemini is ruled by 

the growing consciousness of the relationship between the self and the non-self and the 

interplay of opposing poles in the cosmos. The problem is how to achieve union through 

interchange. 

 

Hence the symmetrical construction of the painting. All positive elementsðon every 

level, as much macro as micro-cosmicðare on the right, and all the negative on the left. 

The dualism between the poles resolves itself in a bridge leading to one union. The 

colours were also chosen with this in mind. Red is positive, blue negative and the union 

between them a golden yellow (the colour of higher insight). The background is purple, 

a mixture of the red and the blue. The golden clouds show the element of air under 

which this sign falls.  
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The two pillars from Solomonôs temple also appear in this painting. The red pillar 

Jachin is crowned by a budding staff, symbolizing fire; the first suit of the Tarot pack is 

also staffs (1). The sun, bringer of strength and life, radiates out above it. 

 

The left-hand, feminine, pillar Boaz, bears a silver goblet in which to receive the powers 

of the sun (goblets, or cups, are the symbol for water in Tarot) (2). The moon shines 

above it, reflecting the power of the sun. At the microcosmic level, these opposing 

principles are embodied in the perfect man and the perfect woman. He points to the 

heavens and she to the earth, so uniting their human natures (óas above, so belowô). 

 

With their other hands they hold the staff of Mercury, the caduceus. This emblem of the 

ruling planet has pride of place because of the importance of Mercury to this sign. The 

symbolic form of the staff encompasses the same basic idea. The polar powers are 

represented by the two snakes which find harmonious resolution in the golden central 

staff. The staff is crowned by a winged mirror because Mercury, or Hermes, rules over 

this intellectual faculty which is ólike a mirror that reflects all things while itself 

remaining clear and motionlessô (3). That is why our Mercury principle has, through our 

intellectual faculty, evolved to wisdom so that all opposites can harmoniously be united. 

Quick as thought, Hermes is the winged messenger, the mediator. He is also the 

Psychopompus, the Guide to Souls who accompanies the dead to the other side. 

 

 A lion and unicorn lie in the foreground, another illustration of the opposing principles. 

The lion embodies godly love as descending power, while the unicorn suggests the pure 

virginity of the receiving primordial substance. In ancient India the sign of Gemini 

was often presented as a lion and unicorn guarding the gate to the Holy City where the 

óKing of Powerand Beautyô resides. 

 

 Between them, a 

dog-faced baboon, 

the cynocephalus, 

sits on a circle that 

suggests union. The 

baboon is used here 

as double symbol. 

In Egypt, it was the 

personification of 

Thoth, the god of 

wisdom and 

knowledge, the 

equivalent of the 

Greek Hermes and Roman Mercury. He is also represented here as the lower analytic 

intelligence (that apes). He is the scientific investigator, measuring the world with his 

dividers, a symbol used as far back as the Middle Ages for the human personality. 

 

He sits on the sign of Gemini which is contained in a figure consisting of a positive 

(red) and negative (blue) square which together form an octagon: in the cabbalistic tree 

of life, Mercury is assigned to Hod, the eighth Sephira, so his number is eight (4). 

 

Two Tarot cards are seen, one for each pillar, that are usually associated with the sign of 

Gemini. On the right is the Fool, the nil card of the greater arcana. Ayoung soul joyfully 
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and unsuspectingly sets out along his path of life through the incarnation. The travelling 

staff is his will. (5) The knapsack hanging from it (6) is to contain the experiences he 

collects in life. He is richly clothed and full of good cheer. The rose in his hand (7) 

represents his eternal spark of divine inspiration. He stands for the first task, and now 

will have to choose with care in his confrontation with dualism. 

 

Temperance is at the foot of the left pillar. She is the mature soul who has learned the 

lessons of this sign and she pours a suitable proportion of the strength or power of the 

sun into the moon goblet (8). There is an emblem on her breast, a red triangle in a blue 

square, which represents the polar powers joined in harmony (9). The golden sun, 

symbol of higher knowledge, radiates out from her forehead (10). She has wings to 

show that she has been raised above earthly things (11). She is the Sophia, Divine 

Wisdom. This Sophia refers to the resolution of dualism which takes up all the upper 

part of the painting where I have followed one of the essentials of alchemy: the 

conjunction of opposites. The pillars finish in two alchemical dragons which represent 

the various cosmic principles of polarized power. They retain their respective colors 

up to the point where their necks entwine, when an intense exchange of powers takes 

place in which both red and blue become a radiant golden yellow (the colour of insight, 

the higher Mercury) (12). The Androgyne, the mythical dual being, in which the 

masculine and feminine merge to form a perfect human, rises from the fire like a 

phoenix (13). 

 

 
 

This resolution of all human dualism is the deepest mystery and highest goal of 

alchemy. The Androgyne is also represented as a double-headed eagle (a heraldic 

symbol) (14). Masonic symbols have been used to show that the actions of the perfect 

human being encompass both of its poles: dividers for the aspect of strength (15) and 

the carpenterôs square for the aspect of form (16). 

 

Now on to the magical seals taken from the hierarchy of angels and other astral beings 

that fall under Mercury. Starting at the top of the frame, going from left to right, they 

are: the planetary seal of the angel Ophiel (17); centre top, the signature of the archangel 

of Mercury, Raphael (18), and, next to that, the seal of the Olympic planetary spirits 

of Mercury (19). 

 

Just under the red dragonôs belly can be seen the seal of the planetary spirits that are 

subordinate to the angel Ophiel (20) and under the blue dragonôs belly 

the signature of the planetary intelligence Tiriel (21). 

 



53 
 

 
 

Since Mercury represents thought, a neutral faculty that is used in everything, one can 

talk of a higher and a lower Mercury. Thus in ancient times Mercury was considered the 

god of wisdom and knowledge every bit as much as the god of merchants, liars and 

thieves. (Mercury stole Apolloôs bullocks.) One of the most important processes in the 

Great Work of alchemy, the sublimation of quicksilver or mercury, represents the 

process of ennoblement of thought. The result was known as Mercurius Sublimatus in 

alchemy and is referred to in various secret signs; six of these I have drawn on either 

side of the central staff of Mercury (22).  

 

(Continued) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

This is the first  in a series of articles on the twelve signs of the zodiac as conceived and painted by 

the Dutch artist Johfra, coupled with his personal commentary. 

 

 Johfra, deceased in 2000, studied the Rosicrucian teachings.  Thanks to this association, his wife, 

Ellen Lorien, has graciously granted the Rays from the Rose Cross permission to reprint his 

artwork and text. 

 

From Rays from the Rose Cross Magazine ( November-December, 2000 to March-April, 2001 
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Stars, Jewels, and Angels 
 

 

 
 

The Jewel, Oil on Canvas. Title in French: Le Joyau. Courtesy of Annie Lauro. www.aquariusera.com 

 
MUCH has been written on talismans of one kind or another, jewels figuring 

preeminently among them. In order to convert a jewel into a talisman it must be 

correlated with zodiacal signs and their planetary rulers; set in specially selected metals 

of a nature to harmonize with the stellar influences; given astrological baptisms 

according to ancient formulae; after which it is believed to be the focus of magical 

powersða talisman. However, quite aside from their use as talismans, some jewels 

were anciently valued in witchcraft and sorcery because it was thought that a genie or 

spirit dwelt in the jewel as in a house, and might be invoked. 

 

In The Message of the Stars Max Heindel gives a brief discussion of the talismanic art. 

A study of the table on page 64 shows us at once that each planet represented, Sun and 

Moon excepted, rules over two signs of the zodiac, and that therefore there are two 

signs to which the same color and metal are assigned, although the stones attributed 

to them differ. We shall have a good understanding of this dual rulership if we think of 

each planet as expressing polarity according to place and circumstance, for each planet 

rules one positive and one negative sign. Thus Mars rules the positive Aries and the 

negative Scorpio; Mercury rules the positive Gemini, the negative Virgo, and so onðin 

each case the positive being masculine and the negative feminine. All fire and air signs 

are positive, all earth and water signs are negative. 
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The planetary Spirit therefore expresses  Itself masculinely in the masculine signs and 

femininely in the feminine signs. Only in the case of the Sun and Moon do we find 

a single rulership: the Sun ruling the masculine, fiery Leo, and the Moon ruling the 

feminine, watery Cancer. Here we must think of the Moon and Sun, Cancer and Leo, as 

polarities. Together they constitute the keystones of the Arch. To simplify our 

discussion we rearrange Max Heindelôs diagram thus: 

 

 
 

To the neophyte of the Rose Cross, the chief interest in all this is not in the talisman as 

such but in the spiritual reality which it represents. It is not for nothing that the Desire 

World (also the Light Ether) has been called the starry or astral world. More fascinating 

by far than the talismanic art is the celestial craftsmanship of the glittering world which 

we may fittingly call the Cosmic Diamond, the source and prototype of every jewel.  

 

The upper Desire World, or, specifically, the First Heaven, is in fact the home world of 

all pictorial art. It is the world of beauty of form and color; vibrant with energy, 

scintillating, fiery. Music, of course, is also present there, but as an ephemeron of a 

higher world.  

 

To really understand the spiritual nature of the talismanic principle, it is necessary to 

digress briefly into the field of alchemy. Although it is possible to do the work of 

spiritual alchemy without a knowledge of astrology, there is no question but that it does 

have, and always has had, an astrological equivalence. For example, it is stated in a 

medieval text that iron can be transmuted into gold only when the Sun passes through 

Scorpio. The signs of the planets, of the constellations, and of the seasons figure again 

and again in alchemical literature; and interwoven with all this is the Great Work, the 

making of the Philosopherôs Stone, which is variously designated as a Ruby or 

Diamond.  
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Astrology, as well as alchemy, owes much to Arabic culture, for the alchemy of the 

Middle Ages came to Europe from the Arabs, the word ñalchemyò being of Arabic 

derivation. One might almost say that Arabia is the holy land of Rosicrucianism or 

alchemy, for in the legend of Christian Rose Cross we read that he tarried not at 

Jerusalem but traveled to Damascus and over into Arabia and that he translated his 

master work, The Book M (on the secret forces of nature), from the Arabic.  

 

Both Roger Bacon and Paracelsus (among others) named by Max Heindel as 

Rosicrucian Initiates, refer to Arabic sources of their knowledge. Moreover, Damascus, 

where C.R.C. tarried, was the home of the world-famed school of alchemy founded by 

Geber, whose name is important in. medieval alchemy. Research has shown (what the 

esotericist immediately intuits) that the works attributed to Geber are not by any means 

the fruit of one manôs labor, but rather of a school operating in his name. At Damascus 

also dwelt the great Arabian mystic Ibn Arabi, whose mystical journey through the 

seven heavens of Ptolemaic astrology, under the guidance of a feminine ñangel,ò is 

curiously similar to Danteôs ñtravelsò in the Paradiso; even including the ultimate vision 

of the Celestial Rose. (Dante also is considered by many to be a Rosicrucian Initiate.)  

 

Now it is a significant fact that the alchemists were profoundly interested in the 

manufacture of glass and artificial gems; which throws considerable light on the genesis 

of the Philosopherôs Stone, which the alchemist sought to create from certain subtle 

essences. The earliest made glass was green, but transparent, or at least translucent, and 

so is gold leaf. Therefore the biblical ñsea of glassò is likened to ñgold,ò since gold leaf, 

if rolled thin enough, transmits a green light.  

 

Alchemical records show that the basic substance in the Great Work is greenðwhich in 

the glass-making allegory must refer to primitive green glass; called the Green Lion by 

alchemists. From this, by the addition of suitable substances, all gems were to be 

created. The great effort was directed, of course, toward producing the Diamond or 

Ruby. (This process is not to be confused with the production of artificial gems from a 

white sapphire basis, which, however, easily lends itself to alchemical interpretation.)  

 

Max Heindel also speaks of the Ruby and Diamond as signifying the beautiful soul 

jewels of the occultist and mystic (not the ordinary Desire Body). Again, he speaks of 

the Mystic Emerald, the glory of Luciferôs Crown, which fell into the abyss of 

materiality. Luciferôs Emerald is the Green Lion of alchemy.  

 

Now note that the Arabian mystics not only called stars jewels, but they also called 

angels jewels (also Birds of God). Why call the angels jewels of God? Obviously 

because of the jewel-like scintillance of the angelic aura, which is often all that is visible 

to the rudimentary clairvoyant vision. Clairvoyants frequently mention the fact that 

from a distance a group of angels have the appearance of a starry cluster, which, upon 

approaching closer (in mental space), is cognized as consisting of humanlike beings 

radiating streams of color and magnetism, or having a starry light burning on the 

forehead, or above the head as in Fra Angelico paintings. The effect in the latter 

instance is very like that of tall candles. Ovoid auras of light and color 

are also seen.  
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Again, the various ñastralò and etheric centers are jewel-like when awakened in the aura 

of the trained clairvoyant; the Crown of Thorns being a crown of diamond light, 

emitting thorns of fire. An angel of a particular hierarchy may appear under certain 

conditions as a gigantic fiery Ruby flashing through the mental air, its glory shining in 

the upper portion of the aura corresponding to chest and head. 

 

 The alchemist is warned not to allow his mixture (soul body) to set and become 

vitreous and brittle; the fire must be neither too hot nor too cold, or the work fails, and 

neither Diamond nor Ruby is achieved. 

 

 
 

 
The enigmatic eighteen-foot long Ripley scroll is an alchemical 

treatise, consisting primarily of symbolic illustrations, on the 

making of the Philosopherôs Stone. Above, the Bird of Hermes 

(mind) rules over the seven-fold transmutation process (initiation) 

whereby the lead of material consciousness is transformed 

by solar energies into the gold of consciously living in spirit. 

 



59 
 

As the fire burns under the crucible, the auric 

forces rise upward from their root center in a 

fountainlike structure, reminiscent of the vital 

forces ascending in a tree, the jewel-like vortices 

representing the fruit or flowers. Incidentally, the 

sacred evergreen, or Tree of Life, was lovingly 

called the Prince of Emeralds by the Chaldeans, 

and was as holy to them as the Christmas Tree is 

to us. The lights on the Tree are alchemical fires. 

 

 All of which leads to the inevitable conclusion 

that the true value of the jewel talisman is not to 

promote material success, but to purify the 

imagination, rendering clear and transparent what 

was before opaque, so that the imagination itself 

becomes the House of Glass, the Pure Crystal, in 

which the Angelic World is reflected.  

To achieve this result through meditation, we take 

the precious stone as a symbol of an angelic 

hierarchy, and follow through to the archetypal 

idea in which planet, angel, and jewel have their 

beginnings. These can be correlated by using 

diagram 9 on page 221 of The Rosicrucian Cosmo-

Conception and the diagram on page 64 in The 

Message of the Stars. Note that no hierarchy is 

attributed to Aries; but Max Heindel states that, in 

his opinion, the Lucifer angels are destined to aid 

us in the work of regeneration as figured in 

Scorpio and Aries (page 46, Letters to Students). 

Spiritually, therefore, their symbol is properly the 

amethyst or diamondðthe amethyst as a type of 

spiritual (poetic) love between the sexes; the 

diamond, hardest of precious stones, as a type of 

both the Spiritual Will and the fiery auric envelope 

with its prismatic spears and shafts of light.  

 

Similarly, we may meditated on the other stones 

with their zodiacal and angelical correlatives. 

When the imagination is sufficiently clear, when it 

has become the House of Glass, we shall ñknow, 

even as we are known.ò  

 

ð  Ann Barkhurst 

 

From RAYS FROM THE ROSE CROSS, July-

August, 1999. 

 

 

 

Talks with God  

Tough Love 

 

Humans: 

O God, what should we do? 

God: 

Use the mind I´ve given you. 

Humans: 

But which paths rise and 

which fall? 

God: 

Experiment. You ´ll find 

the law. 

Humans: 

Our burdens are heavy 

all life long. 

God: 

I challenge you make  

you strong. 

Humans : 

Life is hard, with pain 

beset. 

God: 

When laws you break, 

That´s what you get. 

Humans: 

We are afraid, we may 

not survive. 

God: 

Whatever happens, your 

spirit will thrive. 

Humans: 

And in the end, what 

will we become? 

God: 

Glorious gods with 

creative wisdom. 

 

- Elsa M. Glover. 
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The Golden Rose Breaks Free, Johfra, Courtesy Lectorium Rosicrucianum 
http://www.rozenkruis.nl/ 
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The Zodiac and Its Signs 
By Manly P. Hall 

  

 
  

CONTENTS OF THE ZODIACAL EGG,  by  JAKnaap. 

With the signs of the zodiac shown according to the mystic arrangement of Jakob Boehme, the personifications of universal agencies. The four 

fixed signs of Taurus, Leo, Scorpio, Aquarius, are shown as the arms of great St. Andrews cross. Upon this cross the Solar Man is annually 

crucified, and by his death enters the grave of creation, that he may redeem the creatures dwelling within the shell of the world egg. 

From  The Secret Teachings of All Ages by Manly Palmer Hall, PRS www.prs.org 
 
 

 

  

The Zodiac and Its Signs 

IT is difficult for this age to estimate correctly the profound effect produced upon the 

religions, philosophies, and sciences of antiquity by the study of the planets, luminaries, 

and constellations. Not without adequate reason were the Magi of Persia called the Star 

Gazers. The Egyptians were honored with a special appellation because of their 

proficiency in computing the power and motion of the heavenly bodies and their effect 

upon the destinies of nations and individuals. Ruins of primitive astronomical 

observatories have been discovered in all parts of the world, although in many cases 

http://www.prs.org/

